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SNAPSHOE BRETVAEN

FE? e UIC s one ol the world s
areal teading powers and

Buancial  centers, and its
cconomy  ranks among the Tour

lavgest i Wesiern Europe. The
CUONnINyY IS essentially
Ciapitaiistic; over the past 13 years
the wuling Tories have gl'ti:lly
reduced  public ownership  and
contamed  the growth of  social
wellare programs, Agricultine s
mlensive, highly moechanized. and
cilicient by Eoropean standorly,
O0% of oo

[roducine ahout

neads with aaly abowl 15 of e
Labor foree., The UK has Jarge coal,
natural gas and oif reserves, and
Prinsny uherey production
acconnts lor 129 ol GDP. one of

the

Lighest  shares o any
edusitriag naflon. Scrvices,
particularly  bankine,  insurance.

and business servicevs, accou by
R dor e fargest proportion of
CGOP while industry condinnes 1o
deching i

HHPOILINCe. g

Py

cnyifoving only 254 of the work

T SIEARIMNG L G 1 s

torce, Expons and manulactioring

out put Tave heen s primary

engines ceonomic policy question

lor the UK i the 199(0% is the

terins o which 1 participaies in

the  Hmancial and  ceonomic

mtegration of Earope,

GO purchasing power parity -

SE 1384 willion

GDP real growth rate: 2.7,

GDP per capita: $19,500

GDP composition hy seet:

Agricutlure: |74

Industry: 2770

Services: 7005

nllaiion rate (consumer prices):

RN 47

Lithor Torce: 28048 mitfion

by occupation: saviees 62 .84

nanidacturing and  constinction
I

250 poverument 9.1%, crergy

P99 apriculture 1.2

Uncniployment rate: 87

From  Country Stredion ({00001

Natioal Liniversity - 1998
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UNIT X

COUNTRY AND PEOPLE

his is the chapter about deseribes how this situation has
TBrilain. But what exactly is come about and explains the

Britain? And who are the different names, which are used
Briish? ~ The  table  below when people talk about Britain.
illustrates the

pmhlcm,r You might
think 1!11.11, when it
comes to
international  sport,
the situation would
be simple - one
counltry, one team.
But you can see that
this is delinitely not

the case with

Britain. For cach of

the Tour sports or
sporting events
listed in the table,
there are a different
number of national
(cams, which might
be called 'British'.

This chapter

ENGLISTESPEAKING COUNTRIES 1 -



GEQGRAPHICALLY SPEAKING

Lying oft the northwest coast ol
Europe, there are two large islands
and several much smaller ones.
Collectively, they are known as

The The

island is called Greal Britam, The

Batish  [sles. fargest

other arge one is called freland

(The British Isles).

POLITICALLY SPEAKING

ln the British isles there are (wo
states. One ol these governs most
of the island of Ireland. This state
is usually called The Republic of
drefand. It is also called 'Eire’ (its
Irish language name). informally
it is referred to as just Treland’ or
the Republic’,

- The other state has authorily over
the rest of the British Isles (the
whole  of  Great  Britain,  the
aortheastern arca of Jrejand and
most ol the smaller islands). This
is the country that is the matn
subject of this book. Its olficial
name is The United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Northern Ireland

although it is usvally known by a”

shorter name. At the Eurovision
Song Contest, at the United
the  Euwropean

Nations and o

TNCIEISTEASTE ARG COENTTRIES

parliament,  loriostance, 10 s

relerred o as e Uniled
IKingdom'. [ everyday speech this
is often shortened to 'the UKL In
other coulexts 10 s refored looas
'‘Great Britwin'. This, for example,
is the name you hear when a pold
medal  winer sleps onle the
rostrim at the Glympic Games.
The stickers on cars (GBY) are
another example of the use of this
name. [ writing and speaking that
formal  or

s nol  especially

informal, the name  ‘Britain s

used. The normal adjective, when
talking about sowcthing o do

with the UK, is 'British'.

THE FOUR NATIONS

Peopie often refer 1o Britan by

another  name. They  call 0t

CUEngland” but this is not stricty

coreet, and o can make some
people angry. England s only onc
of the four nations of the British
Isles (Encland, Scotand, Wales
Ireland).

vnificalion was a gradual process

and Their  poliueal

that-took scveral hundred years. 1L
was completed in 1800 when the
Irish Parliament was joined with
tor England,

the  Parlient



1

Wales

and

so that the whole of

Scotland

Wcstmins{cr,
the British l_sh-:}; became a singe
the United
B]'il;lin

stale - Kingdom
Great Ireland.

However, in 1922, most ol Ireland

and

became a scparate state.
Al one time the [our nations were
distinct from each other in almost

every aspect ol life. In the [1rst

place, lhcy wure dxfferent I lt..l’lll 2

The peop]e in- Ireland' Wale

highland Scotland belonged o lhu
Celtic. racg; those i in England and

Inwlmd Scc_;t_lz_md_ were mainly of

Germanic origin. This difference
was reflected in the languages
hey spoke. People in the Celtic
areas spoke Celtic languaUéS' Irish

Gaelic, Scoltish Gaelic and Welsh.

People in the. Germanic arcas
spoke Germanic dialects
(including the one, which has

developed into modern English).

The nations also tended to have

different  economicys social and
legal systems.
Today these differences  have

become blurred. But they have not
completely disappeared. Although
there is only one government for

the wholc of Britain, and people

INGLISHESPEAKING COUNIRIES

of,

F GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN (RELA

have (he same passport regardless

ol where in Britain they live, some

aspecls - ol government  arc
“organized separalely (and

“military

S 13-

" There is, purlmps, an

pu_)plc

.'Briluin

sometimes dillerently) in the four
the Umlu.i Kingdom.
Wulsh ‘Stettish

Irish people feel their identity

parts of

Moreover, and

very strongly.

i :-_._THE DOMiNANCE 0 'QENGLAND

XLUSL {or

wlm W uae word

lﬂCEl n

tlu,y

‘England' W[lt..l'l
It cannol be dl:,de that
the dnmmdn( Lultun, of Britain
loday is speuhudlly Engll-sh. The
system_of politics thal is used in
all four nations today is ot El‘lﬂi:\h
origin and - Eni,ll_.sh-;l.s l_h:,_.. main

language of all four nations. Many

aspects ol cveryday  life  arc
organized according 10 English
custom and practice. But the
political unification of Britain was
not achieved by multual
agreement, on the contrary. [

happened because England  was
able and

other

lo exert her economic

power over lhe

three nations.
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Today English domination can bhe

detected i the way in which
various aspects ol British public
lile arc described. For example,
the supply of money in Britain s
controlled by the Bank of England

(there 1s no such thing as a 'Bank

ol Britain®). The present queen ol

the country is universally known

[rom their name.) For cxample,

newspapers  and  the  television
news talk about "Anglo-American
rclations” o refer o relations
between  the

Britain and the USA (and not just

those between England and the

governmenls  of

- USA).

Some of the famous Oxford colleges.

as 'Ehzabeth the Sccond’, cven

though  Scotland and Northern

breland  have  never  had  an
'Elizabeth the First'! (Elizabeth |
ol England and Wales ruled [rom
1553 o 1603.) The term "Anglo’ is
also commonly used. (The Angles
were a Germanice tribe who settled
m England in the filth century.
derived

The word 'England’ is

PNCGLISTESPEAKING COUNTRIES

Cadjective Lo

NATIONAL LOYALTIES
When you are talking to people
Britain,
'‘Britain” when talking about where

and

[Tom it is salest to usc

they hive ‘British" as the

describe their

nationality. This way you will he
less likely to oflend anyone. It is,
ol course, not wrong to lalk aboult

‘people i England’ i that 1s what
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you  nmean - people whoo e
wilhin fhe peographical

bowndanes of England. Alter all,

most Britsh people live there. But.

1t should always be remiembeyed
that England docs not make up the

whole of the UK,

There has been a long history of

migration from  Scotland, Wales
and treland to England. As a result
there are mithons of people who
bive m England but who would
never  deserthe themselves  as
Enghsh. They may have lived 1o
England all their fives, bul as ar
as they are concerned  (hey wie
scottish or Welsh or Irish - cven
i, i the last case, they are
vitizens of Britain and not of Eire.
These people support the country
ol their paren& or grandparents
rather than England in sporting
contests. They would also, given

the chance, play for that country

rather  than England. 11, for
cxample,  you  had  heard  the
mumbers ol e Republic off

Ireland World Cup footbal] team
GlRking i 1994, you would have
kinds of

FEnglish accent and some Scottish

:

heard several diflerent

avcents, bul ondy o few  Irish

LI LT ARING S OUNTIS

aceents. Most ol the pl;!ytlzi‘.\' did
nat Tive in dreband and were nat
hrouain up in {reland.
Nevertheless, most ol them would
never have considered playing lor
any country other than freland!

The olds

further milions of Brush citzens

same rue lor the

whose family origins Tie oulside
the British Iskes altogether. Peoplu
ol Carthbean  or south  Asian
descent, for imstance, do not mind
being desceribed as "Britishv {(many
arc proud ol i), but many ol them
would  not ke (o be  calied
Enghsh’s And whenever the West
vricke! e

Indian o Indian

plays
certainly not England  (hat they

against - England, 1t s
support!

There is, in tact, a cbmplit:atc.d
diviston of loyaltics among many
people in Britain, and especially i
England. A bluck person whose
fattly s from the Caribbean will

passivnately  support the West

Indics  when  they play  coricket
apainst England. But the same

persen ixogiile appy o supparnt
Eogland just as puassionalely i a
sport such as foothall, which the

West fdies di not play. A person
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whose lamily are [rom Ireland but

who has always lived in England

would  want Ireland to beat
England at [football but would
want  England  to beat  (lor

cxample) Italy just as much. This
crossover ol loyalties can work
the other way as well. English

people do not regard the Scottish,

[rom outside the British  [sles
tends o identily with thal team as
il it were English.

A wonderful example of double
identity  was heard on the BBC
during  the  Eurovision  Song
Contest in 1992, The commentator
for the BBC was Terry Wagon.
Mr.

Wagon is an Irishman who

Cardiff: a modern capital

as

Welsh

Torcigners' (or, at least, not as the

the or the Irnish

same kind of foreigners as other
An

commentator ol a sporting event

[oreigners!). English

in which a Scottish, Irish or Welsh

lcam is playing against a team

ENGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES

- 16 -

had become Britain's most popular
lelevision talk-show  host during
the 1980s. Towards the end of the
program, with the voting for the
songs nearly complete, it became
clear that the contest (in which

European countrics  compete  to
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present the best new popular

sonal owas gomg o be won by
clher DIreland  or the  Untled
Kingdom. Within o five-minute
period, My, Wagon could be heard
using the pronouns 'we' and iy
several  thmes; somelimes L
nicant the UK and sometimes he

meant retand!

Forom "Brivain” (Oxford University
Presy - 19949

ULESTIONS

. Deseribe the British Isles,
What s the ditference between
the United  Kingdom and  Great

Britain?

2. Many hcoplc think that there
were many ridicutous things about
the four nations. How did they
happen? Do you think they were
ridiculous?

3. The dominance of England in
Britain  in rellected  in e
orguzation of the government,
There are ministers for Scotland,
Wales and Northern Ireland, bul
there s oo munister for England.
Dayau think this is good {or the
peopic of tie other British nations

FNOILISED SUE AN IR S

{they have spectdd altention and
recopnition o thoeir distingt
ilentity) ar i s bad {11 pives them
the Kind of second-class colonial

shatus]?

4. Are there any distinet national
loyaltics - Vietnam (or are they
better deseribed as regional
loyalies)?

I so, s the relationship between
the “nations™ in any way similar

o that bhetween the paltons  in

Britain? II' not, can you think ol

any olher countries where  such
lovaltics cxist? Do these Toyaltics
Cittse problems in thase

cotntries’?
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UNIT 11

.

THE POLITICAL SYSTEM

B ritain is a democracy, yet it
pcnpic are not, as one might

expect n a democracy,
constitutionally in control of the
state. The constitutional situation

IS an apparently contradictory onc.

As a result of an historical process

the people ol Britain are subjecls

ol the  Crown, accepting  the

Queen as the head of the state. Yet
cven the Queen is not sovereign in

any substantial sensc since  she

receives  her authority — from

Parliament, and is subject to its

Royal London

ENGEISTESPEAKING o INIRIES

The Queen and her famuly on the balcony of Buckingham Palace.
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directron it almost afl malters. in

sharl, she reigns” bul does not

e,
Technieally, il
Briish

resides

conlusmyly,

sovercignty  collectively

Purltament:  the  Crown, and

Parliinent’s two  chambers, the

House of Lords and the House of

Comumeons.

This curious situation came abhoul

as a resull ol a long strugele for

power between dhe Crown and

sixteenth
{6RY

Parlioment  during  the

“and seventeenth centuries, In

Parliament won thal  strogele,

hecause it controlled most of the

nattonal wealth, It agreed to allow

the Crown (0 continue Lo funciion

within certain limits, and subject

to  Parhament’s  control, No

constituttor was  wrilten down

cither then  or since, and  the

Crown,
and

relationship  belween

aovernment,  Parltament
and
constilutional powers - has been

The

state - dscll sometimes culicd the

people - thelr respective

v of pradtal development.

Crown  operates op precedent,

custom and convenitons, and on

unwitten rules and issumptions.
UNGLIS S

DARINGE RIS

the three clements ol

THE ELECTORAL AND PARTY
SYSTEMS

For clectoral purposes the United

Kingdom is divided  into
conslituencies, cach one of which

clects a4 Moember ol Parliament o

sitin the House nI C‘nmmnm To

ensure  equituble  representation
lour permatent Boundary
Comnmissions — (for England,
Wales, Scotdand  andt Northern
irciand), make periodic reviews 1o
adjust  electoral boundaries and
redistribute seats. Today there arc
65 seuls m the Conunons, one
seal on average for every 66,000
cleetors. _

All - Briush  aitizens  {including
cilizens ol the Trish - Republbc
resident i the UKE may vaole,

provided they are aged cighteen or

over, are registered, and are nel
disqualified hy sanity,
moembership of the House o
Lords or by being  seatenced
JIISOICTS. Valing s ol
compulsory,  and  a gencral

clection normally  attructs whool

75 pereent of the clectorate,
Jechne m paracipatian of about B
(9457

pereenl snce [he candidate
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tn a Constitucney who 2ns most
votes is returned as Member 1 the

Connnens. I (his HIrst-past (he

POSU system. other candidares,
even b they conte close o the
wiler, will not geloa seat in

Paclizunent.
I o Member of Paritament (MP)

ressgns, dies or is made a4 peer

during  the  Jife  1ipe of

Pariimncnl, a4 by-clection aus he
held in his or her old constituency
member, No

o elect 4 pew

candrdate requires the backing of

apolitical party in order to stand
but

ndependent candidates suceeed in

lorclection, toduy  no

belng elected. MPs are normally
chosen by tie constitiiency brapch
of the p;n'[jf, trom a list of suituble
parly

the winning

candidaies issued by the
headquarters. Where
rarty of an clection only Just gains
the sreatest Proportion of  the
nattanal vore, this car Tead 10 4
substuntiag
dactuyl

demaocratic wi{] it

representation in the Comunons,

The 1987 elcction resulls clearly

reveal the problen:

PR SN ESDE A THN Ly

distortinn of

2.

Party % of vote % of MP3
Conservative 427 577
Labour 30.8 382
Alfance 226 3.4
{Uberal/sDPy

The  political party - system hay
evolved  since the etghteenth

certury, and since the [irse half of
the nincleenth century has been
essentially 4 IWo-parly  system.
Today, this lwo-party contest iy
hetween  the Conservative Party
(stull Kknown by

nickname, the ‘Toriesy and  the

their previous
Lahour Party, wiich cinerged at
the end of the nincteent), century
averesult of the introduction of
universal made suffrage and the
dechine of the Libery] Party.

The  Conservative Party Is  the
Pty of the Right, identitied wir
the idea of cconomic freedom and
[97y wWea  of

Lntil with (e

reststance (o change, It .

steeesstully portrayed itsell as the
in the

PAarly ol patriolism. As

nmcteenth contury, | appeals 1o
proparty-owning democracy

and ax a resalt it SUPROTT tends to

e with the wealilicr clisses,
FTCCCvIng  much money  rom

NGor - business financial
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mstitutions. It gives emphasis Lo

the importance of law and order,

and the maintenance ol strong,
armed  forces to protect  British

mterests: 1t 1s highly disciplined,

and accepts the direction ol the

leadership  and . other | parly

members. Labour is preeminently
the party ol social justice, though
its cmphasis is less on cquality
than on the achievement ol well
opportunity  Tor all

being  and

St Paul’s Cathedral was designed by the famous architect Sir Christopher Wren, after the Great
Fire of London in 1666. Prince Charles and Lady Diana Spencer were marmed there in July
1981,

Prime  Minister.  Conservalives

tend (o be reluctant 1o express

dissent  from  the  leadership

publicly.

The  Labour  Party is  less
disciplined  but  possibly  more
democratic,  willl - more — open
disagreements between the

PNCEISHESPEAKING COUNVITLES

members of socicety. It tends o put

the collective  well being ol

socicly above idividual freedom,
in the cconomic sphere al any
rate.  Traditionally it has been
committed (o public ownership of
major industrics, and to cconomic
trade  union

planning.  The

o
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movement, which  tounded  the
Labour Party. remains inlluential
inthe evolution of party policy.
Baclv union exceutive is able to
cast  the  vote  of ity entire
niembership, with the result that
st party  resotutions are (o
some eXtent a contest between the
larger unions,

The Liberal Party, which traces its
origins to the eighteenth century
“Whigs”, merged with the new
Social Democratic Party in 1988
1 become the Liberal Democrats,

alter fghting the 1987 election

unsuccesstully as an alliance of

both parties. [t seeks to attract (he
voles  of  the  middle  ground
between  Labour  and  the
Conservatives, but has also tended
to attract  opponents ol the
Conservatives, dominant in  the
south ol England, and opponents
ol the Labow Party, dominant in
the  north. Since (945 the
Conscrvatives have formed seven
governments  and  Labour  six.
although in practice during  the
pertod 1945-50 the Conscrvatives
have poverned for twenty-cight
yewrs  and  Labour  for only

sevenlegnt. Since L9749 the

ENGLISHSPE ARENG ¢ OUNT IS

domination of the Comumons by
the  Conservatives  reveals  the
strength and weakness of the first-
past-thg-post  clectorad  system.
They  have  cjoyed o Jarge
majority in the  Commons
aithough at the dections ol 1979,
1983 and 1987 more people voted
against the  Conservative  Papty

than for it

THE HOVSE OF COMMONS

The dynamic power of Parfiament
lies in the House of Commons. Of
its 650 Members, 523 represeat
constituencics in Epgland, 38 in
Wales, 72 in Scodand and 17 i
Northern Ireland. There are oniy
scats In the Commons debating
chamber for 370 members, buwt
except on matters of great intorest,
it is unusuad tor all members 1o be
present at any one tme. Many
MPs ind themselves  in other
rooms of HE Commons,
participating  in a  variely of
commitices and mectings
neeessary  loroan eflective
pilr{"mmc:mur)-‘ Process.

The  shape of the  Connnons
debating chamber makes  an

mportant - comimenl on the
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f

political process in Britain. Unlike
many bBuropean chamboers which
are  semicireular, thus rellecling
the spectrum of political option
m thetr seating plan, the
Commons is rectangular, with the
Speaker’'s  (the  Presiding MP}
chalr al one n:‘lnd, and etther side of
it five rows of benches ruming
the tength of the chamber. On one
side, to the Speaker’s right, sits
Her Magesty’s Government and its
supporters, and on the other Her
Majesty’s JO.ppns;iliun, compased
of all Members who oppose the
covernment. The front benches on
cither  side are reserved  lor
members of the Cabinet and other
and

Ministers, Opposition

spokesien,  known ax the

Shadow Cahinet’, respectively.

Behind them sit MPs from therr

owh party, known as
“huckhenchers'. The lavout
muphes two  features of British
political Liler that 1s has

radionally  heen  a,  two-party

system and that the process s

exsenbially adversarial (lodeed, a
red line on the floor o irent of
cach front bench stll warks e
fitthe than two

il - a more

IS EE SR ARG U N TIRIES

[
fad

swords' fengths - heyond which a
Member may not approach the
opposite benches). '

The Speaker ix chosen by a vote ol
the cntire House, although in
practice the parly leaders consult
their - suppoiters o order 1o
informal

Tie

tor

achieve agreeent

hetorehand. Speaker  is

responsible the  orderly

conduct  of  business,  and s

required to act with  scrupulous
impartiality between Members in
the House. In the words of the
Speaker e T98R“TEs not my duty
as Speaker fo bend arsuments in
any  way, hut (o ensure that
everything that happens here s
seen clearly by those who put o
here,  We  are, o after ail,  the
servants of those who put us here:
(he electorate.” ~The Speaker s

assisted by three deputy speakers.

THE HOVSE OF LORDS

The upper chamber of parliument,
Lords, 1

democratic v wny sense at all. I

the  House  of nol
consisis of four categories of peer.
The nugorily are hereditary peers,
a tota] of alinest 800, bul of whom

only about hall take an aclive
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terest e the affuirs of state, A
stualfer number, belween 350 and
400, are ‘hife” peers - an idea
mlroduced 0 [958 o elevate to
the peerage certabn people who
have rendered political or public
service to the nation. The purpose
wis not merely w honour but also
o enbance the quality ol business

Lords.

lile

done m the Ouly  one

quarter ol Lhese peers are
women. All file peers are created
on e recommendation ol {he
Prime Minister of the day, with
nominations  also soupht  {rem
apposttion parties. Nine ol the
most sciior qudees, the Lords ol
Appeal I Ordinary,  are also
eittitled G sitin the Lords. Finally.
wonegside these secular peers, e
[Lovds Temporal, are the (wenty-
Al
Church  of

England, the Lords Spirttual. The

NiX most senior bishaops

archinshops of  (he
lords ol appeal - known as e
Lords - and Lords

Spirttual the non-

[aw the

are ancient
horediary  component ol e
Lords,

Uil 1911 the Lords were able o
bitls lhe

refect passed

Commons, and thus lrustrate ot

FINESTLSEESELARING 8 S

only the govammuent of the day,

Bl adso the wilt ol the Commons.

see then the Lords have  been
upable  to challenze  [inancal

legistaton, and have only been
able o delay other legislation
{since 1949 {or no more than one
session) but pol prevent it Their
only other surviving diseretionary
power 15 W velo an atlempt by (e
Commons to prolong its own hlu
beyond its five-year e, The
role ol (he Lords, (herelore, iy
warn than o

RERA%Y more 3!

[rustrate over-zealous
governiments, wnd they have done
this more by the proposition o)
amendments o fegisiation which
causes them tncase, than by direat
OpPOSILion,

Although

thousand peers entitled to sit

(here e over a
the House of Lords, average daily
altendance s only aboul 300 and
most ol these are e peers, who
mierest i the
The House s
hy Lo

Chuncelior is nol inpartial, bul a

relain a4 strong

allars ol stale.

presded over the

sovermment olffreer and besides,
the Lords are expected o conduel
far  more

their busitness in a
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orelerly tashion st the

Connons. He s responsible Tor

the administration of justive and

he gs also an sntomalic member of

tlhv: Cabinct.

3

A Tarze nunber of peers supporl

the Conservative party then ¢ither

Labour or tée Liberal Democrats,
who collectively with independent
peers (who, unlike the Commons,
have  ‘cross-benches” across  the
back of the chamber o Sit upon),
cann marshall  almost the  same
nwisber of active peers as the
Conservatives. In 1988 there were
446 Conservative  peers, 117
Liberal

Oemocrals, 25 Social Democrats

Labour  peers, 6l

and 226 crossbenchers. This
preponderance 1 favour of the
Conservatives arises partly
beeause the majority of hereditary
pecrs sympathize more with the
Conservative  Party  than its
uppanents,  bul o alse becausce
Labowr  declioed 1o nomibate
cadidates for hile pecrages lor a
poried diing the 1980s since its
party pehicy included abolition of
the Lomds, on the grounds that it
was i undemocratic anaclhronisim.
Despile this

preponderance,

PO ID SR ARING CULRNTR ]S

however, 1o Conservaiive
gavermment can he absolutely swre
ol a majorily, s propasals are
conlroversial, Peers, o whatever
party foyally, wre tar reer (o volg
according (0 thetr QWi
convictions  rather  than party
policy than are members ol the

Commons,

Frewm CRrdain in

(Longman - [599)

Close-up’

ULSTTONS

Lo Explain the main differeinces
between  the Conservative  and

Lahour partics!

.2, Do you think the dynamic

power of parfiament ies in the
House ol Commons? Give reasons

for your opinion!

3. Do you think the Lords is
democratic instiution? Oive

reasons [or your opinion.
4. IF you were British,  whieh
pairtical party would you support,

and why”?
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UNI'T 1K

WORKING BRITAIN

THE ECONOMIC PROBLEMS

itle more than a
Britain

workshop ol the world”. It had as

century

ag0, was  ‘lhe
many merchant ships are the rest

ol the world put together and it

nations ablc 1o compete with us o
such an extent as we have never
belore expericneed.” Early in the
twenticth Britain

century was

overtaken  cconomically by the

United States and Germany. Alter

two world wars and the rapid loss

Stovmont, Belfast.

led the world n nmaost

manulacturing industrics. This did
not last long. By 885 one
analysis reported, “We have come
o occupy a position in which we
arc no longer progressing,  bul

cven lalling back... We find other

'NGLES)

FSPEAKING COUNTRIES

ol its empire, Britain found it
mcreasingly dillicult to maintain
Jils position even in Europe.

BriFtuin struggled to lind a balance
between government intervention
in the cconomy and an  almost

completely  Iree-market cconomy

-G -



stich as existed o the United

States. Netther systent seeied 1o
The

HUosrtainy needs.

scamed  compromised - between

two diffcrent objectives: planned

ceonomic  prosperity and  rhe
ncHns of Cnsuring iy

coployment,  while  the  [atter

pronused Frater CCONOMIC
prospertly at the cost of poverty

and unemployment  for the less

able in sociely. Neither Labour

o e Conservatives doubted the

need 1o find @ system that suited

Bitlain™s  necds, but ncither
sceimed  able o hreak from e
consensus hased  on o Keynesian

CCOOTTIUS,
Peaple seemed complacent about
Brivwin™s  decline,  reluctant 1o
mrake thie painful adjustments that
mizht be necessary 10 reverse il
Prosperity increased  during  the
1990y the 19605,

Late and  n

divertmte artention from Britain's

dechine  relotive 1o its main
canipetitors. tn 1473 the
Conservative  Prime Minister
Fdwiwrd  Hewith wamed,  "The

alivrmnative o expansion is nol, as

some occasionally  oseent 1o

suppesc,an Lngland  of - guret

PGS S Ao S T s

former

market towns linked by steam
trutms pofhng slowly and
peacelubly through green

meadows,  The  allernalive iy
shims,  dangerons roads,  old
factories, cramped schools,

stunted lives.” But in the years of
1974-79,

Brituin seemed unable to improve

worldwide  recession,
its performance.,

By the mid 19705 hoth Labour and
Conservative  ceonomists were
hepinning o recornize the need o
[rom  Keynesiin

HOve dway

CUONOMILS. hased upnn
stmnlating demand by injecting
money mto the ceonomy. But, as

duesceribed o the Introduction, it

wis  the  Conscrvalives who
decided 1o break with the old
ceonomiv  formula completely.

Returnmg o power in 1979, they
were determined 1o Jower taxes as
and

an theentve o individuals

husinesses [y nurease
productivity: 1o leave the labour
foree o regulate RBsell either by
pricing iself out of employmen
ar by workimg within the amount
of money coplovers could allond:
and Tiadly, o lmite government

spendiitg fovels and use money
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supply (e amount ol money i
cuvuialion at any one e as a
wiy ol controtiing inflation. As
Primue Minister Margaret Thatclier
argued i the Commons, il our
vbjeclive 15 {0 have a prosperous
and expanding econemy, we must
recognize  that  high  public
spending, as a proportion of GNP
(gross  nalional  product),  very
quickly kills growth... We have 1o
remember thal governments have
no money at all. Every peany they
take 1s from the productive sector
ol the ceonomy  inoorder o
transler it the unproductive par
ol 1t "She had a point: Between
1961 and 1973

oulside industry ncreased by 40

cmployment

pereent relative w employment in
mdustry. Ducing the 19805 (he
Conservalives pul their new ideas
mto practice,  [ncome tax was
reduced from a basic rale ol 33
pereent to 25 percent. (For higher
meonme groups the reduction was
greater, at the lop rate Irom 83
pereent o 40 percent.y This did
not lead o any loss in revenue.
stice at the lower rales  lewer
preople tried o avoid tax. Al (he
however, the

SUne i,

PGS SPTEARINGY OO S TS

sovernment Joubled Value Added
Tax (VA1) on goods and services
to 15 pereent,

notihfe  suceess ol

The  most

Thatcherisiy’ Wiy the
privatization ol previously whaolly
Or aovernment-owned

partly

enlerpriscs, indeed. alher

comtries, Tor example Canada,
France, ltaly. Japan, Malaysia and
West Germany,  {ollowed (e
Britsh example. The government
believed that privatization would
increase ciliciency, reduce
government homowing, increase
ceonomice freedom, and encourage
wide shuare ownership, By 1990 20

percent ol the adull population

were  sharcowners,  a o lagher
proportion  than in any  other

Western  industrialized  country.,
There was norquestion of tking
these enterprises hack o public
ownership, even by a Labour
Dovernment.

Despite such changes, hawcever,
hy 1990 Britwin's  cconomic
problems scemed as dedlicalt as
cver? The government foend thal
reducmg public expendilure was
Lar harder than expected and that

by 990 10 s constmed sibout
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the some proportion of the GNP as
it had e vears cardier. fnltation.
wmporanly controlied,  rose (@
over 10 percent amd. was only
check teon mising further by hich
niterest rates wlach also had tiic

sideellect of  discovraging

ceconomic  grow, Inoospiie of

reducmy the power ol the trade
uiens,  wage  demands (most
notably senior NMARA2E e
sadariest rose faster than prices,
imdicating  that o Iree  labour
market did not necessartly solve
he wazes probiem. By 1090 the
manulacturmy mdustry had baredy
recomverad Torm e mayor
shvikuge me twe carly 19805, It
was more efficient. but in the
meantime Britain's share of world
trade 10 manufactured coods had
shirunk {rom & percent in 1979 to
O.5 0 percent  len years  later.
Britain's bulunce of payients was
vnhealthy o, In 1985 110 had
cojoved o small surplus of £3.8
baitbome but e 990 his had
chiianzed o a dedicit of £2004
hiition,

There were Jears that Britat's
mdustrial sector was becoming on
NELHE]

dassembly ceenomy,

R TR Y B IR R ARG R I A N ES ERN

forcign-ownod  enferprises. o

984 the  Mahonad  Beonomic
Development Olhee reported, "t
appears that the UK now enjoys an
intermedisle status boetween the
AlCs {Advanced  Industriuhized
Countries) and - NICs  (Newly
Indusinalizing Countries), and has
features of both types of economy.
i trade with the other.” Certatnly
the fevet of  commercial
interpenctration by multtnational
compaiies  wreally  increased
during the 19800 A survey n
L9877 showed Britain 1o bhe the
maior yeipient of foreign
ivestient o Burope. For
example, 30 pereent of Japan's
total West European  investment
and 36 percent of US investment
w the European Community came
v Britun. By August 1988 over
1.2 multion people, [ percent of
Britain's workloree, WETL
cmployed m the top JOO0 foreiun-
vwned companies it the country,

On the other hand, while {oreign
companies  invested  over £49
billion in o Briteiy during the
Jecade 197787, Britsh
companies  mvested 291 bitlion

abroad, o 1987 alone, Britsh
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COMPALICS almost 532

baftion

St
by American
CCOMPAUHES.

Governnient pobicy aod the state
ol the world cconomy plunged
Britwin it the warst recession
since the end of the Second World
War. than

Britain sullered maore

other industriahized countries, ils
share of world trude falling by 15
percent in the years 1979-86. To
Jive o compartson, between {979
and 1984 productivily rose by 20
poreent i Japan, 1O percent in the
Litted Stades, 6 percent in France,
4.3 pereent i West Germany and
only 3.9 percent in Britain. 1 one
discounted  tncome  from  North
Sca oif, Britn's productivity rose
by only about | percent. Bulam's
nmiiulncmrtng sector shronk hy 10
pereent i this pertod, while at the
sime tme the
manelactured goods rose hy 44

porcenl. As oo oresult, in 983, lor

the Dirst ine i more than 200
vears  Britain hported more
manuluctured  goods  than 11

exparted. U did not recover s

979 manutacturing fevel  lor

almest o oyears, bul cven so

British manulacturing  compared

I MNEEISTISTEARING € 00N TS

import ol

- )

poorly will s compelors. Car
Gormany cowdd

Ford

virtually identical conditions in

workers in
produce a Escort under
hatl the e take o Brtain, As o
House ol Lords Sclect Commillee
on Overscas Trade reported in
[985: Tt ix nepther exageeration
nor jrresponstble toosay that the
present  stuation  undoubledly
contains the seeds o a major
political and cconomic ansis in

the loresceable fulme, By [988

Britain’s  balance  of  pavments
delicit {the amount by which
iports  oxeeed  exporls)  was

larper then the wtal dehicit lor the
previous fory yeurs.

Furthermore, unemployment rose
fromy 1.5 muthon in 1979 o over 3
mitlion by 1983 and was reduced
o 2.5 mitlion hy, the end of the

F98%0x mamly hy a fall w the

workloree  wnd by redelining
unemployment. - Although  some

expansion ocewred between 1983
and 1989, 60 pereent of all joby

created i dhis period were parl-

e, -
The 9%t Conservative
sovernmient believed  that only

painlul restruchuring would lead
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o greater elfliaeney, [t scored
sovne suceessese ol which  the
niosl o netabie wasom steed
production. In the carly 19805
Briishv Steel was an dustry 1o
dechne. By the late 9805 1t

futare was bright, the ndastry

buving made a profit in 1988 of

410 million, a better resalt than
thal of any European competitor,
and s own best result sinee s
tormation w JU67T. This  was
achicved by shedding most of the
worktarde, from 130,000 in 1980
1oy S1.000 by T9R7. and nuproving
ciliciency. In 1980 the production
of one ton ol steel had aken [2
man-hours. By Y88 it was taking
only 3.7 muan-hours,

However,  although  m cortain
arcaselficieney . was . mwuch
mmproved, Britain still compared

pootly with worker productivity

chhewhere, and the prospects for

rea] vecovery remained bleak. In
LIRS average  productivity per

cmployee was:

swiatzerland 555700
Fipan $47.500
France $45.00
Lndicd States S41.700
Iy S38200

PAGLISEESER ARING £ 0 NTRITS

Britain 31,400
{Source: Institute for Lahour

Productivity and Production

The  onty yeal bonus  Britain
emoyed  was the oil resources
discoverad mainly in the North
Sca, whereby Britain became the
world s sixth largest oil producer.
IUwas ol revenue which softened
the impact of the recession 1979-
85, reaching an annual peak of
£12 hillion by 1985, but 1t then
beoan to decline. Much of the oil
revenue  was o ospent o on o social
seeurity for those  unempioyed.
ad thes uppuremly unproductive
use  of tlas precious  resource
became a hotly  debated  issue,
Many  felt that ol revenues
distracted  Britain - from tacing
ceonontic readitics. and that they
shouwtd have been nvested 1o lay
new  foundalions  for o Britain's
industriad possibilities. For
cxample,  the  Conlederagon of
British fndustry (CBIY appealed in
the carly 19808 for investmoent

engineering. production, design,

Malnageriyd and marketing
praclices: “This probubly

represents the enly route avafable
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o the United Kingdom 1o hecome
i high-meome, high-crowih

ceonumy  as the contrthution
North Seacos} declines.™

There

optinusm durtng the 9805, Smadl

wore o olher arcus [

bustesses  began to icrease
rapidly. By’ 1984 officially there
was o total ol T4 million sl
busimesses, thaugh the real fipure,
mcluding the ‘black  economy’,
wis probably gearer two miltion.
there

West

“Germany and the United States,

However  propotionately

were S opereent more in

and about bwiee as many in Franee
ad Japan,
tal o

Many  siall  businesses

suvive, mainly as acresult ol poor

management, but also because,

comipared willl aimost every other

urapean member,

Britain

Communily

ullers the feast
ciicouraging vonditions. Bul such
small businesses are important not
oty because  larze  businesses
srow lrow small ones, but also
hecause over hall the new jobs in
Britain  are  created by (s
ciiploying fewer than 130 stall,

It is not as i Britain is without
imiu._xlri;t] strenette Teis ane ol the

FING L INDE S b NS

of

world [eaders o the producuon ol
nucreprecessors, Without greler
and

mvestiment Lovermenl

cncourdgement 0 is doubtful
whether Brtan wili hold on (o ity
fead o this arca. However, it has
already Ted o the creation of ‘hi-
leelt” indusirics i three main
arcas, west ol London along 1he
M4 ‘Golden
Corridon, [owlunds
Edinburgh and

nickiaunced *Silicon Glen', and the

London

the

mnlnrwuy (o

the between

Dundee,

it

[98(}s

ared hetween
Cammbridze.  In

Siticon Glen was producing 70

mid

percent of British silicon walers

containing the microchips
cssential for the new information
Cambridge

Science Park, symbolized by its

technotopy.  The
Muodernist Schiipmberger Building,
is the Mlagship ol hi-teeh Britam.

Beginmg in 1969, by Y86 (he

Park  contained 322 Di-tech
companics, In the words ol a
consuitant,  “The  Cambridge

phenomenon... represents one o
the very™ [ow spoitancous growtis
centres i national ceanonry that
i : \
hig been depressed for all of a

decade.”
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THE TRADE VUNIONS

The other central actor in mdustry

15 the trade union movement, the

orgaiized labour of Britatn. Jis
mair characteristies are 1} the
belicl i collective  bargaining

with unpliwycrx i protect  the

intcresls ol its members, .
negotiations by one  or more
untons  with an employer 1o

achteve satislactory tales of pay
2} i

willigitess Lo he militanl, uwsing

for the  cmployees;

“any Torm ol industrial action 1o be

clicetive: By alfliation 1o and
support of the Labour Party.
Oviginally  many of the unions

were organized (o protect thelr

members not only  against
cinployers but often against other
workers.  especially  whore a
particular skill was involved. in
LROX the Trade Union Congress
(TUC)

coordimating body to represent the

was  established  as  a

viilleelve  lerests  of  waorkers

with industoalists and with

sovermmoent.

Frino 1945-79 the number of

tnines i the TUC inereased, thus

[cdiae o a smaller number ol

P ST AR CONT T TN

mine poweriul wuens. o 1960

there wore 630 twons willt 9.8

| IR

miltion moembers, but by

there were 438 unions with over

{2 mihion mcibers, This
conlralization was o mevilable
TUSPONSe 1ty the STOWIY

concentralion of capital power. By
the mid Y708 over 25 parcent of
the worklorce were cmployed in

firms of over 10,000

k]

ciployees in
The
faroest wmion, the Transport and
General Workers (TOWLY had 2
1979, More

the  private scetor alono.

million members in
unions merged durmg the 1980s,
parliy  boecause ol lalling
wembership, but also o adapl o
the mercused power of employers
moausist onomaking arrangements
with o single  union at the
workplace rather than several, as
had traditionally happencd.

During the 1496ls and [970s the
politicafly  so

unions  becanie

powerful - that no covernmenl

withot

‘Beel

could  opurile closeiy

consultine  them, ikl

suandwich™ lunches al wiach trade

unwtists and  Prime Ministers

discussed industrial slrategy

bocame o well-known [eature of
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Lie at F Downing Street. In 1971
a miners” strike brought down the
Conservative zovernment and Live

years later strike action brouglit

down the Labour  government,
Throughout  the  period  both
Labour and Conscrvative
g__'n»-'crninenlsl had  med o
nurodoce laws to linnt unton
power,  but both had  heen
unsuccessful - and  decided  that
voluntary  agreements were  the
only Fruitful solution.

The  Conservative  government
clected in 1979, however. was

determined to [tmit union power

by fuw and miroduced a scries of

LG8, 1982, and

198N, These laws had two main

1954

Liws 1
srms, The first was to restrict and
rezulate the power of unions in
idustry, and the second was to
~hutt the balance of power within
the  beliel that

cach unwon, in

ordimary  members  of  unions

wollld moderate the behaviour of

their ollicials. The laws reduced

preketing rights (assembling

aulside workplace  entramces o
discourage anyone from entering)
and the right to secondary action

{sympathy strikes or other action

[N R R R e PR B T B NP A

il workplaces  not direetly
myolvad in the disputey: made
anion leaders lable 1o fegal
prosceution 1f they ormanized
strike without o secret hallot of
membership: weakened the right
ol ugiens to msist that all workers
al a particular w:n‘kplucu belonged
to a union: threatened unton funds

tor any viokation of the new laws;

msisted  that all wnion  leaders
should  be  subject o periodic
clection by secret haltlot: and

requured that the members of each
union should vote on whether they
should have a political tund (2
destroy  the

clear  attempt  to

hnancing ol the Labour Party).

Union POWLET WS further
weakened by a lall  in
membership, from 12.2 million
(33 percent of the  employed

workioree) in 1979 to 8.7 matlion
by 1URG. Most of the shrinkagc

wis  expluned by growing

uncinpltoyment, and by the shilt in

e aubenul ceonomy. Lnion

membershup was far lower m the
STOWING  Service

new  and

industries,  so the  loss  in
imanulacturiog was got made ap in

those industies. Union power was
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atso weakened by the exclusion of

the TUC {rom consultalion will
sovernment - noomore beer and
sandwiches at Downing Strect.

Finally,  changing  ccononic
circumsiances, not only in Britian
hut in the indostrialized  world
pencrally, lln‘nugh[ greal stress (o
the union movement, particularly
most  resistant (o

and

iy those
CCONONC technological

change. In 1984-5 the miners, led

by their Marxist leader, Arthur

Scargill! fought a prolonged and
dumaging strike which ended in
the hands of «

thelr deleat at

tritm phant Comservalive

sovernment. According 1o one

newspaper  editorial it ended
Ahirly yvears of dominanl union
power which had consigned (his
country 1o a third-rate industrial
stulus™. As another
comented,

CScargiil’s lailure achieved whal
decides of exhortation did riol. T
cnahled the Tabowr movement o
cever ity atroplued hink with the
tribal doyualties of the 9208, and
with the “them™ and “us” mentality
of chass war sloguns, In splitting

bis own wion, losing its [unds,

Phailanml D SPT AR o T INT LT S

Ty WH[‘;!]?L‘.I'

and sending strikers back o work
will nothing, Scargill opencd the
tinomsm hascd

wiy  loar new

upon the ballot box, dree of
idcological claptrap.”

Apart Torm the damage o ade
unton merade, this dedeat abso led
tor o split i the miners union, with
a smiall new Union ol Democratic
Miners being lormed In
Nottinghamshire. Four years later,
m 19KE, there were two fupther

hlows 1o union solidarity. The

Ford  Motor - Compuny decided
against  building  a Jarge  car

fuctory in Dundee becaus:  the

difTerent trade unions  mvolved

could not agree on single anion
represeitation for the workforee,
which Ford had demanded. A few
manths fater the TUC felt obliged
toexpel one union from  the
movement because 1 had reached
deat wath

A special cutployur

which broke TUC vuidehnes. The

union  in o guestion had - agroed
wingle o unten” deals oand o fno-
stoke” unduertakiigs willt

ciiployers, in the beliel that its

aureeiment with cmployers
rellected the realities ol e
medern cennomy, a0 view wilh
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which at [cast one other umon
sympathized.

The lension  between such
modernists who  wish to break
away  lrom old-style  rude

gnjomsm,  and  provide a fresh
type ol service 1o 1ty members,
and the left of the tade union
movement. which clings to the old
workime-class ideologies. s likely
10 continue through the 1990s. It
is o ostruggle that the modemists
are likely to win, One reason tor
this 1s that a majority ol ordinary
inion members agree with  the
sense ol single-union deals with
cmployers, Furthermore the nature
ol union membership s changing,
willl a clear proportionate rise in

the number of white-collar union

mumbers, a nsing proportion of

lemale members, and i

dramatically mncreased proportion
(25 pereent)y of members who hy

the ond ol the 19805 were shage

owners, Fach  of  these  three

srowlly catezories s hikely 1o

weaken the male-

dominated/waorking-class/ictiist

weolavies  of  traditional  trude

utienism. e s indicative ot the

change that in F987 S8 percent of

SN D SPTAREN OO INTTEES

- A -

cither
Alliance

(Liberab/Social Democrat). Britsh

nmon  membpers voled

Conservalive or

trude umonism will etther adapt o
changiong circumstances of 11 will
continue o decline.
fUis casy to exaggerate the decline
of trade wion power during the
F9R0Os. In 198X fewer days were
fost througli sirtke action than in
any year since 1935, But it is also
true that certain groups of workers
went o onostrike suecesstully
throughout the 1980s. particularly
i essential services, ke aursing,
and
With the
political powcer, uiions become

skiliul  at

railways, the  ambulance

SUTVICE. loss ol direct

more winping  the

sympathy of the public. While the
unions are Likely o remain bouad
restrictions,

by  legal many

Conservatives  as - owell as the

labour Party helieve the unions
must  be hrought  back into
constructive  cooperalion with

covernment. A a resolt the unions
are hikely 1o regain in the 19905
some ok thie authority they lost tn
the TURDS,
The TUC

never recover iy powers beoause,

el however many
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e wards ol one commentator,

“The wave ol muorgers saggests

that mmoa few vears [ive or six
nega-utions  witl  dominaic the
TUC. They will also weaken i
hecause they will need it iess.”

The trade unton movenient has
olten been blamed for Brituin's
CCOnOmIc

1945, Many

disappointing

perfariianee  shice
preople, even union members, have
highly  contradiclory  atlitude
towards trade unionism, While a
niyorty an the [980s felt that the
unions had 0o much power, a
believed  that

nrgordy also

withaul — union  support — mosl
workers would receive worse pay
and conditions. Despite a popular
iupression that trade unions have
damaged the national economy, it
should be remembered thal cven
during the worst years ol strikes.
[oo7-T00 Britain was nidway
between the most and least strike-
countrics,

atlecied  industrialized

The apparent irresponsibitity of

the union s partly explamed by
hostle press reportine. This has
concentrated on wdastrial contfiet
et renored other aspects of union

pcliviny s voluntary workers amd

P ISR EARING N

soclul assistunce Lo those suflerig
hardship. A survey o 1979-80 al
2,000 faclories  and L ol
wiorkplaces, lor example, showced
that 48

hoheved

poreent ol emiployees

manugement-worker

1

relations were first rate, 34

pereent tood, 1S percent lairly
vood, I percent oot bad and only
Z percent Lairly poor or had. The
Lact 18 that most union mambers
never strike during ther working
e, and  most unions will try
every possibility to avoid  stike

achon.

THE WORKFORCE
By 1991 there were 355 miliion
people of \&-‘m‘ki:lg age one nullion
more han m 19X There wilt be
no substaotial change i the size
ol the workforce until alter the
vear 20000 Bui the age pattarn will
chastge, By 1994 the nunber ol
Fo-t0-year-old will have fallen by
ncarly oo mithon, compured with
oo veurs carlier. By the vear 20010
there are hikely fo be 1.8 mibhion
more peaple aped 34-54 i the
have -

T

L

warkloree changes will bo fe

workloree, This will

reaching unphications,
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uncvenly during the 19905 with a
jass af 3.3 percent in Scotland and
the north west, and ol 4.9 percent
i the north, compared  with @
arowth of 7.6 percent in the south
west and of 10.2 percent in East
Anglta.
There  have  been signtficant
changes in the labour force. In
TR0 one in five jobs was part-
ume. by 1990 11 was one i four.
During the decade 1973-83 tor the
st time in British history white-
collin workers outnumbered blue-
th

collar workers,

vrowing rony 43 to 52 pereent of

the workforce, Mass
unemployiment was @ major fuctor
i bluc-collur decline. But there
s also been a sharp decline in
the  dower grades of - clerjeal
worker. A gap has grown hetween
those  sulliciently  skilled
operate compulers and other hi-
iech  cquipment. and the fower

Paud numual workers who cannot,

This is. today, the real divide
hetween white  and  blue-colluar
classes. A Imore {Texihic

coiplovoient pattern may LIOW,

with more people sharing jobs on
hasis,

Wpart-tine some peaple

PNSELISEESUT ARG o MRS

larmer

- 38 -

coming back from retirement, and
nany more women entering the
workforce. 11 this is o happen
vovernment  will have to help
voung mothers financiatty so that
they can provide care for youny
children during working hours. By
1990 only 3 percent of companies
had

schemes. Information technology

introduced child-care

may  change  the  pattem of

workplace attendance. On average
P g

most workers 10 London spend

over  four  hours  weekly - on
commuting o work, yet with
computer  terminals  and  fax

machines at home they might only
need o attend their workplace for
periodic mectings. At survey in
1988 1995

almost half Uwe worklforce could

sugeested  that by
he doing part af thetr work from
lome. This would cut down office
and

might alse muke quahiied people

rents ollier office costs. 1t
in depressed arcas of the country
wore conopeliive an workers 1
the southeast. It could dead ©
decline ol payroll employees, and
an increased use of self-employed

workers hired Tor particular jobs.
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[iesiprtle s anhapps repsilalbion oy
i Py

industrial disputes, tere s oo bigh
level ol job satisfacthen i tiritain.
Survevs e [9TY and TUSG showe
that almoesc G poercent ol
work force are either very salisicd
ar Lty satisticd with therr work
SHTRISTRIT Furthermore, gl
comparative stody by Buropean

rade tmens 1 19RO showed that

the British worked almost an hour

A day o more, usually o Jess
caivetrable work conditions, than
chhewhert in FEurope. But this does
not pean that British workers are
vither efficient or hurdworking, As
Ralt Dalwendort noted o JUR2,
CAny borapner who watches the
ritsh at work caanot help being
antezed b Urerr Jeisurely pace.” o
F9R0 g sentor andustrialist put 1

ancticr o wave the Bridsh are

sl ient)y serions about
cariiiye o bvipe
Tlhroashont the FU8 N

nucrploviment o was a0 major
problen, But its lovel variad on
resional and  ovcupational  hasis,
Adler H duecude 0l AIHEES
v plovmonl, uncimployiment
wos holow 20 nercent o omany

proseerabs o ns of she south by

I I I R RS TR S TN

TORY . for exampie Winclioster,
(:r'zl\\-'lc_\_' aond Tunbridee Wllls,
compared with @ national averige
ol &5 percent, In [}L'L.'il[‘r.'lli(‘r[1ll|
(Crins. UnuenIpioyvaent  ameong
unskilled faboarces o 1986 was
around 35 percents compuared with
anvther recesston;  in [9wisg)
unempioyment agiin rose sharply,
Litting whitc-cotlir occupations in
the southeast barder of atl, Duning
P90 uncmployiment rose by 2205
percent nationally, but by 54

percent an the south, By

comparison (he jobh foswes 11 the
north were well o below e
nattonal averagy,

Lnemploviient, the weakening of
trade unions and the reduction o
higher rates of heomue tax lave all
lielped inereased the gap hetween
Ingher and lower rates of pay n
Britatn, A contury ago, o [88Y.
ihe fiest relinhle carmings auies
were published. They showed tha
the  highest-paid - fth of the
workforce  carned 143 pereent
more then the nutronal average
and the lowest-paad P caroed
31 percent fess than the averave.
Exactiv o contury ater oflicial

ltetises showeed that, mospite ol tee
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polivies of the wellure stale 1945-
U0 e gap between top o and
botlom carners had widened rather
than narowed. In [YRY the op
Lith carned 158 percent more and
the bottom fifth 35 percent fess
than the national averaze, Most ol
this new ineguality ocewrred in the
[980s. AL the bottom of the scale,
whinost  sixo milion Toll-lime
workers, 37 percent of the total
full-time - workers, 37 pereent of
the  total Tull-time  workforee,
carned  less than the  “decency
(hresh-old™ delined by the Council
ol Europe as 6% percent ol
average Tull-time earnings. Al the
top of the scale senior executives
ol Britsh companies in 198% were
TECCIving salary nereases
averaging 28 percent, compared
witl average carnings increases of
9.25 porcent. Even the increusces
i average carnings, it should be
noted, were substantiadly  above
the mlhdion rate at the time ol

under 5 pereent,

from CBritiin in Close-up’

(Lonyman - [999 )

FNGLISCESPEAKING COUNERIES -4 -

QUESTIONS

.o What wore the successes of
“Thatchertsm™? What wuere the
Failures?

2. How v are the trade unions
responsible for Britains
disappointing CCONMMIL
performanee’”?

3o What o happened to the
worktorce as a result ol social
changes m Britain in the 198087
What will happen 1o it in the
199057

4. ts Britwin's ceonontie decline
mevitable?  Can its coonomic
position improve? Find arguments

o support hoth points of view.
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A SOCIJAL PROFILE

LS easy o assume that the

population  of a  Weslern
industrialized  country  like

iain i1s  stable, but U iy

present 57 mithon, unul about
025, As already  noled, the
population is uncvenly distributed

across the land, and there has been

rafalgar Square is a famous meeting place

dangerous  assumption 0 make.

Thee is plenty of change coinge

on, ¢ven though the population

willnot reach 60 million. from its

an msistent drilt to the south and

south cast since the 1980s. But the

shape ol Britain's population in

age and  composition  has  been
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changing substantially oo, Smce
the middle ol the century lertlity
has Tuctuated, rapidly fncreasing
and decrcasing (op 1o 30 pereent
variation) in a single decade. This
las scrous imphications for health
ard educavon services, and for
cmplnymcnf.

Overall, that
followed the ead of World War 11,

the  ‘haby  boont'
followed by an overall decline In

births (to slightly
reptenislunent  level) during the
19705, 1s leading to major changes
in balance between age groups.
The higher birth rate of the 19605
cxacerbated unemployment levels
in the 1980s, since there were 30
percenl  more  young  people
lcaving  school than a decade
previously. In the period 1971-81
the number -of infants (0-4 age
group) fell by {2 percent, while
those aged 65 or over increased
by 34 percent (to become [7.7
pureent of the total populalion).
Primary school enrolment in 1986
26 than o

Wils lower

7L

pereent
The British population is already
one of the oldest in Burope, and it

s slowly getting older. In 1990

Pic L S AKING COUNTIILES

under

_42 .

the mwedian age in Britain was
thirty-six but it will rise o forty
one hy 20200 AU the end ol th
19905 the number of pensioners
will begm to rise rapidly, and the
work force will shrink. One resull
will be that by 2020 there will he
(wice as many people aged eighty-

1990, A

disproportionate number ol the

[ive or over as in
old, incidentally, choose to retire
(o the south coast and East Anglia,
creating regional imbalances.

[n the 1980s there were too many
school leavers, but in the 1990s
there will be too few to ﬁllllthe job
vacancies created by retirement.
This

implications for some of the

could ' have important
presently  uncmployed, for. the
fuiler employment ol women ard
for deferring tetirement until a
later age, a logical step for those
who wish to continue working in
view of the better health most
cnjoy today. | .

Britain is also changing cthnically.
There used o be an assumplion
that ~ thes British were nearly  all
Anglo-Saxen, i spite  of - he
substantial immigration ol people

(rom continental Europe  during
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the first hall ol the centory. Sinee
black people Irom the Caribbean
were recruoiled to il job vacanocies
during the 19505 over two nullion
Alro-Caribbean and Asian people

have come (o live and work i

Britain, becoming 5.7 percent of

Britatn's pc;pulelliou by 1990, hul
concentrated particularly n
London and Leicester (where their
density is three times the national
average), and in Bradlord, Slough
and Birmingham (where it 15 twice
the nativnal average).

such broad

“Despile changes,

stereotypieal  views  concerning
Brittsh society persist. Take, for

cxample, the classic tamily.

FAMILY

“There is mo  such  thing  as
sucivty” Mrs, Thatcher onee said,
“Owy mdividual men and women,

Many

bt

and  lamies” people

disagree  with her, there

renains a strong fecting it (e
rmediate or nuclear’ family s
the hasic unit of society, and that
IKSPRTH

Famuly values

o

raditional

he mamstay of notional lile.

SRS S EARING COH RIS

The

pretured as o mawrricd couple, witl

nuckear Tamtly 15 usually

two children, wieally o girl and a

haoy, aitd perhaps their
srardmother. or granny, in the

hackground. As a picture of the
British

becomes increasingly  unrcalistic

wiy  mosl five,  this

cach year, Il the picture includes

the tradittonal idea of the pun
gomg oul o work while the wile
stays al home, # 1y probably iruc
HY percent of the

ol less thun

country,  Even without such a
Imuted definition, only 42 pereent
of the population live in auclear
family  houscholds.  and  even
withtn this group w considerable
proportion ol parenls are in their
seeond mamtage with children
[rom a previous marriage. In fuct,
1015 expuected that by the year
2000 only hadl the children horn
m Britin will grow up oo
convenlional fanyly with parents
already mamied when they were
born and remaining marricd alwr
they have grown up.

Social attiludes and behaviour arc

The

number of peaple iving aone s

imdoublediy clunging.

risen signilicantdy, from one in ten



THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN |RELAND

o E9S 1 o one i four thirty vears
fivrs By the end of the century it

v oapevied Lo orise o one i tdiree,
|

I the same period the proportion:

o liesceholds contaiming five or
more: people has dropped {rom
one i live 1o fewer than one in
e e Bridsh  are clearly
beceming o more solitary nation
motherr hiving habits. This wili
have  social umplications  for
exiwmple housing needs in the
lwre. There s an increasing
proporiton of men and  women
“living together hetore marrtage.
For cxample, o 1961 only |
percent ol Hirst-time married
couples  had  previously  been
iving together, compared with 24
poercentiin {Y8S. By the vear 201000
Hoas ostimated that most couples
wil Tive together before marrying.
Others hving  together.  or
wehubiting”. never do get married.
i 197 only 3 percent ol all
womer between the ages of 3
and 49 were cohabiting, bul o
vears kder e devel kad risen (o

over B owereent.,

This dees not mican that there are
lewer rtages o Britain.

Mamazes we ws popular ey ever,

PRI RIS s

with 400000 weddings  vearly.
Bt 1wl ¥S percent of ali
marriages were lor the firsl bme.
while  oday 37 percent are
seeond-tume marriages for at least
ore partner. This lgare implies 2
high yearty divoree rate, and his
has risen o be the highest in
Earope. In 1960 the  yearly
divorce rate was 2 per thousand,
but by 1988 this hud risen 0o 12,9
per thousand. abost twice the
European average ol 69 per
thousand. [ Lact, more than ope
i three fiest marriages ends in
divorce,  one quarter of - first
miarmagzes fatling i the first five
yvears., Resewell shows that the
rale s highest among those on g
low come wnd those who marry
very young, say under the age ol
24

What happens o those whoodo
nunTy ! Renwrtage may keep up
the  number of total marmiages
cacly year, but there has also been
aitoinerease i the number of
cotples choosing o Jive together
but not marry, and also ol woinen
whey choose toamury later in lile.
Only one in seven women aped

Petween 25 and 29 was st single
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YT compared with one i

thice by e end ol the 19805,

Some, ndoubtedly,  choose 1o
cohabri, but other women prefer a
measure of independence, cither
by cohabiting or by living alone,
which they fear they will ose by
marriage. :Thc.

pursiit - of  career  father  than

marrage was characteristic of the
198,

Personal  development

must also partly  explain the

growing divorce rate. Alonuside a
divoree

FOS0s

soctal - heceptance of
gredater today than in the
[960)s, bave  heen

and WOTNET]

lcredasingly  dissitislied by the

traditional  expectations ol the
womat's tole in marriage. They
also frequently want (he right to
ﬁur.\'uu a4 career. Somelimes  the
hushand's difficulty in adapting 10
the new sitwation puts a stuin on
the marriage,

One inevitable consequence of the
climbing divorce rate has heen the
risc ol Lammilies.

single  parent

These families often CX[rIence

ofation and  poverty. Stngle
parent  Lanndies have  heen
smervasing, doubling forn %

pereent of all lamifies in 1972 10

BN TE ST ARING COR 7215

prelerence of

[0 pereent hy 1988 The great

mmority o single  parents - arg
wommen. Clildren. of course, arc
One  in

children under the age of five has

nmain - victins, three
divoreed parents. Forty percent of
children experience the divorce of
their parents bhefore the age of
etohileen.

There has also been an increase in
habies horn outside marriage. It is
a sign of both increase in numbers
and changing social attitudes hat

these  bahies, once deseribed s

tHeoitimate’ {a penmanent
punishinent for - e hnocent
haby b, e nowe deserthed

olticially as non-marital’. In 196
only 6 percent ol births were non-
marital. but the rale rose steeply
durtng the 1980, {rom 16 1y 23
percent in the years 1983-87. This
rapid rise reflects the increase in
cohabitation, which accounts tor
48 percent of non-marital births.
Unfortinately. cohabitation is 20
mdieation of a long-term stakie
children.

cuvironment for

Slatistics show  that  cohabiting
parents are three times more Likely
Wosplit up than married  parents.

The remaining non-marital hirtk;
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are toosingte mothers, willy the rie
betng highest dnarcas ol high
and  the

ureimployiment sreatest

poverly,  sugeosting Lo
amiysts that the birth of a childd
such

SIVCS 4 waman o in

CITCHNISTANUES Sonweile o love, a

purpose in lile and  also slale
assistunce. There is also an et
dimeasion. O aceount ol the

riudinional weakness ol family tile
{rom

434

resubling

shavery, percent ol West

Indin Lanties are siagle-parent
faanilics.
Whial such

can  bhe  made  of

cvidenee? For some members of

the  Conservative  Party,  such

statisiios are evidence ol moraf
dachne, and they argue the need
o return o lradttional values. In
the  tace of the evidence this
sowmids bke wishiul thinking, but
1o true that durtng tie 19805, in
the words of an ofhicil survey.
“the pendulum is swinging against

the more liheral attittides ol e

P96Us and [Y50s" By the end of

e T9E0Os  there was 4 more

censortous attitude  lowards sex

citlstde nrarriage (hul not owards

sex belore marriage), towards
R R E R A USRI I A R T

SO

centurics ol

A

homrosexuality, the availability of
nortography and the provision of
cnptraception for those wnder the
age ol sixleen.

Is Britain really inomoral decline?
[t would be saler o say that ol
values  are changine, with Jess
atlention vn tradilionad delinitions
and

ol mmoraliy, areier

ciipliasis - on personal  morality

being rooted v kindness  and
respect for  olhers, Many,

however, would disagree with this

verdict, pomiting to o the  high
divorce and non-murital birth rates
as evidence of fundamental Latlure
o be kmd ar 1o respect others.
Once

Devon magistrate has this to say:

rellred scheol cacher and

“You cannol give youny people

inaral twition inhes (sex) arca any

more.  They  wgerd il as an
intoterable  nnusion  mto thedr
privacy,” Yot he contintes,

st admit that T also find older

children  more mature, o
responsible, more considerate 1o
cach other.™ s oo casy simply
1o blame-u moral decline on the
Fatture to uphodd fanuly values,
Tiwre wre oher tungs which must

he constdered o understimd what
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is woing on i society and why., A
fundamental one 18 e matter of
social cluss.

SOCIAL CLASS

Britain has a deeply individualistic
sociely. Nevertheless, it is also
deseribed as i\;wing a class-ridden
one. Is it really tue? The answer
is ol simple. Undoubtedly Brilain
15 a class-conscious society bt
this does not mean that sociely is
more divided than, for example, in
France. Many people feel that
class divisions exist Tess in realily
(han o the imagination. In part the
sense ol division probably comes
rome that love of hierarchy and
sense ol deference about which

Walter Bagehot  wrote over  a
century ago. Not only the Roval
Funuly, bul also the surviving
titled  families  and  old  Jand-
owniyg famibics are treated with
greater deference than mught be
expected o4 dt:lﬁm:ralc)-'. There
can be po doubt that they enjoy
special status.

But such people are a very small
mirority ol the populaion. Most
people are classilied according 1o
their - work

oceupations  Tatling

IINGESE ST AJNC DO INTITES

_47 .

o two broad groups, as in other
ind ustriadized societics, the middle
cluss (or blug-collar workers). The
kind of

indieattes education and how much

work cdone  not only
s carned, but aiso the kind ol
social contact that 15 usual. Most
people generally mitx socially with
the same Kind of people as those
with whom they work., Manual
cach

tend oo omix with

do

workers
olher, s profession:ls
(doctors, lawyers and senior clvil
servants) and managers. Sueh a
piclure suggests @ static situation,
but in fact  there 15 major
movement hclween classes. Many
people move from one category o
another or inerease thetr level of
responstbifity during their
working lives. More importanily,
the  working  class  is rapidly
declining. In 1911 three oul of
cmployed  or o scll-

cvery  four

cmployed  people were manual
workers. By 1950 that proportion
had iallen 1 two out of three, but
since then had Tallen 1o only one
in three. Sinee the 1950s there has
heen a massive growth of (the

middle class.,
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The  ouddle class vinbraces 2

rnge ol people from senior

professicnals, tor example judeces,

seniermedical  specialisis and

setar vl servants, througle o

clorieal workers - i aihier swords,
ahnost ali peopte who eamn their
Iving o’ non-manual way. 1o

this  exient,  the  middle  cluss

citbedivs  much  variety  and

camnet claim a single identity. The
sense ol soeial class or RIOUP I8
cirele.

alfecred by sowcal

cducation and compirative

Swealthy althouell these do not
nevessanly  work together. A
refatively poor  but hivhty

cducated  family may find itself

Wsoclatye with wealthicr but
shlariy highly cducated riends.
A exdremely rich but tess highly
will

cducated  fumily probably

assoctate with others of similar
cducational level,

The middle class s the enzine
roant ob the ceonomy, Unlike the
winking cluss, the middic chiss
Haswreat fuidity and  mohiliy.
DPuring 1he twenty years 1971-91
appreximaltely twomillien jobs
arecreated inthe professional and

nkrntzerial fields alone, wnd the

L N N I A R RS SN

T

whole nuddlie class s constantly
expanding. Over hall of oday's
middie

wirking class,

class stacted Jite i the
Buyond e middle cluss Ties
soadl hut powertul upper class,
witich survives frons Gl
gencration to asother, Although
the upper cluss seems to be merely
an extension ol the middle class, it
three

(s actwadly  separaled by

things: property, networks  and
power. For example, the top |
pereent  of  wealth - holders
probably own about one guarter of

the nation's wealth, a Jarge drop

Irom the two o thirds they
controlicd i 1914, but laruer
proportion than vne might expect

The

reason that the top b opercent has

o sodern danocracy.

remained 50 woealthy is

mherttance. which s spread

around the Famidly (o minimize the

chicets ol Lakation, Without

mhieritance the ep 1 pereent

Far gess wealthy  and

wietlld b
would not he able o sustam their
pustion ~irom ope generiadion Lo
anothier. The coe o the cluss s
probably ondy hetween 25 000 and

OGN steones hut they contind
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key arcas of capital in the national
ceonomy. For example, o study m
F976 showed how  just eleven
held ifty-seven

250

peaple

dircctorshiups 1 the  1op

companics 1w Britwin. Nine of tlic

cleven, through their
dircetorships,  inked  (hirly-ninc

major companies. Members ol the
upper class share a very specilic
wentity, The sons all go o public
schoots, vsually the more famous
ones. As o one sociologist s
noted, "The ruhing minority has
survived all the  translormations
from medieval 1o modern society
by a long series of concessions
and accommodations in return [or
refention of and

in fact in the 1980y,

privileges

property.,

alter dhirty  years of a more
cgalitarian niood,  there was  a

growing nostalgia for the upper-
class lie style, excenplified by (he
(elevisient dramatization of Evelyn
Waugh's Brideshead Revisited in
1979 and stimulated by a eencral
political wood which encouraged
the aequisition and  display ol
wealth as a0 symbaol of success.
the

Perhaps publication: ol &

bestsclior in 1982, entitled  The

ENGLTAEARING COUNTRIES

CMficial Siowne Kanger landbook,
winch pavodicd the upper classes
lor whom Sloanc Streel was the
centre af their London life.

Those who think that Britain has o
class-ridden society usually think
ol the contrast between this small
group, maintained by s greal
wealth, property and  privileecd.
and

unskilled manual working  cluss,

cducation, the  shrinking
which has heen chuaracterized by
stetficantly " higher
uncmployment than other groups.
But these two extremes are’ where
there s the Jeast social mohility.

Almost

upper cluss renunn in it while 40

hall those born mto the

pereent  of  sons  of  unskilfed

manual wOrkers themselves
remarn i that class. But amony
the termediate categories of
people, skilled manual workers,
clerical  workers,  supervisors,
managers and professionals, there
s ahigh degree of social mobility.
Nevertlicless,  the pereeption of
class condlict remains. Since 1964
opinion  potls  have  asked
rundom sample of people, "There
uscd 0 he a fot of alk in politics

aboul the “cluss stugele”. Do’ you
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think there is o doss struewle i
Hus countey”” In 1964 48 pereent
thousht  so, and  this  ligure
lcreased o 60 percent in 1973
and 74 1984, One

reason for tins may be the way in

percent in

which the siow redisiribution of

wealth from the top § or so
percent (whiclh still controls 47
percent ol marketable wealth) has
only fiftered down throush the
richer hall of society In relative
terms. the bottom 50 percent has
almost

renuned wiholly

unallected.

“Brituin in
(g - [999)

Fren Close-up’

LLSTIONS

L. Stnce the middle of the century,
tertility in Briain has Incrcased
and decreased stenificantly. What
cllect does this have on
ciployment!

1

Why s the number of “non-
marita!” births increasing !

YooAre class divisions in British
society redl or imagined? Find
cvidence inothe text o support

Your argument,

et R FR R SR N | IS AN

4. The tradinonal picture of the

Briish - Loty with a0 marvied

couple  and  two o children s

becommy increasingly wnrcalistic.
In wlid major ways is the famnly
stimilar - chanees

chungine”?  Ape

aking piace in Vietnam?
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UNIT V

THE EDUCATION SYSTEM

Britain  1s

I :ducatinn In
provided by the  Local
Education Authority (LEA)

in cach county. It is financed

partly by the Government and
partly by local taxes. Until
recently, planning and

organization were not controlled

by central government. Each LEA

was  [ree o decide  how 1o
organize education in its own
area. In September 1988,
however, the ‘National

Curticulum’ was  ntroduced,
which mepns that there is now
control

grealer  governmental

over whatts taught in schools.

NVURSERY EDVCATION
(UNDER ¥ YEARS)

Children do not have o go to
school until they reach the age of

live, butt there is some  (ree

nursery-sthool education belore
that age.

POLESTESMAKING COUNTRIES

LEAs  do

nurscry-school places Tor all who

However, not  have

would like them and these p[ua.‘css
are usually given to families in
special circumstances, [or
cxample families with one parent
only. Because of the small number
parents in

ol nursery  schools,

many arcas have [ormed play

croups  where  children under 5
years can go for a morning or
alternoon a couple ol times a

week.

The Tower of London was first bult v
William the Congqueror more than 908 years
ago, and was famous as a prison.
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PRIMARY EDVCATION (5 TO
11 YEARS)

Primary education takes place
infunt schools (pupils aged from 3
W 7 ovears) and junior schools
(Bromt 8 to 1 vearsh, (Sowme LEAS
have a dilterent system in which
nuddle  schools  replace  junior
schools and take pupils aged {rom

9 to 12 years.)

PRIVATE EDVCATION {5 TO 18
YEARS)

SSome purents choose to pay for
private cducation in spite ol the
existence of free state education,
Private  schools  ure called by
dilferent names to state schools:
the  preparatory  (often called
pre )y schoods are for pupils aged
up to 13, and the public schools
are Lor [3 to 18 year-olds. Thesc
schouls are very expensive and
they are attended by about 3

percent of the school population.

SECONDARY EDVCATION {11
TO 16/18 YEARS)

Since the (944 Educaton Act of

Parbiament. free sceondary

cducation has heen avalable to all

[T S I B F B B TR L TV S

L

[

clubdren 0 Britain, Todeed,

must po oo school untl

clhitldeen
the age ol [ooand pupils may stay
on for one or two years more (i
they wash.
Sceondary  schuols we usually
much larger than prunary schools

and Ri)

pereent - 2o woa comprehensive

most  children - over

school at the age of Tl These

schooly are not selective - you
don’™t bave Lo pass an exam to go
there.

In 1965 the Labour Government
introduced the policy  of
comprehensive education. Before

all

exam ab the age of 11 called the

that  lume. children toek an
T+ Approximately the top 20
percent were chosen to go o the
academic gragnmar schools. Those
who fatled the! T4 (80 percent)
woenh to seeondary modern
schools,

Aot of people thought tha this
system of selection the age of 1]
Wibs UNGHT bl many children. So
were

comprehensive  schouls

introdiced 1o ofter  suitble
courses Tor pupils ol all abilizes.
Some LEAs started W chanyge over

fo comprehensive educdion
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numcdidely,  bul some werc
harder Lo convince amd slower e
act, There are o fuw LEAS who

old

srimnar schools, but most LEAS

stll keep the

have nuw changed aver
completely o non-seleclive
cducationin comprehensive

suhools,

COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOLS

Comprehersive schools want o

develop e talents o cach
mdradual child, So they offer a
wide choice of subjects, frouw ant
and crall, woodwork anid domestic
scicnee o the scrences, modern
faniguages, romputer seience, cle,
All these sthiects are enjoved by
both girls aud boys.

Pupils at comprehensive schools

are quite often put into sets' lor

the more ccademic subjects such
as mathematics or langiuges. Scts
are Tormec according o ability in
cach subjot, so that for example
the children i the highest sct Tor
maths witl not necessarily be m
the Fighest set [or French, Alf
next class

pupis move to the

alematica [l at the end ol the

VL,

R I NS R ST S REHN

gysieny Cof

EDVCATIONAL REFTORM

In e Late T980s the Conservalive

Government  made  important

clanges to the British educational

system. One ol the most
fundamental  changes  was  the
introduction of a new  ‘National
Cumiculum’. The  alm was 1o
priwvide @ more  halunced
cducalion,

In secondary school, for example,

R¥ ol the tmetable must be

spenl o the “core curriculum’.
This  must include  English,
Muathematics,  Scicnce and  a

Modern Language for all pupils
up o the age of 16, (Belore 1989
pupils of 13 or 14 used to choose
the  subpects they  wanled o
continue studying ) Al the sanw

time, the new curriculum places

greater enphasis on the more
practcal  aspects  of  cducation.

Skills are  bemny  taugtt whieh
students will need Hor Life and
work, and work expericace’ -

when pupils who are soon poing
(o lfeave school sperd some time
ot busimess or i dustry - has
stundard the

hecome o parl of

school progron,
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Together  with the "Nattonad
Curricilum’,  a
Records ol Achiovement’  was
mtroduced. This program is know
as REACH, and it attempts o set
fewrning ohjectives {or cach term
ad year i prunary school, and
for cach ‘component of  cach
subject a secondary school, Tlis
has introduced much more cenral

and

what s taught. Many people think

control standardization  into

this wil! riaise cducational
standards,  bul some  teachers
fargue that they have Jost the

ability 1o respond to the needs and
nterests of  therr pupils. which
may be different from pupits [rom
other areas.

Av part of the 'REACH" program,
new tests have been introduced
lor pupils at the ages of 7,11, 13
and 1A, The atm of these tests is o
discover any  schools or areas.,
which wre not teaching o high
chotigh  standards. But many
paceits and teachers are unhappy.
They leel that s o return o the
days of the "I+ and that the tests
areantarr hecause they  retlect
ditferences in home background
Some

ralhier thanin ability,

FINEL DN TE D ARENG U N TR

procoun of

teachers also fear that because of
preparation for (he tests, lessons
will be more namrow’ with a lot ol
tme being spent on Mathematics
and Boghsh. for example, while
other interesting  subjects which

are not tested may be et oulf.

Educationat retivm 15 bringing
other changes o, City

Technology Colleges (CTCs) are
new super-school tor scientifically
silted  children,  who - the
Government hopes -will he the
sclentists and technological
tuture.  These

tunded by

experts ol the
schools  are puartly
tdustry.

In addition to the CTCs, since
E998 the Government has given
ordinary schools the right to ‘opt
out ol {choose to Jeave) the LEA
I a majority ol parents want 1L
Previously all state schools were

the LEA

witich provided the schools in s

under (e conlrol ot
arca with money {or books elc,
patd the teachers, and controficd
cducational policy, Now schools,
which ot out, will Teceive money
divectly from the Government and
will be free o spend s they

like. They can even pay achers
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mere of less than i LEA schiools

ey want ey and they can

aceeptany chiidren < the pupils do

ol have o come  from the

neiehborbond, Many people fear
o < .

that s will mean a relarn o

sulection, e, these schools will

choose the brightest children. The
Gowvernment  says that the new
schoods will mean more choiee for

Parcnts.

EXAMS

f . P .
Al the age of 14 or 15, i the third

or lourth Torm of  secondary

schonl, puptls begin o choose
thetr exams suhjects. In [YRE a
new  public examination - the
General Certificate of Secondary
(GCSE) -

itroduced Tor 16 year-olds. This

Education wis
cxaminalion  assesses pupils on
e work they doin the 4" and 8"
year b sceondary school, and s
ollen iy ernully assessed, although
there may also be an exam at the
cidd of the course.

Puplls who stay on into the sixth
forns or who zo on tooa Sixth
Forn College (17 year-olis 1n the
Power Sixth and 18 yewr-Hlds

the Elpper Sexth) uswably Tdl into

CNCTLISEE RPEARENG D DO N TR S

fwa categories. Some puptls will
hoe retaking GOSES in order 1o gl
hetter grades, Others with study
two ot (hree subjects [or an A
Level, This means that if pupils
wish o study wore than two or
three subjects in the sixth lrom
they can lake a combmation ol A
and "AS Levels. In Scotland the

cxam svstem s shahtly different.

LEAVING SCHOOL AT
SIXTEEN

Muny lcave
school at the age of 16 and go toa
Further Education (FE) College.
Hore

finked o some kind of practical

people  decide Lo

most ol the courses are
vocational training, for example in
cnuineering, yping, cooking or
hairdressing. Sanwe young people
are  given  ‘day  release” (then
cmployer allows them tme olf
work) so o that they can [ollow a
course 1o help them in their ob.

For those 16 year-olds who Jeave

schoo] and who cannot Lind work

but do ot want o go to FE
Colleze,  the  Governpoent has
introduced  the Traming Credit
Scheme. This o scheme allows
young  people L2000 1o buy

]
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truining  feading 0 o National
Vocational Quulilication from an
cmplover or training orzamzalion
that parteipates in the scheine.
Becuause the youny people pay for
thetr owi raining i encourages
employers o give them work, [t
abse wives the trainec valiable

wark experience.

Fream CSpotliaghr on Britain

(C)xtord University Press - 20001}

QUESTIONS

L. Do your think  sccondury
cducation should he setective or
vonnprehensive?

2o What are the advantages and
disadvantages of both systems?

3o Whut do vou think of the
Vietnaumese education’?

4. Should young people take a
break ol one or two years between
feaving  school  and  continuing

with urther education?

LTS RN ORI S - A -
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UNIT VI

CULTURE - LEISURE - ENTERTAINMENT -
SPORT AND HOLIDAYS

THE BRITISH OVT OF DOORS

he Brittsh spend as much

time as they can out of

doors, in spile of the
weather. Sometimes in summer it
is grey and wet for day after day,
while I winter it can be sunny
and dry and even warm. Familics
who can afford it, keep ponies,
and many people hire horses from
riding stables, lor riding is very
popular, especially among  pirls,
You can go pony trekking ol
Britam, on Exmoor and Dartmoor
3 the West Country, and on (he
hills and mountains of northern
England, Scoland  and  Wales.
Pony trekking is one ol the best
wivs ol sceing Britain, because
(here are su many bare hilltops
with wanderiul views.

Family holidays by the seaside in
towns ike Blackpool, Brighton or

Scarborough we very Enelish. The

PROTIN T SPTARDNG OO N T2

S87-

cliuldren build sand custies on the
heach, while therr parents dip.{hc:irl
feet in the waves or sleep in deck
chairs, and the whole family cats

all

different amusements on the piers.

shell fish and  enjoys the
People whe want a quiet scaside
holiday go 1o the unspoilt rocky
coasts of Devon and Comwall,
Scotland and Wales.

From spring unul autuma many
voung people spend their holidays
hiking - walking long distances
from place 1o pluce with packs on
their backs. It doesn’t cost much
and is the best way of escaping
from crowds, Britain is one of the
most thickly populated countrics
m Lburope. Yet there are large
arcas where there are no towns,

anly aiew old vithages and lfanns.

In some ol the loncliest and
lovehiest areas tiere are Tong-

distance tooipaths. The Jongest,
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the Pennioe Way, is over 300 kin
fonz [0 winds through Torests,
along e lop of tall, grassy hills,
down ta deep valleys  called
“Jales™.

ikers bed and brenkfast, There

Some  larms  will olfer

are also Youth Hostels and plenty

ol places to camp. The Pennine

hills are called the backhone of

England,  Walking  in (the
mountains  of  Brilain can  be

dangerous. Paths made by sheep
suddealy drop into thin air and
every  year walkers and  rock-
climbers fall to their death. Ben
Scotland,

Nevis,  in Britain's

highest mountain, is only 1342m

high, but it has a rock lace of

30thy Trom top to bottom.

From “Background to English -
speaking  Countries' (Macmillun
Publishers - 1997

A _NATIONAL PASSION

Spart probably  plays a morc
anportant part in people’s lives in
Britmin than it does in most other
For a

number, and this is especially truc

counlries. very  large

lov men, it is their main lorm ol

catertainment. Millions take part

nvsome kind ol sport at least onee

PINCHLSED SEPLAKING 0N T2 A

- SK -

aweek. Muany mlhons more are
regular spectators and Tollow one
or niore sports . There are hours of
televised sport cach week. Every
newspaper,  national  or - local,
yuality or popufar, devotes severud
pages entirely to sporl,

The British are only rarcly the best
in the world al parlicular sports in
modern times. However, they arc
one ol the best in the world in a
much larger number ol different
sports  than any other country
(British

agamn). This chapter fooks at the

individualism  al work
most publicized sports with the
lurgest tollowings. But it shouid
be noted that hundreds ¢f other
sports are played in Brituin, each
with its own small hut enthusiastic
lollowing. Some ol these may not

be seen as a sport at all by many

people. For most people with
large  pardens,  for  oample,

croguet 18 just an agreeablé social
pastime [or a sunny atlerncon. But
ooa Tew, 11 is a deadly serious
competition, The same is true of
other ames  such  as  indoor
howling, darls or snooker. Even
board games, (he kind yeu buy in
milional

a4 {oysho have their
pr
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champions. Think of any pastime,
however {rivial, wlich invaolves
Some elétilent of competition and,
somewhere tn Britain, there s
probably a national association tor
it which organizes conlests.

The

competition '

Briushh  are  so

that  they  cven
introduce it into gardening, Many
people mndulge in an  informal
rivalry with their neighbours as to
who can grow the better lowers
or vegetables. But the rivalry is
sometunes  [ormalized.  Through
fhe country, there are
competitions in which gardencrs
coter thelr cabbages.  lecks,
omons, carrols or whatever in the
hope that they will be judged the
best’. There is 4 similar situation
with animals. There are hundreds
ol dog and cat shows throughout
the coustry at which owners hope

that ther pet will a prize.

THE SDCIAL IMPORTANCE OF
SPORT

The inportance of participation in

sport aas egal recogmtion  in
Britain, Every local authority hus
a duty to provide and maintain

playmny ticids and other facilitics.

LENETLES S ARING OO NTRIES

fond ol

which are usually very cheap to

Use  @hd  sometimes even drec.

Spectator sport is also a matter of
For

example, there is a law which

offictal  public  concern.
prevents the television rights 1o
the mast famous annual sporting
oceasions, such as the Cup Final
Derby, sold

exciusively (o satellite channels.

and  the heing
wluch most people cannot reccive.
In these cases it seems 10 he the
event, rather than the sport itsell,
which is importunt. Every year the
Boat Race und the Grand National
are watched  on television by
ntllions of people who have no
greal inlerest in rowing or horse-
racing. Over time. some events
have developed o mystique which
gives them a higher stalus than the
standard a1 which they are played
deserves. In modern times, for
example, the standard of rughy at
the annual Varsity Match has been
rather Jlow - and et il is always
shown live on tejevision,

Sometimes the traditions  which
HCCOmpPany an eventl can seem ds
nuportant as the actual sporting
contest. Winibledon, for instance,

IS ROl just @ lennts tournament. Nt
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means swmnier fashions,

strawberrtes and  crean, garden
partics and long, warmi English
suminer cvenings. This reputation
created a problem lor the cvegl's
organizers in 1993, when it was
(elt that security for players had (o
be tightened. Because Wimbledon
is essentiadly a middie-class event,
Brirish
aflow themselves o be treated like

foothall Winbledon

policemen

fans. wilh

seeurity  fences, an
horses and other measures (o keep
Fans ofF the court? ft just wouldn™t
‘he Wimbledon!

The long history of such events
has meant that many of them, and
their venues, have hecome world-
Fwmous. Therelore, it is not only
the British who turn in to walch.
The Grand National, for example,
a television

This

cnthusiasim has litde to do with

attracts

oo milhon. worldwide
the standard of British sport. The
cup mals of other countries olten
have hetter quality amd  more
cntzrtaining foothall on view-bul
more  Buropeans waleh  the
English Cup Final thap any other.

The standard ol British tenus s

AU LISTRSPEARING COUNTIIES

tennis fans would aever

audience of

-Gt -

poor, and Wimbledon 1 only one
ol the world™s major lournaments,
But il you ask 11ﬁy fop tenais
player, you find that Wimbledon
is the one they really want Lo win.
Every Hoothaller in the world
dreams ol playing at Wembley,
every crickeler in the world of
playing at Lord's, Wimbledon and
Lord's arc the spirttual homes” ol
their respective sports. Sporl is @

British export!

FOOTBALL

The Tult official name ol “soccer’

(as it is called in the USA and
is

This

distinguishes it Irom other Kids

in Britain)

Toathall’.

sometimes

Sassoclalion

such as rughy  loothall  (amost
called  simply
Gucelic footbdll, Australian foatbati

always ‘rughy ),
and American looathall, However,
most people in Britain el ol
Qoothall. This s

ils  dominant rofe.

simply

indicative of
Everywhere in the country except
south Wales, 1t is casily the post
popular spectator sport, the mosi-
played sport in the country’s state
and

popular participatory  sports for

sclhiools one ol the nost
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adults. In terms  of  numbers,

foothall, not cricket, v the

national  sport,  Just as il s
evervwhere else in Eurppe.

British Tootball has  traditionally
drawn its main [ollowing from the

I

working class. In general, ihe
intelligentsia ignored it But in the
lust twa decades ol the twenticth

century, il has started o attract

wider mterest, The appearance of

fanzines is an indication of this.
Fanzines are magazines written in
but

and

aninldrmal often  highly

intethgent wilty  slyle,

published by the Lans of some of

e clubs, One or two books ol

Lterary merit have been writien
which focus not only on players,
tcams and tactics but also on the

wider social aspects of the game.

Light-hearted [oatball
programmes  have  appearced  on
television which  shinilarly  give

atlention o ‘off-the-held” matlers.
There much
1990}

Waorld Cup there was a joke

has  also heen

acadenue interest. AL the
antong English lans that it was
mpossible (o {ind a hotel room
becanse they had all been taken by

. . sede ]
.\nunllngi.\l.\,

ENGILIST-SPEAKING COPNTRILS

-0 -

Many leam sports -in Britain, bt

espectally  foothall, lend 0 be
men-only, “wibat’ allanrs, In the
USA, the whole Tamily pocs 1o
watel the baschall. Similarly, the
whole [amity pocs along to cheer
the trish national foothall team.
But in Britun, only a handlul of
children or women go 1o Tootbali
maiches.  Perhaps this s wh&
active support for focal teams has
had a lendency (0 become violent.
[970s 1980

lootbatl hooliganism was & major

During  the and
problem in England. In the 19905,
naowever, it seemed to be on (e
Enzlish

Europe are now no worse in their

dechine. lans  wvisiting
bchaviour than the fans ol many
olher countrics,

club

lafting  lor

Allendances ot - Briush

malches  have fheen
several deeades, Many  stadiums
are very old. uncomfortable ind
sometimes  dangerous.  Accidents
al prolessional foothall matches
have led o the decision to turm all
the country” foothafl grounds into
Sabl-scater” stadiums, Fans can no
fonger stad. jump,  shout " and
the lerraces’

SWay oon cheap

behind the goals (there have heen
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cmolional  farewells  at maity

sreunds to this traditional “way ol

[N

T Ty assumed  that being

sealed  makes  fans more well-

helived. It remains o be seen
whether  this - development will
i foothall matches into events

for the whole famiiy,

HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL
OCCASIONS

Britwin is a country govemned by
routine. It has  fower putic
holidays than any other country in
Burope and  fewer than North
America. (Northern freland s
Lwoexira ones, however)., Even
New  TYear's Day was not an
ollictal public holiday in Engsland
and Wales until guite recently (but
SOomany people save themselves a
holiduy any way that it was
thougle it might as well become
olfictal’). There are  almost no
semi-ollicial holidays cither. Most
oiticial holidays oceur either Tust
belore or just alter a weekend. so
that the practice of making  «
bridee’ is Wmost unkpown,
Morcovar, there are no traditonal
extra ol holidays i particular

places. Althoush the origm ol the

DNUASTT N AKING: £l N[ 30w

word “holiday’ is “holy day', gt
all public holidays (usually known
as Thank holidays'y are connected
with refigious celebration,

The Briish also secem 1o do
comparalively badly with regard
to anntal holidays. These are not
as long as they are in many other
countrics. Although  the average
employee gets four weeks’ paid
holiday a yeur, in no town or city
i the country would a visitor ever
get the irmpression that the place
had ‘shult down’ for the summer
hreak. (In fuct, ubout 40% of the
population  do not  go away

anywhere {or their holidays.)

MODERN HOLIDAYS

Both of the (raditional types of
hobiday have become less popular
in e fast quarter of the twentieth
ccniur}-/, The  increase  in car
ownership has cncouruged many
people to ke caravan holidays
abroad. By {971, the Britishh were
aking 7 million foreign holidays
and by 1987 20 million. Thesc
dnys,_ millions ol British people
tuke their cars across the changel

every yewr and nearly hali of all
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the mights spent on holidays away
from howe are spent abroad.

Most foreign olidays are package
holidays, in which transport and
accommodation are booked and
pard [or through a travel agent.
These holidays are often booked a
advance. In the

long  thme  in

middle of winter the television

companies run programunes which
about  the

SIve  Information

packages being  offered. People

need cheermg up at this time of

the year! In many British homes it
has hecome traditional to get the
holiday  brochures out and  start
talking ahout where 10 go o the
sumner Boxing Day. Spaiu is by
far the most popular package-
holiday destination.

Hudl of

within Britain are now for threc

all the holidays taken

days or less. Every bank-holiday
weekend there are long  tradfic
Jamys along the routes 1o the most
The

have

popular - holiday  areas.

tradiional seaside  resorts
survived by adjusting themsclves
(o this e, {Ouly the rich have
sceomd howses or cottages in the
countryside 1o which they  can

coeapic @l weekends ) Bul there are

TS HSPRAKRING COTNTIU N
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also many other types of holiday.
Hliking i1 the country and sleeping

at youth hotels has long  been

popufar  and  so,  among  an
enthustastic minority,  has  pat
boling  (The  exploration of

underground caves). There is also
4 wide tange of ‘activity” holidays

avatlable, giving full expression (o

example, take part in a ‘murder
weedend”, and find yourself hving
out the plot ol detective story,

Anincreasing number of people
now vo on Cworking' holiday.
durmg which they nught hielp 1o
repalr an anctent stone wall or
lake part in an archacological dig.
This 18
traditional type ol “holiday™ - {ruit

an  echo  of  another
picking. It used o be the habit of
poor people [rom the east end of
London. for cxample, o go 1o
Kent at the end of the summer o
help with the hop harvest (hops

are used for making beer).

HRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR

Christmus is the ane oceasion in

modern - Britum - when o large

number ol ClslOTS are

enthusiasticatly observed by most

.

Briush individuahsm. You can, for-
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ordinary people within the family.
The stow deerease in participation
m oorganized religion, and the lact
that Christmas in modern Himes is

[east as g

-

as much a secular
rchigious one, has had litde clicet
on these traditions. Even people
wha consider themscelves ta be
anti-religious quite happily  wish
cach other a "*Happy Christmas” or
a Morry Chrstmas’. They do no
(us 1 some other countries) scif-
consciously  wish each other o
‘Happy New Year” instead.

[ndeed, the ‘commercialization’
of Christmas  has itself become
part ol tradition. Every Novewher
i Oxford Street (one of the main
shopping streets in the centre of
Lnndnn'}, a lamous personality
ceremoniously  switches on e
Christmas  hights”  (decorations
thus “ollictally’ marking the start
ol the period ol frantic. Belween
that tme  and  the
January, most shops do searly
hull ol their wotal business {or the
year {most have ‘sales” in carly
Tanuary when prices are reduced).
Meast pcnplé buy presents [ur the
other members of their household
lor  other  relatives,

and  alko

PNCLESTESPEARIG Cri PR DS

imiddle  of

S0

especially children. Some people
dlser buy presents for their close

Iriends. And (o o wider circle ol

riends and refatives, and
sometimes also o working

associates and  neighbours, they

send  Christmas cards. Some
people even send such grectings
to people, whomt they have not
seen lor many years, often using
the excuse of this tradition 1o
include a letter passing on (he
year’s news.

Peopie alse buy Christmas trees (a
tradition tmported from Germany
in the nincteenth century). Almost
cvery  houschold  has a free
decorated in o different way (in
nmany cases, with coloured lights).
Mont people also put up other
decorations  awround  the  house.
Exactly whaty these are varies a
great ‘deal, but certain symbols of
Christimas, such as hils of the
holly and mistletoc plants, are
very common, and the Christmas
cards which the houschold has
received e usually di.\'p[a)'cd. A
‘erib’, which is o model deficting
the birth of Christ, also sometimes
the  Chirstmas

forms pal ol

decorations, In December,  as
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Christmas peis closer,  carols

(usually, but nol always, with u

religious  fheie) e sung  in
churches and  schools, olten Lt

speetal coneerts, and also, though
less often than in the past, by
[Tom

a0

groups of people who
house o hotse coliecting money
lor churitable causes.

The vole of Father Christmas (or
Santa  Claus)

associated with-the giving of gilts

and the customs
vary Trom family to famity. Most
houscholds with children et 1hem
thut Fathier Christmas comes down
the chimney on the
Christmas Eve (even though most
houses no longer have a working

chimney!). Many children lay out

a Christmas stocking at the [oot of

their beds, which they expect ot
see filled when they wake up on
Christmas morning. Most familics
put wrapped preseits around or on
the Chrisumas tee and these are
apenad al some tme on Christimas
Day.

Other activities on Christmas Day
May nclude  the  cating of
Chrisimas dinner and listening 1o
e Queen’s Chiistmas message.
This

len-mintle felevision

LN SPLEARING COUNTRIES

nieht of

- S

broadeast 1s nermally  the oniy
(imce in 1I1ﬁ; year when the monarch
speaks directly 1o her” people on
felevision. (When, o 1993, «
nationad newspaper published the
ext of her speceh a few days
hetorchand, 11 was o national
scandal.)

The  gencral fechng  is tha
Christmas is a thue [or familics,
Many ol the gatherings in houses
on  Christmas ™ Day and  Boxing
Day consist ol extended lamilies

than  Just and

For

Christmas s the only time hat

(more parents

cluldren}, many  lamihes,
they are all wecther (so it is often

a tme of coullict rather  than
harmony, in lact},

Partics on New Your's Eve, on the
other hand, are asvally {or {riends.
Most people attend a gathering al
this time and “see in’ the new year
with o group ol ather people,
olten drinking a large amount ol
afcohol as they do so. Tn London,
traditional

vy o the

nrny B

celebration o Tralalyur Square
(where there s an cnormous
Christmas tree which is an annuad.

cilt from the people ol Norway).



In Scotlund, where the Calvinists

divapproved ol parties and

celebrations canoected with

(such  us
Year.

ziven

OUCUSIONS
New

Hogmanav, is

relizious
Christimas), called
particular
importance - so much importance
hat. in Scotland only, 2 fanuary
fas well as New Year’s Day) s
also a4 public hoftday  (so that
people have two days o recover
from thetr New Year’s Eve parties
mstead of just one!). Some British
New Year customs, such a s the
Winging of the son Auld Lang
Svne.  originated  in - Scotland.
Another, less conumon, one 18 the
custom of *first tooting”, 0 wlich
the [irst person to visit a house in
the new year s supposed o arive
with tokens of certain tmportant
items of rsurvival (such as a lump
ol coal for the fire).

As o well-known Christmas carod
reminds people, there are twelve

Jays ol Christmas. [n fact, maost

people go back o work and
school  soon after New  Year.

Nobady pays much aitention (o

the feast ol the epiphany aof 6

SNOTISELSPREARING CHOENTILTES

B STAR

Junuwary  (the wwellth day  of
Christmas), exeept that this s
raditionally  the day on which
Christimas),  cxeept that this s

raditionally  the day on which
Christimas decorations are taken
down. Some people sayv it is had
luck to keep them up atter (his

date.

From "‘Brituin’ (Oxford University

Presy - 199Y)

QUESTIONS:

I. What do the British often do
their (ree time?!

2. Find out as
about holidays in the UKL

much as you can

3. What 1s their attitude towards

their sports?
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SNAPSHOT AMERICA

Us the

powerful,

he has

diverse, and

technelogically
advanced economy in the world,
with a per capita GDP of $27,500,
the largest among major industrial
nations. In this market-oriented
economy, private individuals and
business firms make most of the
decisions, and govemment
.purchases of goods and service
are made predominantly in the
marketplace. US business firms
enjoy constderably grealer
flexibility than their counterparts
in Western Europe and Japan in
decisions to expand capital plant,
off
develop new products. At the

lay surplus  workers, and

same time, they fuce higher
barriers to enftry in their nivals’
lrome markets than the barriers to
us
markets. In all economic sectors,
LS

forefront

entry of foreign firms in

firms are at or near the

in technological
advances, especially in computers,

medical equipment and aerospace,

ENGLISTLASPEAKING COLNTRIES

most

although  their advantage has
steadily narrowed since the end of
World War 1. The

technology largely explains the

onrush of
gradual development of a “two-
tier labor market” in which those
at the bottom lack the education
and protessional/technical skills
of those at the top and, more and

more, fail to get pay raises, health

insurance coverage, and other
beniefits.  The years 1994-93

witnessed moderate gains in real
output, low Inflation rates, and a
drop in unemployment below 6%.
The capture of both houses of
Congress by the Republicans in
the elections of 8 November 1994
has in_tensifiedr the debate over
the US should address

major economic problems. These

how its

problems  include  inadequate
tnvestment in economic
infrastructure,  rapidly  rising
medical  costs  of  an  aging

population, sizable budget and
rrade deficits, and stagnation of
the

family income in fower
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I.
economic groups. The outlook {or
1996 1s for coutinued moderate
growth, low milation, and about
the same level of unempoment.
GDP: purchasing pOWCI‘IpEII‘iE)" -
$7.2477 willion

GDP real growthrate: 2.1%

GDP per capita: $ 27.500

GDP composition by sector:
Agriculture: 2%

Tndustry: 23%

Services: 75%

Inflation rate (consumer prices):
2.5% .

Labour force: 132,304 million
{includes unemployed)

Unemployment rate: 5.6%

From ‘Country Studies’ (Hunoi

Nationul University - 1998)

FNILISHE-SPEARING COUNTRIES -7l
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UNIT VIiI

HOW THE USA GREW

0@-‘;1days peooe are
beginning to use the term
‘Nattve Americans’ rather
the

peoples of America. They probably

than  ‘Indians’™  for original
crossed over from Asia while there
was still a land bridge between the
"two continents.

The. first
England in 1606 to settle in Virginia.
After five

‘white’  Americans left
They suffered terribly.
vears only 50 colonists were left out
of 500, As

landed i New England from the

for the colonists who

Mayflower in 1620, more than half
died of disease during the first
winter.

But the energy and determination
which was one day to make the USA
& superpower began to show itself.
The two colonies were so successful
that soon other English men, women
and children came out to join them.
had been tfarm

Virginiuns  who

labourers at home made fortupes out

ENGLISH SPEAKING COUNTRIES

]
I

of growing tobacco or cotton
on large plantations, and they
lived in great houses similar to
country houses in England.
Colonists no longer judged a
man by where he came from,
but by what he was. The New
Englanders were successtul too,
especlally the Puritans, who
believed in a very simple ‘pure’
torm of Protestantism, and who
became known as the Pilg.rim
Farhers. They had left England
because the Church would not
let them worship as they
wished. Their religious faith,
their courage and determination
and

gave strength

encouragement to the
Americans of the future.

In New England the colonists
made4riends with the Indians at
once, but in Virginia there was
no friendship until the chief's

daughter, Pocahontas, started
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visiting the colony and fell in love
with  John Rolfe, a successful
tobacco planter. They married, and it
1s claimed that there are 50,000
descendants from thcﬂr one son. But
the Indians soon realized that the
white men were after their land,
which they had at first sold to the
colonists for almost nothing at all. A

deep and bitter hatred grew up

between the whites and the Indians.

EM GLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES

In 1664, the first African slaves
were brought to Virginia and
put to work on the tobacco and
cotton plantations.

Immigrants continued to come
to America, mostly from Britain
and Ireland, and by the middle
of the 18" century there were
thirteen colonies, stretching
from New Hampshire and
Massachusetts in the north to
Georgia in the
South. But Britain’s
old enemy, France,
had colonies in
Canada and forts
down the Ohio and
Mississippi rivers.
In 1764 the French
went to war with
the Americans and
the British, who
fought side by side
against them. The
American, George
Washington,  got
his first experience
of warfare as an

officer in a British

regiment. The
French were
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heuvily defeated and were driven out
of North America.

The American Revolutionary War of
1775-83 seemed at the time a stupid
and unnecessary war. It was caused
by an unpopular British govemment
encouraged by a king, George III,
who was 4 German and knew very
the The

the

little  about colonies.

Government tried to force
colonists to pay taxes which were
unjust. The colonists refused to pay
them, so the Govemment sent out
more troops. The colonists began to
" fear that the British Government was
threatening  their  self-goveming
parliaments. There were powerful
members of the British pa_rliément
who disagreed strongly with the
Government and did their best to
prevent a war, and there were many
British and American people who felt
that a war would be like brother
fighting brother, but in 1775 war

broke out,

The British army was commanded

by a lazy, luxury-loving general who
took his mistress around with him in
~his carriage. The colonist were led
by George Washington and helped
by
unpleasant war. The British soldiers

friendly Indians. It was an

ENCGLISH SPEAKING COUNTRIES

[ F: .

‘Nevada.
Francisco they crossed the most

| the -

were  not trained to fight
guerilla bands or Indians, who
attacked them by surprise in (he
forests. Then the French sent an
army to help the Americans,
and before long the Americans
won their independence.

The thirteen colonies formed a
federation, which they called
the Uhited States of America.
During the next eighty years

British, Irish  and German

‘immigrants - continued to - cross

the Atlantic to settle in America.
The first American pioneers
travelled out into the
unexplored plains_ and on across
the Rdcky Mountains to tﬁe
buming, _waterléss deserts of
To

get to  San

fearful mouptain range of all,
Sierra  Nevada. The
discovery of gbld near San
Franciséo started a rush to the
West, but the rit:;h, fertile earth
the gold”  of

was - real

California. -Mountain streams

brought water to crops and to

'plantatioﬁ's_ of fruit trees. In: the

foothills of the 'Rock.ies cattle

ranches were set up and farmers
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mrew corn and wheat i the Great
Plains of Montana and North and
Soutit Dakota.

After the Civil War (1861-65), which
freed the slaves i the South and
prevented the Southern states from
leaving the Union, the USA rally
hegan to grow. Immigrants from all
over Europe poured into New York,
and from - there moved to the
factories of the rapidly growing
industries, which needed workers.
The great transcontinental railway
was built, despite fierce attacks by
the Indians. In 1860 the population
of the LSA was about 30,000,000,
largely of  Brniish  origin,  but
including 3,500,000 African slaves.
Teday it has swollen to 230,000,000
less than 45% of which are of British

OTgIn.

From  ‘Background to English-
speakang  Countries’ (Muacmillan
Publithers - 1997

QUISTIONS

1. Describe the formation and

deveopment of the USA!

ENGISEH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES

2. What make them overcome
all difficulties and hardship 1o
make the country a

superpower’?

3. What do you know about

George Washington?
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UNIT VI

AMERICAN PEOPLE

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

here is no such thing as a

typical American, but here

are  some  views of
Americans which many think a fair.
- Ordinary Americans are friendly and
not afrard to show their feelings.
Théy are  generous, ltvely  and
amusing. They are not as snobbish or
class-conscious as the English, and
the way people speak is not
impottant  to them. A university
‘professor can talk to his students in a
broad Brooklyn or Southemn accent
and no one will be surprised or
shocked. In  Britain, ‘accent
snobbery’ 1s dying, but people are
sometimes criticized for the way
they speak and this upsets them.
However, there is ‘money snobbery’
i the USA, which sometimes takes

strange forms.

ENGLASH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES

The American’s dream s
success in his job, success
earned by his own skill and
hard work. There is no one an
American admires more that the
sclf-made man, no matter what
kind of family he comes from,
whereas upper-class peope in
Britain still tend to dislike self-
made men and find them
socially unacceptable.

Despite the great wealth of the
USA, there is an ‘underclass’ of
some 20 million people, blac,
white and Hispanic. Because of
the awful conditions under
which  -many of thee
unfortunates  [ive, all  hop:
drains from them and they d¢
not have the strength they neec
to risé out of their misery. A
great part of the violence in the

American society begins in the
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chettos and 1nner cities where this

underclass lives.

The USA is not a welfare state, yet it
spends more on the very poor than
many nations with a complete
welfare system. Even the poorest
Americans do not starve to death,
and they are’ not left to die on the
street after an accident. Whatever

hospital they are taken to, they

Sunset over Chicago and Lake Michigan

receive very careful treatment
without cost. Even the millions of
tllegal immigrants who pour every
night across the Mexican border get
enoush food to live on, despite the
fact that they are not American
citizens. Many Americans feel that

the pcor and the unemployed get too

ENGLISI-SPEAKING COUNTRIEGS

much welfare. Unemployment
pay 1s certainly much : higher
than in Britain.

Many foreigners have the false
idea that there is no public
transport 1n the USA. Since the
vast majority of Americans own
at least one car, buses aren't
necessary, it is believed, so the

very poor have to walk. This i

quite untrue. There is public
transport. There is a cheap and
regular bus service in every
city. Many cities also have a
new subway system, equally
cheap. But better-off Americans
in many parts of the USA never

go by bus. In fact, they
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wouldn't want to be seen In one, In
case sorcone thought they couldn't
afford a car!

The elderly middle class sometimes
find themselves in terrible sttuations.
Take' Mrs.

widow with a small pension. Her

Vorst, a middle-aged
doctor told her she must have an
operation immediately. She had the
operation, but did not leave the
hosp_ital until six weeks later. When
she received her bill, she a}m.ost
fainted, for she wasn’t old or poor
enough for Medicare (free medical
‘treatment). Then a lawyer heard
about her difficulties and suggested
she should sue the doctor and the
hospital for keeping her in bed too

long. The lawyer won her case for:

her, but he kept as his fee 50% of the
money the judge aliowed her, so she
still couldn’t pay' the whole bill.
Honourable American lawyers are
worried by such dishonest members
of their profession.
The USA  has
problems-crime, violence, unlawful

many  serious

immugration across  the Mexican

border, pollution, unemployment,
race relations, and many more. But
the Americans face their problems

boldly determination.

and with

ENGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES

Twenty years ago blacks and
whites were fighting each other
in many American cities. Today
hold

positions of authority in every

more 4and more blacks

walk of life. Fear, dislike, even
hatred, are still there is places,
but  there has been an
improvement in race relations
that few non-Americans know
much about. -

There is no Cbrﬁmunist party in
the USA. It is.llforbicldcn, and
this pleases most Americans,
because they are afraid of
Communism. Some Americans
call all socialis_té and le_ftfwin_g
people in their own and other
The

‘free

countries  ‘Commies’..

Americans believe in

enterprise’ (the freedom to do

business - f without any
interference from the
Government). The oniy

political parties, which count in
the USA, are the Democrats and
the Most

Democrats are more liberal than

Republicans.

RepuBlicans. They want arms
control, more Health Insurance.
But there is more difference
between the British Labour and
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i

Conservative parties than there (s

hetween Democrats and

Republicans.

From ‘Background to  English-

speaking  Countries’  (Macmilian
Publishers - 1997)

AMERICAN PEQOPLE

The United States has the third-
fargest population in the world (after
China  and India). In 1990,

population in the United States
passed the 250,000,000 mark. Who
are the American people?

The most distinctive characteristic of
the United States is its people. As
nineteenth-century Walt
Whitman said, the United States “is

poet

not merely a nation but a nation of
nations.” people from around the
world have come to the United States
history  and

and nfluenced 1ts

culture.

THE NATIVE AMERICANS

The first people on the American
continent  came from Asia. They
came across the Bering Strait from
Siberia to Alaska at various times
when the sea level dropped. The first

migration might have been as early

ENGLISH-SPE ARING COLUNTRIES

79 .

as 40,000 years ago. Once in
America, these people migrated

east across North America and

south  through Central and
South America. When
Columbus  arrived in  the

fifteenth century, there were
perhaps 10 million people in
North America alone. They hadrr
developed many different kinds
of societies. These were the
people that Columbus called
the

belief that he had reached the

“Indians,” in mistaken
East Indies.

The
growth of the United States was

story of the westward
also the story of the destruction
of the Native Americans, or
Indians. Today there are about
I.5 million Indians in the
United States.. Western states -
especially California,
Oklahoma, Arizona, and New
Mexico - have the largest
Indian populations. About one-
third of the Native Americans
live on reservations, land that
was set aside for them. Most of
the others live in cities. Poverty

and unemployment are major
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problems,  especiaflly on  the

reservations,

THE_DRITISH

Beginning in the 1600s, the British
settled the eastern part of Nprth
America. By the time of the
American  Revolution (1776), the
culture of the American colonists
{their religion, language,
government, etc.) was thoroughly
British - with an American “twist.”
In a sense, then, the British culture
was the foundation on which
_America was built. Also, over the
years, many immigrants to the
United States have come from the

United Kingdom and [reland.
AFRICAN-AMERICANS
From 1620s to 1820s by far the

largest group of people to come to

the United States came, not as
willing immigrants, but against their
will.  These people were West
Africans brought to work as slaves,
especially on the plantations, or
large farms, of the South. In all,
about & million people were brought
from Africa. The Civil War, in the
1800s, ended slavery and éstablished
cqual rights for black Americans. But
many states, especially in the South,

passéd laws segregating (separating)

ENGUISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES

and  discruminating  against
black  Americans. The  civil
rights movement, tn the 19505
and [960s, helped get rid of
these laws.

However, the effects of 200
years of slavery, 100 years of
segregation, and  continued
prejudice are not as easy to get
rid of. Despite many changes,
black Americans are still much
more  likely  than  white
Americans to be poor and to
suffer the bad effects that
poverty brings. Today about 12
percent of America’s population
1s black. Many black Americans
hive in the South and in the
cities of the Northeast and

Midwest.

IMMIGRANTS FROM NORTHERN
AND WESTERN EVROPE

Beginning in the 1820s, the
number of immigrants coming
to the United States began to
increase rapidly. Faced with
problems in Europe - poverty,
war, ‘discrimination

immigrants hoped for, and
often found, better
opportunities in the United
States.  For the first half-
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century, most immigrants were from
northwestern  Europs - flom
Germany, the  United  Kingdom,
Ireland, Sweden, and Norway. I the
late 1840s, for example, widespread
hunger resulting from the failure of
the potato crop led many Irish
people to emigrate to the United
States.

During these years, the United States
was expanding into what is now the
Midwest. There was a lot of land
available for farming. Many new
immigrants became farmers in the
Midwest. To this day, German and
Scandinavian influence is obvious in
Midweslern foods and festivals.
IMMIGRANTS FROM_SOVTHERN AND
EASTERN EVROPE

Although immigration from

northwestern  Europe  continued,
from the 1870s to the 1930s even
more  people came from the
countries of soathern and eastern
Europe - for example, ltaly, Greece,
Poland, and Russia. Like the earlier
immigrants, they came (o escape
poverty and discrimination. From
1900 to 19:0 alone, almost 9 million
people artived from these and other

countries. .

ENGILISH SPIARING COUNTRYES

During this penod, the United
States was changing from 2
mainly agricultural to a mainfy
industrial country. The new
immigrants helped make (his
change possible. Many settled
in cities and worked in
factories, often under
conditions that were quite bad. |
In the 1920s discrimination and
prejudice n the United States
led 1o laws lirniting
ummigration, Immigration
slowed down unti] the 1960s,

when these laws were changed.

Hispanics are people of Spanish
or Spanish-American  origin.
Some Hispanics lived in areas
that later became part of the
United States (for example, in
what are now the states of
California and New Mexico).
Many others immigrated to the

United States. Hispanic
immigration  has  increased
greatly in  recent decades.

Hispanics come from many
different  countries.  Three
especially large groups are
Mexican-Americans (who make

up about two-thirds of the total
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Hispanic population), Puerto Ricans,
and Cuban-Americans. (Puerto Rico
was a US. territory and since 1952
has been a self—govéming
com;nonwcalth.) While the groups
have much in common (especially
the Spanish language), there are also
many differences. The groups are
also concentrated in different areas -
Mexican-Americans in Texas and
California, Puerto Ricans in New
York, and Cuban-Amencans in
Florida. Many recent immigrants are
_from Central American countries.

Hispanics are one of the fastest
growing groups in the United States
population. Within 25 years, they
will be the largest minority group.

ASIAN-AMERICANS

In the nineteenth century, laws
limited Asian immigration. Also,
Asians in the United States, such as
the Chinese and Japanese who had
come to California, met with
widespread discrimination.

Since the mid-1960s, with changes
in immigration laws and with
conflicts in Southeast Asia, Asians
have been a major immigrants
group. In the 1980s, for example,
almost half of all immigrants were

Asian, Countries  that  Asian-
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Americans have come from
include China and Talwan,
Japan, the Philippines, Korea,
Cambodia, Laos,
Thailand and India. Many have

settled in California, Hawaii,

Vietnam,

New York, and Texas.

MELTING POTS AND
MOSAICS

For years, it was thought that
the United States was and
should be a “melting pot” - in
other words, that people from
all over the world would come
and adopt the American culture
as their own. More recently,
some people have compared the
United States to a mosaic - a
picture made of many different
pieces. America’s strength, they
argue, lies in'its diversity and in
the contributions made by
people of many different
cultures. America needs 1o
preserve and encourege this
diversity, while making sure
that everyone has equal

opporfunity to succeed.

From ‘Spotlight on the TJSA’
(Oxford University Press-2001 )
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QLESTIONS
1o Wiha are the Americans?

4. What s the population of the
LSA?

3. What do you think of the

Americans?

EMNCILISH SPEAKRG Coinyrins
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UNIT IX

THE POLITICAL SYSTEM

he United States is an
indirect democracy - that
1s, the people rule through
representatives they elect. Gver time,
the vote has been given to more and
more people. In the beginning, only
white men with property could vote,
.Today any citizen who is at least 18

years old can vote.

THE_CONSTITUTION

The Tnited States  Constitution,
written in 1787, established the
country's political system and is the
basis for its laws. In 200 years, the
United States has  experienced
enormous growth and change. Yet
the Constitution works as well today
as when it was written. One reason 1s
that  th:  Constitution can  be
amended or changed. {For example,
the Fifteenth Amendment gave black
Americans the right to vote and the
Nineteenth Amendment gave women

the right to vote.) Another reason 1s
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that the Constitution is flexible:
its basic principles can be
applied and interpreted

differently at different times.

FEDERALISM

The United States has a
federalist system. This means
that there are individual states,
each with its own government,

and there is a federal, or

national, govemment.  The
Constitution  gives  certain
powers . to  the  federal

government,, other powers to
the state goxlremments, and yet
other powers to both. For
example, only the national
govemment can print money,
the states establish thewr own
school systems, and both the
na_fion_al and the state

govemments can collect taxes.
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THREE BRANCHES OF
COVERNMENT

Within the national government,
power 1s divided among  three
branches: the legislative, executive,
and judicial branches.

The legislative branch consists of
Congress, which has two parts - the
House of Representatives and the
Senate. Congress’s main function is
to make laws. There are 100 senators
(two from each state) and 435
representatives (the number from
each state depends on the size of the
state’s population).

The President is the head of
executive branch and the country.
The executive branch administers the
laws (decides how the laws should
be carried out). In addition to the
President, the Vice-President, and
their staffs, the executive branch
consists  of  departments  and
agencies.

There are now 14 departments,
including Treasury, State, Defense,
and Health and Human Services.
Each  department has  different
responsibilities. For example, the
Treasury Department manages the
nation’s money, while the State
foreign

Department helps make
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policy. The President appoints
the department heads, who
together  make up  the
prcsidpnt‘s Cabinet, or advisers.
The ;.1Ig,cncies regulate specific
areas. For examples, the
Environmental Protection »
Agency tries to  control
pollution, while the Securities
and Exchange Commission
regulates the stock markets.

The judicial branch interprets
the laws and makes sure that
new laws are in keeping with
the Constitution. There are
several levels of federal courts.
The Supreme Court is the most
important. It has nine members,

who are appointed for life.

The system. of checks and
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balances, established by the
Constitution, 1s meant to prevent any
branch  from having too much
power. Each branch has certain
controls over the other branches. For
cexample, Congress makes the laws
but the president can veto, or reject,
a law and the Supreme Court can

decide a law is unconstitutional.

STATE _AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT

Each state has its own constitution.
. Like the national government, state
governments  are  divided into
1egis]ative, executive, and judicial
branches. There are state senators
and representatives and state court
svstems. Just as the President is the
leader of the national government,

each state has a govemnor as its

leader. Below the state level of

government, there are county and

city govemments,

TWO-PARTY SYSTEM

The United States has two main
political parties - the Democratic and
Republican parties. Many other
smaller parties play little if any role.

Voters elect the president, as well as

senators, representatives, etc. A voter
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can choose candidates from
ditfferent parties (e.g., vote for
Republicans for President and
Vice-President and a Democrat
for Senator), so the President
does not have to be from the
party that has a majority in
Congress. In recent years, in
fact, voters have tended to
choose Republican presidents
and  Democratic  congress
people.

There are not clear differences
between the Republican and
Democratic parties. In general,
the Republicans tend to be
more conservative and to have
more support among the upper
classes, while the Democrats
tend to be more liberal and to
have more support among the
working cladses and the poor.

RECENT TRENDS

In the twentieth century, as
society  has  become more
complex, government his taken
a "much more active role.
Howe;er, marny Amgricans
worry  about  too ' much
government  interfererce  in

their lives. Still, compared to
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many other countries, the role of the
LLS. government remains limited.

In recent vears, fewer people are
voting. I the 1988 presidential
election,  for example, Unly 50
pereent of people of voting 'agc
actually voted. Some experts think
television may have contributed 1o
the problem. Candidates today often
campaign mainly through brief TV
appearances and  commercials.
Instead of explaining their views in
detadl, they try to make their
opponents fook bad. Understandably,
in the endrmany voters may not feel

enthusiastic about any candidate.

From "Spotlight on the UISA' (Oxford
University Press - 2001)

QUESTIONS

I. Why do the people say the USA is

an mndirect democracy?

2.1 0t true to say that the USA has a
federalist system? Explain the reason
wlhy,

3. Find out as much as you about the

political system of the USA.

ENGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTIIES -k
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UNIT X

]

THE ECONOMY

THE FREE ENTERPRISE
SYSTEM

he United States economy

is based on the free
enterprise system: Private
against one

businesses  compete

another  with  relatively  little
interference from the government.
Since the depression of 1930s, when
the economy essentiaily collapsed.
faws have been made giving the
government a more active role in

economic and other matters.

CHANGES OVER TIME

Until the second half of the 19"
the United
mainlty agricultural nation, The Civil
War (1861-1865) helped stimulate

industry. In the years that followed,

century, States was a

industrialization  transformed  the
country, although many  areas,
especially the South, remained

mainly agricultural and rural,
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In the 1950s and 1960s, the US.
economy grew rapidly. Many
companies moved to the South
and Southwest, and these areas
and

experienced change

growth. Then, in the mid-
1970s, economic growth began
to slow down.

Just as there had been a shift
from agriculture to industry,
there 1s now a shift from
Industry to services. (Services
are  provided by hospitals,
banks, law firms, hotels and
restaurants, ¢ and so on) In
recent years, most new jobs

have been service jobs.

THE_SITUATION TODAY

The Untted States is a large
couniry and is rich in natural
resources. It is a leading
producer of fucl-of oil, natural
gas and coal. It is also a leading
other

producer  of  many
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minerals, including copper, gold,

aluminum, iron, and lead.
United States grows wheat, corn and
other crops and raises many cows,
pigs, and chickens.

However, the United States is also a
major consumer of resources. This

means, for e"xamplf:, that the United

Las Vegas ht yp in neon at night

States must import much of the fuel
it uses.

Not surprisingly, international trade
i1s impartant to the United States.
Major exports include machinery
and

hgh-technology equipment,

chcmic;ls, cars, aircraft, and grains.

Major imports include machinery
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and telecommunications
equipment, oil, cars, metals and
chemicals.

Today, the United States faces

some major economic
challenges. One important
challenge 1s increasing its

productivity, or the efficiency
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of the labor force, in order to

increase the rate of economic
growth. Another challenge, as
the country  shifts from
manufacturing to services, is to
train people to fill new kinds of

Jobs.
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WORKING AND GETTING  TO
WORK _IN___ AN INDUSTRIAL

SVPERPOWER

The United States has most of what
every country wouid like to have -
ceal and oil and other minerals,
cereals (wfheat, barley, maize) beef
cattle, fruit plantations of all kinds,
as well as flourishing industries. Yet,
as In most countries, there is
unemployment and the fear of
unemployment, and few people like
being unemployed more than the
Americans. They are paid well, even
‘ 1N quite simple jobs, and their taxes
are low, so they don't often come
out on- strike for unimportant
reasons. Union officials in the
factories are employed not only to
make sure -the workers get fair
treatment, but also to see that they
work as well as they can.
Managers and workers usually get
on well together. They call cach
other by their first names, and the

usually give more

o

bosses
encouragement than criticism. They
also fot the Uon leaders know how
much money the firm has in the
bank, so that Unions do not usually
ask for higher wages when the firm

can’t afford it. They know it doesn’t
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help them if they get a firm into
difficulties. A lot of Americans
do two jobs at the same time,
and unemployment is not as
high as in many countries.
People are not popular if they
refuse to take a job that is
offered to them and live instead
on unemployment pay,

During most of the 19" century,

: ,Britain ‘was the world’s ' greatest

industrial p't)wér.,”men, towards

‘the end of the century, the
‘Americans began to catch up.
By 1913, Henry Ford was mass-
‘producing his Model T For_d,

using - machines to make the
parts. The USA now makes ezic_h
yéar more - cars, trucks and
buses thari' are made in the

~whole of Europe. Today 85%

of American families own at
least one car, and 35% own two
or more. There are more than
3,000,000 miles (4,830,000 km)
of paved road in the USA.

Gene, an American, explaiﬁed
to Andy, a visiting Englishmin,
how important the automobie
is. *Our whole social systen

and our whole industrial systen
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are build round the automobile. We
cannot do without 1t

‘Isn’t that truc of all modern
societies?’” Andy asked.

*Yeah, but more so in the US. Most
British

driven, to the station, and from there

.

commuters drive, or are
travel by train to London. From the
rajlway terminal thev go on (o their
place of work by underground, bus
or cab.”
“You,

come 1n to Grand Central or Penn

too, have commuters that
stations,’, Andy replied. ‘I've seen
them. And from there they take a taxi
or the Subway.’

“Yeah," said Gene, ‘bus most people
in the USA drive to werk. American
citics have at least one freeway
(motorway with at least six lanes),
often coming right into the city. So
commuting by automobile is no
longer the headache it was. It means
that people can get right away from
work and live in the suburbs. Many
businesses have moved out of the
mner cities, too. It's fine for the
bosses and office workers. They
avold the hassle of the big city. But
it's not so good for the Backs who
stili live in the inner cities. Most of

them just lose their jobs.”
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‘So your ralways don’t have
much to do now?" Andy asked.
‘Oh, yes, they do! A train can
be made up of over 100 freight
cars, loaded with coal, iron ore,
wheat and petroleum and puiled
by three huge locomotives - jt's
a great sight! But trucks carry
the most valeable freight, like
manufactured goods or food.'
“What about passengers?’

“They travel by plane, except
for very short distances. Most
towns, even quite small ones,
have a comfortable airport. All
aithnes are independent, but
airlines get extra money from
the Government so they can
keep the cost of fares down.’
‘Don’t Americans use their cars
for business trips?’

Not for long joumeys. The
distance between cities s
usually too great, From New
York

example, 1s 2883 km. If air

to  New  Orleans, for
passengers need a car the other
end, they rent one. There are
car veital firms  in o every
alrport.”

‘Do you build most of your

own planes?’
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‘Sure, we do! We build more planes
than any other covntry in the world.
Your BA (British Airways), and most
European airlines, in fact, fly
American aircraft, especially
Boeings - and as for our space
program, we're miles ahead of
everyone.”

Andy laughed. ‘And what about the

Russians?’

The businessmen who crate so much
of the USA's wealth often work
extremely hard. Some of them drink
oo many cocktails, smoke too
much, and sooner or later start to
worry about their health. Their
doctors tell them, if they carry on
like that they'll get heart trouble,
they must lose weight and pay more
attention to what they eat. So, since
jogging is now considered to bc
dangerous for some people, they
take up a healthy diet (eat special

food).

From ‘Spotlight on the USA® (Oxford
University Press - 2001 )

OTESTIONS

. Describe the changes in the

economy of the country.
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2. What are the two major
economic challenges does the
USA face?

3. Find out as much as you can
about the economy of the USA.
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UNIT XI

CULTURE - LEISURE - ENTERTAINMENT -
SPORTS AND HOLIDAYS

he United States 1s an
international  center of

culture. Its major cities
York,
Chicago,
Los

t
regularly host many concerts, art

(like New Boston,

Washington, San

Francisco, and Angeles)
exhibitions, lectures, and theatrical
And on a

scale, the same is true of

performances. smaller

smaller

Cindlerella Castle (@ The Walt Disnay Company

-03-

cities. Some of the world’s

greatest museums, orchestras,
theaters, and concert halls are
located in the United States.
Performances and exhibitions
are usually very well attended.
hard to

Tickets can be get,

despite their high prices! Many

cities also have large
communities of artists, actors,
dancers, and musicians.

The

governments, as well as private

national and state

organizations, have
tI'aditionallyJ supported the arts
with money. Recently,
however, problems in the U.S.
economy have decreased this
support.

Though art and “high™ culture
are important in America, the
most  popular  sources of
entertainment and information
television, movies, radio,

are

and recorded music. With cable
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TV, a ot more programs  are
avadlable,  but many people still
complain about the low intellectual
level of TV. They atso feel that-the
emphasis on youth, sex, and money
teaches children (and adulits) the
wrong  values and goals. These
criticisms are often made about
American movies too. But despite
the “bad™ movies, many wonderful
and internationatly  successful
movies are produced in the US. The
rapid spread of videotaped movies,
watched  nightly Ly miilions of
‘Americans in their homes, has made
movics an even more popular and
influential form of entertainment is
recent years.

Most Americans enjoy sports - both
playing  sports
watching their favorite sports and

themselves and

teams.  Major professional sports
baseball,  football,

basketball, and hockey, as well as

cvents -

golf and tennis - are witnessed by
tens of thousands of fans, and by
millions more on TV. Boys and girls
£y o sports teams in school and
alter school, Many adult Americans
regularly engage in sports  like

tennis, softball, golf, and bowling.

ENGLISI-SPCAKING COUNTRIES - U

Americans also love to travel.
Wecekend aut:molie trips are a
tradition for many families, as
are longer summer vacation
trips. Car travel is the most
common leisure activity in
America,

When Americans take car trips,
they don’t usually just drive
and sightsee. They like to have
a  destination.  Amusement
parks, beaches, and other
special attractions are always
crowded when the weather js
good.

Airplane travel is also common
I America. At holiday time,
many people fly to other cities
to visit friends and relatives,
During the winter, many people
take short vacations to places
with  warm’ climates, like
Florida and the islands of the
Caribbean. !

RELIGION :

Separati.on of Church and Statz
A -b_z;sic American principle is
separation of church (religion)
and state (government). The
US.  Constitution .says that
people have the right 1o
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worship as they choose and that no
relipion can be made the official
religion. In  keeping with  tlus
principle, government money cannot
be used to support church activities
and prayers may not be said in
public scheols. (The US. Congress,
however, opens each year with a
prayer.)

THE DIFFERENT RELIGIONS

Studies show that about 9 in 10U
Americans identify with a religton
and that about 6 in 10 belong to a
church.,

“About 94 percent of Americans who
identtfy  with a  religion  are
Christians. Among Christians, there
are more Protestants than Catholics.
However, there are many different
Protestant denominations, or groups.
For exumple, Protestants include,
among others, Baptists, Methodists,
and Lutherans, and each of these
croups 15 divided into  smaller
groups.  So Catholics, aithough
cutnumbered by Protestants, are the
single largest religious group.

Jews are the largest non-Christian
group, with about 4 percent of the
population. About 2 percent of the
population s Moslem, and smalfer

numbers are Buddhists and Hindus.

FNGLESHD SPTARING COUNTRITS Q5.

Native Americans often
preserve their tribal rehgions.

REGIONAL DIFFERENCES

There are some differcnces
among the regions when it
comes to religion. In part these
differences are related to where
difference imnugrant groups
settled.  For  example, the
Lutheran religion was stroné
among Germans and
Scandinavians, Many Germans
and Scandinavians settled in the
Midwest. So today there are
many Lutheran churches in the
Midwest.

The Baptist religion really
developed n the South. Today
there are still many Baptists 1n
the Southern states. The state of
Utah, in the West, was settled
by Momons. (The Mormen
religion began in the United
States, 1n the 1800s.) The
majority of people 1 Uah
today are mormons.

Sections of the South and, to
some extent, the Midwest are

sometimes called the “Bible

Belt.” In these areas there are

many Protestant

fundamentalists, who Dbelieve
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that the Bible is literally true and that
its message should be at the center

of a person’s life.

Many people spend New Yeur's Duay
resting.  That's because they've
stayed up fnost of the night greeting
the New Year! Some went to parties
at friends” homes or at nightclubs,
Others were out on the streets,
throwing confetti and blowing
noisemakers. Many people make
New Year’s resolutions (to eat less,
to work more, etc)). Few people
keep their resolutions.

[n the 1950s and 1960s, Martin
Luther King, Jr., Led the civil rights
movements - the struggle for equal
rights for black Americans. King was
assassinated in 1968. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day which falls in January,
around King's birthday, is a time to
celebrate the life and achicvements
of thys great American.

Two  other great Americans are
honored on Presidents’ Day, George
Washington was the country’s first
president. Abraham Lincoln brought
the country through the Civil War.

Their  birthdays  were  both  in

ENCLISHE SPEARING COUNTRIES -45 .

February and are celebrated
together.
Memorial Day honors
American soldiers killed in war.
There are many parades on
Memorial Day. Memorial Day,
which  comes on the Jast
Monday in May, is also the
unofficial  beginning of the
summer vacation season. On
Memorial Day, many people go
to the beach.

The most important American
holiday is the Fourth of July, or
Independence Day. On July 4,
1776, the American colonies
declared - their independence
from Britain. Many familics
celebrate the Fourth of July by
having picnics and, at night,
watching fireworks.

Labor Day honors the American
workers. Just as Memorial Day
means  the  beginning  of
summer, Labor Day, which falls
on the first Monday in
September, marks the end of
summer. For many students, the
schoot year starts the day after
Labor Day,
Columbus  Day  celebrates

Christopher Columbus’s arrival
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in the  Awmericas  Iin 1942, As

Columbus was Italian, working for

Spain, Columbus - Day 1s  an
especially important holiday  for
many [talian-Americans and

Hispanic-Amercans.
Although Halloween, on October 31,
is not an official holiday, it 1s a very
special day. On Halloween, cluldren
dress in costume as any kinds of
things - as witches, ghosts, monsters,
pirates, TV characters, and cven
computers and cereal boxes. The
windows of many house have
Halloween decorations and jack-0’-
lanterns. {Jack-o’-lanterns are
pumpkins that have been carved with
strange faces and have a candle
inside.) In the evening, the cluldren
go from house to house, knocking on
doors and saying “trick or treat.” The
people in the house give the children
candy or some other treat. If they
don't, the children might play a
small trick on them!

In 1620 one of the fust British
America

established in Massachusetts. These

setilements in Was

settlers, known as Rlgrims, had
come to America to freely practice
their arrived  In

religion. They

Noavember, when 1t was too late to
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plant  crops.  Although  many

people  died, the Pidgnm
settlement survived the winter
because of help from Indians
who lived nearby. The Indians
taught the Pilgrims about com
and showed them where to fish.
The next November, after the
crops  were  harvested,  the
Pilgrims gave thanks to God at

a feast to which they invited the

Indians.

Every year, Americans
celebrate Thanks-giving.
Families and friends get

together for a big feast. The

meal usually includes  roast
turkey with stuffing and gravy,
a sweet sauce’ made from
cranberries, sweet potatoes, and
pumpkin pie. What a meal! It’s
not surprising that a recent
Thanksgiving tradition 1s to sit
after dinner in front of the TV
watching a professional foothall
game.

Christmas, marking the birth of
Christ in the Christian religion,
s another tine when many
families get together. Christmas
is an tmportant time for giving
fact, start

gifts. In peaple
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buyirg gifts right after
Thanksgiving, although Christmas is
a montl away. Many fanulies put up
a Christmas tree and bake lois of
special Christmas cookies.

Small children believe that their gaifts
come from Santa Claus. Their
parents tell them that Santa lives in
the North Pole and, on the night
before Christmas, he travels the
world in a sled pulied by reindeer.
He goes down the chimneys of
houses to leave gifts for children
who have been good. Naturaily,
“children are the first to get out of bed

on Christmas morning,

The American family has changed
greatly in the last 20 or 30 vears.
Many of these changes are similar to
changes taking place in other

countries.

MARRIAGE AND CHILDREN

Young people are waiting longer
before getting married. Women are
also walting longer to have children.
[’s not unusual today for a woman
to have her firse child in her mid-

thirties. And families are having
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fewer children. The typical
family used to have three
children. Today most tamilies

have one or two children.

In the traditional family, the
wife stayed home with the
children while the husband
earned money. Now 60 percent
of all married women work
outside the home. So a majority
of couples have two wage
earners. One reason for this
change is that women want and
expect to have careers. Another
reason is  economics. With
rising prices, many familiecs
cannot survive on one person’s

salary.

SINGLE-PARENT _AND _ OTHER
NONTRADITIONAL FAMILIES

The United States has a high
divorce rate: Approximately |

in every 2 marriages ends in
divorce. One result of this high
divorce rate is that many
American children live in

single-parent families.
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Although some women  wait tnti
thelr thirties ta have their first child,

other wonen become mothers while

they are stil] leenagers. Many of

these  teenage  motliers  ape not
martied. Many  are  also poor.,
Poverty among clildren in homes
headed by single mothers has
become a serious problem in the
United States.

Often people who are divorced get
married again. This has led to a new
kind of family - the “reconstituted
family,” in which there are children
from prévious marriages as well ag

from the present marriage.

AN _AGING POPVLATION

In the past, it was commeon for three
generations - grandparents, parents
and children - to Jive together. Now
most older people live on their own,
They generally stay m contact with
their children but might live in a
different part of the country. Peopie
ate also living longer - often for 20
years after they've retired from their
Job. Modern American culture tends
to value youth rather than age. All of
ths creates an interesting challenge
for older people - and for the

country, since by the year 2002, 1 in
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every 6 Americans will be over

(he age of 63.

EVIVRE OF THE FAMILY

Is the  American family in
trouble? People point 10 the
divorce rate, to the fact that
working mothers might have
less time with their children,
and to the “generation gap,” o'r‘r
the problems that parents and
children  sometimes  have
understanding  each other,
Experts say, however, that the
family is as sltrong as ever.
Family is stiil at the center of

most people lives.

From “Spodight on the USA’
(Oxford Uni versity Press-2001 )

QUESTIONS

. What is their attitude toward

their religions?

2. Find out as much as ¥ou ¢an

about holidays in the USA

3. Is it true to say that the
American family has changed
greatly in the last 20 or 30

years?
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UNIT XII

THE EDUCATION SYSTEM

ELEMENTARY_ SCHOOL
THROVGH HIGH SCHOOL

here are three basic levels
in the US. educational
system - elementary
school, which usually goes from
‘kindergarten to sixth grade; junior
high schoo!, from seventh through
eighth or ninth grade; and high
school, from ninth or tenth through
twelfth erade. Children are required
to be in school from the ages of 7
through 16.

About 90 percent of all children
attend public school, which is free.
The remaining 10 percent go (o
private schools, which often are
associated with a religion. About half
of all private schools are Catholic.

In the United States, education is
mainty the respunsibiiiy of state and
local governments, rather than the
national government. The amount of

money  spent on education varies

ENGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES -1 -

counsiderably from state to state.
The subjects studied also vary
somewhat. The school year
usually runs from September (o
June.

Ar the high school level there
are some specialized schools,
mncluding schools that
emphasize vocational subjects
like business or auto
mechanics. Most high schools,
however, arc general schools.
High school students are often
involved in  non-academic
activities tkrlat their  school
offers - for example, in drama
clubs, sports tecams, or fthe

school newspaper.

OOLING

ADVANCED S

Many_students, upon finishing
high school, choose 10 continue
their education. Community

colleges, also known as junior
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colleces, offer IWo-year programs.
They are public schools and the
lWition  costs  are usually  low,
Colieges and untversities have four-
year  programs  leading to g
bachelor’s degree (as well as, 1
many  cases, further  programs
leading to higher degrees). These
schools may be public or private;
private schools cost a lot more UL,
colleges and universities have many
students  from around the world.
especially from Asia.

1

'TRENDS IN_EDVCATION

Many more Americans than ever
before are finishing high school and
college. More than 20 percent of ali
adults have  finished college, and
more than 75 percent have {inished
heel school. Although the number of
years of schooling ts going up, there
are signs that the  quality  of
education may be going down. This
Is of ereat concern, espectally since
education ix considered crucial to the
American  ideal that each person
shoutd achieve all that lie or she can.
There are many theories abour where

the problems lie. Some think tha
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students  have oo many
‘electives’. or  courses they
choose, and 10 few courses in
basic  subjects. Others think
students watch too much TV
and do too littie homework
Evervone agrees the problems

must be addressed.

From “Spotlight on the [SA’
(Oxford University Press-200] J

QUESTIONS

1. Find out as much as You can
about the educitional system of
the USA

2. Are there any differences
between the educationa) system
in the USA and the educational

system In Vietnam?

3. Describe the main

differences.
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SNAPSHOT AUSTRALIA

ustralia has a prosperous
Western-style  capitalist

-‘cdnomy, with  a per
capita GDP comparable to levels
i highly  industrialized  West
European  countries. Rich in
natural resources, Australia is a
major exporter of agricultural
products, minerals, metals, and
fossil fuels. Commodities account
for more than 80% of the value of
total exports, so that, as in 1983-
g4, a

commodity prices can have a big

downturn  in world

impact on the economy. The
govemment s
increasing exports of
manufactuered goods, but
competition  in international
markets continues to be severe.
Australia has suffered from the
low gré;wth and high

unemployment characterizing the

QECD-  countries in the early-

1990s. In 149293 the economy
recovered  slowly  from  the

prolonged reession of 1990-91, a

ENGLISH-SPEARNINGOOLNTRES

pushing for -

A

major  restraining  factor 2ing
weak  world  demand  for
Australia's exports. Growth picked
up so strongly in 1994 that the
govemnment felt the need for fiscal
and  monetary tghtening by
yearend. Australia's GDP grew
0.4% in 1994, largely due 1o
increases in industrial output and
business investment. A severe
drought in 1994 reduced the value
of Australia’s net farm production,
but rising world commodity prices
are likely to boost commodity
exports by 15% to 42.4 billion in
1995-96, according 1o govemment
statistics.  Short-term  economic
problems include a balancing of
output growth and inflationary
pressures and the stimulation of

exports to offset rising imports.

From ‘Cowntry Studies’ {Hanoi
National University - 1698
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UNIT XTI

THE DISCOVERY OF AUSTRALIA

ustralia was discovery in
1642 Dutch

explorer,

by the

Tasman, but
for more than a hundred years
after that they remained vague
lines on the map. It was thought
that they were part of a Great
South Land in which civilized
human beings lived. Scientists in
Britain were anxious to find out if
this land really did exist, so in
1768

expedition

they sent an

to the
southern seas to look
for it. The leader of the
expedition was Captain
Cook of

Royal Navy, one of the

James the
greatest explorers of all
time. He took with him
boat  his

on ship,

Endeavour, scientist
and artists whose job it
was to make a record of

all the strange things

ISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES
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they might discover on the
voyage. Cook never did discovery
the mysterious South Land, but far
down in the southern ocean he did
discover the east coast of New
Zealand, and he raised the Union
Jack to claim it for Britain. He
then sailed right round the two

of

naming

islands, making maps the

whole coast and

mountains and bays and islands,
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which still bear the same names
today.

Cook and his COMpALD: came
face to face with the Maoris, the
native people who had come to
New Zealand [rom the South Sea
Pacific Islands in the 14" century.
They were. more warlike than the
South Sea Islanders. One sailor
returned  white - face and
trembling from a trip ashore.
What be the matter with you,
Master  Simkins?'

shipmate. " The matter! [ see'd

asked a

- one o' them savages gnawing a
roasted [orearm!’
Alter leaving New Zealand, Cook

salled northwest. He believed that

with luck hie might find another

land, and nineteen days later, that
1 cxactly what he did. It was
Australia. They |landed in a bay on
the north east coats which is today
pat of Sydney, and to their
astonishment they saw plants and
creatures that no white man had
cver scen before: Kangaroos and
wombats and  koulas, brilhiantly
coloured birds and butterflies, and
gfey-greer ucalyptus trees of all
kinds. Coox named the place
Botany Bay'. They also met the

CROLISELEPIAKIN U NTRITS

dark - skinned Aborigines, The
crew were scornful of them and
called them animas, but Cook
admired their simple way of life.
He wrote in his diary: With all our
possession and comfortable way
of life, we do not seem as happy
as they are. He realised what
would happen to them one day,
and he was saddened.
Ten years later, Australia's first
settlers landed in Sydney Harbour,
which was only a few milcs up
Botany Bay.
Philip,  the
little  fleet,

from
Arthur

commander of the

the coast

Captain

wrote: *We had the satisfaction of
finding the finest harbor in the
world.” Not many people would
disagree with him today. These
first  settlers were convicts,
women as welrl as men, who had
been sent to this wild land as a
punishment. There were also
soldiers to guard them. Only 10%
of Australtans are descended from

convicts, most of whom were not

really criminals.  There were
rebellious  Irishimen, English
laborers  who  had  formed

unlawful trade unions, girls who
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had stolen half a loaf of bread for
their starving children.

By 1823 there were only about
30000 settlers in Sydney but
gradually Australia took shape. By
1840 the borders of six separate
colonies had been decided. These,
colonies stretched right round the
coast from Queensland in the
north east to Western Australia in
the tar south west. But to begin
with ‘the colonists had very little
say in governing themselves. Each
colony was ruled by a governor
British

Government, The Australians, who

" appointed by  the

have never liked being told what
to do, particularly by upper class
‘Poms’, (the Australian nickname
for the English), demanded self-
rule, and they got it, for the British
had not forgotten how they lost
the American colonies. In 1901 the
SIX colonies formed a

confederation of states which was

called the Commonwealth of

Australia.

The exploration of the wvast
unknown conunent  went  on
throughout the 19" century. In
1803 Matthew Hinders sailed right

round Australia, noting how bare

ErOE S Al ARG TOLNTRIES

and uninviting most of the coast
was. Then two explorers broke
through the great mountain wall
which runs al} the way down the
east coast, and discovered the
outback, which stretches inland
and west for hundreds of miles,
gelting drier and dder uantil it

becomes waterfess desart.

From ‘Background to English-
speaking Countries’ (Macmillan
Publishers - 1997)

QUESTIONS
1- Describe the formation and

development of Australial

2. What do you know about

James Cook?

3, What do you think of the

Aborigines?

- 108 -
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UNIT XXV

PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT

t happens in history that
conquerors somelimes

destroy whole peoples in
their empires. The British killed
cvery single Aborigine in  the
Australian island of Tasmania. But
in. New (Zealand, although there
were fierce battles, the British and
the Maoris had a respect for .one
another. The fighting stopped, and
before long Maoris and whites
began to intermarry: Today the
Maons lave equal nights with the
whiles, but they sail do not always
have equal opportunities.

The  Aborigines of Australia —

[INGLISH-PEAKING COUNIRIES

there are some 160,000 of them —
have a more ancient and simple
way of life than the Maoris.
Nobody knows where they came
from, or when. They once
wandered freely over the vast
continent, of- which they were the
only inhabitants. Now some [ive
in reserves, away from while
people. Others work on sheep
stations (ranches), but (he rest
have moved into towns, where
they live in- awful poverty,
uncmployed and  uneducated.
However, most’ Australians now
agree that the Aborigines have
been cruelly neglected and that
they have just the same right to a

good life -as white Australians.

SOME VIEWS ON THE
Here are some common views

that  the Brilish have ol
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Austrafians.  Some  Australians
would awvree, others might not
They are {iercely independent and
they say exactly what they think,
even il it sometimes sounds rude.
The sharp-faced. leathery-skinned
horseman rounding up lus {locks
of sheep is'typical only of the men
who work in the outback. Five out
of six Australians live in the
suburbs- ‘(called 'slurbs’) of towns
and cities, and they like to own the
house they iive in. It is still
sometimes sald that Australia is
"not a place ‘for women, and some
men slill like to spend more time
with their mates than with their
wives. But more and morc
Australians have wider interests,
now that Australia has citizens
from so many ditferent countries.
Since  World  War 2, nearly
4,000,000 immigrants from 120
countries have settled in Australia,
and the population- has risen from
7,500,000 in 1945 to 15,400,000
in 1980 Sydney has 3,500,000
inhabitants, Melbourne 3,000,000.
Australtans now take a much
greater interest in the Arts.

The  Australians  demand  ‘fair-

goes” (fair treatment), not only for

ENGUISEESPUAKING COUNTRIES

themselves, but also  for  their
mates. Loyalty to their males s of
greal importance t©¢ them, more
important  than-obeying  rules.
They work to earn enough to
enjoy themselves, preferably out
of doors. Some Aussie men pride
themselves on being ‘macho’
(very masculine), and fights in
pubs are not uncommon. They
tend to be carefree. An Anssic
flying to London in the middle of
a ‘down-under’ summer, arrived
at Heathrow in a snow storm,
wearing only- an open-neck shist
and a pair of shorts.

The Australians  are  becoming
more and more attracted towards
thc USA, but not the New
Zealanders, - who do not have
much love for the Americans.
Both  Australians  arid  New
Zealanders, especially the
younger ones, have a great prde
in their own countries. They no
longer have strong ties with r;le
mother country. !5
Australia has been criticised for
refusing™ to_ accept non—wh\itc
immigrants, but she has allow'?:d
in a large number of Vietnamee

refugees.
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GOVERNMENT
Like the USA, Australia is a
federation of states, but both
federal and stale governments are
run on British, no( Anicrican fin.cs,
Australian members of Parliament
arc  clected by  proportional
representation. Everyone aged 18
and over has to votc in federa] and
state eleclions. Anyone who does
not botlier to vole has to pay a
fine. There are two main parties,
Labour, a middle-of -the-road
socialis{t party, and the Liberal
. Parly, which stands for [rec
colerprisc.

The New Zealand Parliament hag
only one House, which it calls the
Housc of Representatives.
Otherwise the whole New Zealand
parliamentary system is very like
that of the UK Therc are two

partics, the Labour Party and the

Natioval  Party,  which s
conservative welfare -Party. The
Queen is head of both  the

Australian and the New Zealand
governments, but is represented in

botl cases by a Govemor-General.

From “Buckground 10 Lnglish-
speaking  Countries’ {Macmillan
Publishers - 1997

PNGLISTI SIS AKING COUNTTIES

UESTIONS

I- Find out as much as vou about
the Australians.

2. Describe the political systein m
Australia.

3. How

parties are

many main political

their in  Australia?

What are they?
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UNIT XV

THE RICHES OF NEW LANDS

arcth Williams stopped
off at Perth, capital of
Western Australia, to
visit his uncle, Phil Edwards, who
was a daclor wilh the

Royal

Doctors’  Flving  Service The
Flying Service has saved many
fives the outback

The

Australia where most people live

small  comer of Westem
15 like a huge oasis, with the
lndian Ocecan on two sides and the
endless desert on the other two.
Perth'’s nearest neighbour,
Adelaide, s over 2,600 km away,
and between them lies the vast
Nultabor Plain, which is dead Hat
and without a tree for 800 km. Yet
along the coast on either side of
Perth, Gareth was amazed by the
variety ol crops and plantations.

His

fovests of huge cucalyptus trees,

urnicle drove him  through

whose wood is so hard that it can

be used for underwater posts.

IINGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES

Further up the coast, they stopped
in a vast plantation of fruit trees.
*There was every kind of tree,
from bananas and mangoes o
oranges and lemons, and there
were vegetable gardens: too, 1n
which a small black-haired man
was hard at work. Phil called to
him: ‘Alberto! Come and explamn
to my Weclsh nephew what has
made the desert flower’.

“ We found water and brought it

to the crops-imrigated them, in

fact. There's a river which floads
and then dries up. Now we catch
the flood water and store it, and
we've found water under the
sand, too’

“Are you getting on beticr with
your neighbours?” asked Phil.
They-still say,”You work too hard,
Alberto. It’s not fairgoes!””

They
wheatfields."We export a lot of

drove  .on through

wheat, you know, Gareth,’ sald
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Phil. ‘We used to export it (o

Britain, but now 1it's china. We’'ve

turncd our laces to the east. Odd,

isn’t it. when you come to think of

i? Bul Australia is an exciting
country to live in. We’re gradua‘lly
discovering that more of it is fit to
live in than we’d thought. Take
the Kimberly Range, up north
They’ve changed the course of the
and

cattle country.’

river turned the land *into
‘I suppose you still export a lot of
wool?” asked Gareth.

+ ‘My goodness, yes! Do you

know how many sheep we've

got, scattered all over the
continent? 135,000,000!
That’s about 14% of all the

sheep in the world, and they

give us the softest wool
anyone could want. Three's
such a demand for our wool,
ladies, that we export 90% of
it, and that's a world record!
Australians -raise cattle, (oo,
you know, lots ol ‘em, and we
scll most ol our beef and veal

to the USA.”

Onc day Phil got a call from

an tron orc mine. A miner had had

a bad hcart attack. Gareth went
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Lad

with him. They were soon {lying
low over the deserl. Below them a
black metalled road cut straight
through the red earth with hardly
a bend. Dirt roads branched off it,
leading to broken-down huts and
ruined mine shafts

‘I was called oul here once,” Phil
said, pointing. ‘Had (o go 1nto that
shaft down there. Old man had
and killed

gone crazy himself

because he couldn’t find any
gold.’
Soon a range of mountains

appeared, rust-red humps, none of
1200

metres high. ‘The Hammersley

them much more than
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Phil ‘Once  we

thought all the plateau was barren

Range,’ said.

and uscless. Now we know there’s

enough  iron  ore  in those
‘mountain. to keep the world

supplied for a hundred years. *.
‘What do th@ do with the ore?”
asked Garcth. "Load it as it is?’
‘No, first it’s broken up on the
sbot, then it's carried 500 km by
Port Hedland oz

Dampier, From there ifs shipped

rail down to
straight to Japan. Japan’s the big
market for all our ores, especially
aluminum

“bauxite (from  which

comes)-were the world’s biggest

producer of bauxile, and we
export  nickel and  zine, and
Heaven  knows what other

. minerals. And we’ve more coal

than we need. So we export what’s
left-to Japan.”

Gareth grinned. ‘“They call you the
lucky country. I can see why!’
“They’re right! Off Barrow Island
there are scores of il rigs. In 960
we didn't know we had any oil.
New we produce almost as much s
we need-and we've got natural
zas, too.”

They picked up the sick man and

flew, him back to Perth, where he

ENGLISH SPEAKING COUNITIES

was rushed to onc of the City’s

public health hospitals.

From ‘Background 1o English-
speaking Countries' (Macmillan
Publishers - 1997)

QUESTIONS

t- Find out as much as you about
Australia.

2. Is it easy for them to make the

country develop? Explain the

reason why.

3. It is said that Australian wool is
the softest anvone could want. Is

it true? Explain the reason why.

- 14 -
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UNIT XVI

ENJOYING ONESELF DOWN UNDER

astern - Avstralia, where
m.osl Auslralians live, has
two frontiers. There s
the vast South Pacific Occan and
inland, beyond the mounlains,
there s the vast descrt of the
ottback. The bush, on the cdge of
the desert, is the most exciting
-parf of the outhack, with ils
slender, papery-barked cucalyptus
trees and yellow-flowered watile,
the sun shining through the grey-
green leaves, and (he blackened
stumps of past fires. Al times the
heat of the midday sun scts fire Lo
the bush, and famces roar through
the dry scrub, threalening outback
towns and sheep stations. But on
the scaward side of the mountains
the climate {s  pleasant, sub-
ropical in Qucensiand, while in
Walcs

there’s a nip 40 the air in winter,,

New  South and Victoria

though the sun shines most of the

titme throughout the whole year.

LMNELISTLSTEAKING COUNITRI 5

Mark Odell, a Sydney bank clerk,
has never been to the outback.
Few Australians have. Mark s
marricd with two young children
and lives in his own small house
overlooking Botany Bay. His
garden just has room for a hard
The

Sydney are full of private tennis

tennis  court. suburbs  of
courts, since lhey are cheap to
build. Most sports in Australia are
cheap. For instance, anyonc can
play golf. There are no EXpensive
clubs as in Brilain. Australians
strongly disapprove of special
advantages for the rich. In the
Mark

twice, a week, to meet his mates

cvening likes, once or
at the pub. His wife, Jean, goes to
the opera whenever she can. Some
people claim  that the Sydney
Opcra House is the most exciing
place in the world for listening to

music. Ml the great orchiestras and
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opera singers visit Sydney  and
Mclboume.

Thanks to the climate, Mark and
his family can be out of doors
Al

weekends, he and Jean go up into

summer and  winter, winter
the mountains to ski. Alongside a
jetty in Sydney Harbor there is a
smmall yacht which Mark shares
with three mates. At weekends the
harbor is crowded with sailing
The

Australians are fine yachtsmen.

boats, large and small.

Their  greatest  success  was
-winning  back  in 1983 (he
America’s  Cup,  which  the

Americans had held since {851.

[n summer, as soon as the day’s
work {5 over, the whole Odeil
(amily go off to the beach to
‘sunbake’ and  swim  and £o
surting- Murk is an expert surler
“and enjoys taking risks and riding
the tops of the great waves. Jean
was g champion swimmer wihen
she was sixteen. Australians have
won a aumber of Olympic and
Commonwealth gold medals for,
T lave  also

J1 o

swimmnr. g

produced  several  world-class

runners. Each city hay a number of

PN LIS SPFARRNG CULNITIES
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small stadivms where athletes can
train without cost, -.

Jean often takes her young son to
one of the many concrete cricket
pitches in the parks, and bowls to
him with a teanis ball. Cricket is
the national sport. Rivalry with
the. English goes :back a hundred
years. Australia has so far won
more Test Matches than England,
Recently the Australians had
tigerish fast bowler. As he rap up
to bowl, the crowd cried, ‘Kiil,
kill, kill!” The Aussies are not at
all pleased when they lose a Test
Match.
anything else, is another popular

Betting on horses, or
pastime.

The New Zealand climate is mild,
like

Australians, can spend most of

so  New  Zealanders,
therr free time out of doors. It is a

mountainous country, with many

peaks over 2000 metres, and
streams  rush  down the  stecp
stopes.  Trout, brought from
England, have  been very

successful in New Zealand, and
anyone can fish for them. ‘When |
was in England,” Len Meade of
told  his
‘[ had to pay the

Christchurch English

cousin, Bob,
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owner of a strcam £20 a day lor

the night to fish. I didn’t even scee
a trout! T told him he could keep
his fish!’ _
‘Don't miss Rotorua,” Len. told his
cousin. ‘lt's wonderful! [Us éol
geysers and hot springs. You-can
have a hot-bath, if-you feel like it,
and you'll bave Maori guides -
Ycs, the volcanoes round about arc
aclive ... Nothing to worry aboul!
They won’t erupl! Of course,
there’s always the chance of an
carthqyake! The last big one was
in 1931...7Yes, it destroyed Napier
completely.’

The broad chain of mountains
whicli run all the way down the
west coast of South Island have
finc sidling slopes and splendid
trails for hikers in summer. In the
far south there are (all mountains
and ferests which have now been
made into a nalional park, and
there are great cli{s dropping
*straight down to the inky black
walers ol (he narrow  sounds,
which arc like Norwegian {jords,
only much more wild and lonely.

New Zealanders play the samc
sports as  Avstralians, but their

national sport, rughy, is more than

INCHISEESPTEARING COLNTTUIS
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a game, lor winning 1s a malter ol
national pride. The New Zealand
tean is called ‘The AH Blacks' ~

they wear black shirts and shorts

~ and they are usually all--
conquering. -

‘Emmma Chizzil?’

The shop assistant  looked

bewildered. I'm afraid you've got

the wrong person. I'm  Susdn
Brown.

‘0K, Susan! Don’t yer like the
mickey owt o’ me!l Emma
Chizzit?’

He put his hand on the model of
Big Ben, and suddenly Susan
understood. ‘Oh, how much is it!
Abe Conpors snapped. ‘That’s

what 1 said! Emmma Chizzit?”

‘I'm sorry. ['m afraid..

Abe was gelling annoyed ‘I come
{from Sydney, :Aus-tra-lia. Wiiere
you from, Buckingham Palace?’

‘Emma Chizzit’ is a well-known

Joke about the Australian accent.

Unlike
Australians don’t like the English

Armericans, many
public school accent. Somelimes
they make fun of it.

New Zealand

speech has its origins in Cockney

Australian  and

London. The vowel a in words
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1

like “‘day’, ‘late’,  ‘basin’ is
pronounced like the 1 in ‘bite’, e
di’, thite’, ‘bison’ {which makes
‘hasin’ sound exactly the same as
‘bison’, the American word for a
butfale). Here's a joke which is
both  Cockney and  Australian:
“What's the ditference between a
butfalo ton?” ‘[ don’t know. What
1s the difference?’ *Yer can 't wash
yer hands in a bulfalo!”

The o in ‘old’ is pronounced
“owld”, as in.Cockney; the ending
of English countries, ‘He lives in
" Derbyshire” (etc} is pronounced -
sheer instead of the standard
English - sher; and the ending - ly,
i "My Sheila is lovely’ s
pronounced” ‘lovelee’ by both
Cockney. and  Awstralians, but
standard  English.
New Zealand

accents  depend on  where the

Hovell”  in

Australian  and

specakers grew up, and on their
tamilies, schools, etc. Many
Austrabians and even more new
Zealanders, speak  an English

which is very loke British English.

Some  Australians  deliberately
exaggerate their Strine”,

particularly in the presence of

Lo, ‘Strine’ s how  some

BN LSH-SPEARING COUNTIIES

Australians pronounce
“Australian’ (the language).

Here are a few Australian words
which are in the Oxford English
Dictionary? outback; bush in its
outhack sense: bushrangecr,
meaning a convict who escapes
into the bush to hide and uses it as
a base from which to atfack and
rob  travelers;  brumby, an
unbroken (wild, untrained) horse
on an Australian shecp station;
tucker, food eaten by

hands (workers) on a sheep
station; crook, meaning ‘ill’, a
word much used in Australia and
New Zealand ; to whinge, an old
English slang word meaning
‘make a fuss’, which is beginning
to be used again in Britain: My
Sheila always whinges when she’s
crook, but she svon’t go and see a
doctor.’

The Australians have not chanzed
the old Aboriginal words for
animals and places, or for some of
the customs which have become a
part of Anstralian life: koala
{bear), - kangarco, wallaby
(animals); kookaburra, budgerigzar
(birds); boomerang, a hunting

weapon  which returns (o tie

- 1R -
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huntsman 1f he misses; billabong,
the (ributary of a river; carroboree,
a notsy dance or parly. 1 tic
channing name, Wagga- Wagga,
given 0 a town in New South
Wales, ts the Aboriginal word Tor
(he  cawing of a crow; the
Murrumbridge River means big
waler'; Woomera, which is a
testing ground for rockets, means

‘spear-throwing stick’.

New Zealanders use Maori words
in the same way: kiwi, the
flightless bird which has become a
symbol of New Zealand, just as
the kangaroo and wallaby have
become  symbols  of  Australia;
Wangamu, the North [sland port,
is the Maon word for ‘big mouth’;
Waikele, the longest river in New
Zcaland, mecans’flowing  waler’,
and Hok(tika, another river, means
‘dircct return’. One in cleven New
Zealanders are at least hall Maori,
so (he Maort language is having
New Zealand

English. One word that rugby fans

an nflwence on
know all over the world is (he
Haaka, a Maori war dance that
Zealand lcams

New rugby

perform before every inlernational

TNGLISFLSIRAKING COUNTRICS
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match: The object of the Haaka is
lo frighlcn the opposing (cams

The eucalyptus tree once prew
only in Australia. bul has now
spread all over lhe world. The
name ‘cucalyplus’ was given it by
onc of the scienlists who went
with cook on his preat voyage of
discovery. ‘The Australians call it
a ‘gum tree’. "
The

under’ is being influenced by

English  language ‘down
American English in (he same
way as it is being influenced in
Brilain, and for the same reasons.
Australians and New Zealanders
watch even more American T.V
programmes than the British do.
‘They belong to lhe New World
and their linguistic ties with the
mother being

counlry. are

toosened all the time.

From 'Background to Fnglish-
speaking Countries’ (Macmillan

Publishers - {997)

QUESTIONS

I. Why can anyonc play golf in

Sydney?
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2. Find out as much as you about

Australian sport!

3. What do the Australians do in

their free time?

ENGLISH-SPEARING CGUNTRIES - b2
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SNAPSHOT CANADA

s an affluent, high-tech
industrial society,

Canada today closely
resembles the US in per capita
output, market-oriented economic
system, and pattern of production.
Since World War I, the
impressive  growth  of  the
* manufacturing, mining, and
service  sectors has  {ransformed
the nation from a largely rural
economy  into  one  primartly
industrial and  urban.  Canada
started the 1990s in recession, and
real rates of growth have averaged
only [.1% so far this decade.
Because of slower growth, Canada
still faces high unemployment and
a large public sector debt. With its
sreat nalural resources,  skilled
labour loree, and modemn capital
piant, however, Canada will enjoy
better econointe prospects in the
luture. The Continuing
constititional  impasse  hztween
English-  and  French-speaking

ENGLISH-SPEARKING G COENIIES

areas 1s ratsing the possibility of a
split in the conflederation, making

foreign investors somewhat edgy.

From 'Country Studies’ (Hanoi
National University - {998)

- 174 -
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UNIT X VII

THE MAKING OF CANADA

ohn Cabot, an Italian® sea

caplain in the pay ol the

British, discovered Canada in
Columbus

1497, after

discovered America. He planted a

five years
huge cross on the shore and then
sailed home, with the news that he
had reached north east China, the
land of the Great Khan, and that the
. sca WHSII—LI“ of fish. e

In ;

cxplorer,

1534, the French
Jacques
Cartier, sailed right
down the St

Lawrence River until

he could go no
further. Among the
greal forests along
the shore he met
Indians who
welcomed him, but in return he

kidnapped some of their chiefs. He
was the first European to treat the
[ndians with cruelty and '{rcaclucr_\-‘, It
was almost another hundred years
before French colonists suitled on

the banks ol the St Lawrence and

[NGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTIIES
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founded Quebec. They were
senl there to give good and

shelter to the French fur traders,

who were carrying on a
profitable ~ trade  with  the
[ndians.

By the middle of the 18"

century, the French in North

realized that they

America

could not avoid a fight to the
death with the British and their
American colonists, but back in
France the French King Louis
XV, was too busy with his wars
with Prussia to bother much
about what was going on in the

‘Land of Ice and Snow’. So the
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French troops in Canada did not
receive the supplics they needed so
badby, aud thc few ships that did try
1 gel through were usually caplured
by British warships.

Yot thiv eolominl wor cnded i oa
famous battle. The British surpriscd
the Frencli by climbing the clills at
Quebee in the muddle of the night.
Alter thetr defeat, the French were
forced o give up every nch of land
in North Awmerica. But the British
allowed the French colonists, all
60,000 of them, to stay on, and they
" did not try and change the French
way of life or their religion. The
French were all Catholics. But the
British wamed them that Louis XV
of France was no longer their King.
Their King from now on, would be
King George Il of England.

At that time there were very few
British colonists in Canada. The f{irst
British  settlers in Canada were
American refugees who refused to
fight against the British army n the
Revolutionary War, because they
¢lt they were more British than
American. They called themselves
Loyalists, but their fellow Americans
accused them of being traitors and

took away their possessions. 80,000

EIMIGLIS H-SPE ARG COUNTRIES - 176 -

Loyalists helped the British to
delend  Canada

invading Aimcrican army during

against  an

the Revolulionary War.

During the first half of the
nineteentli century one million
British,

immigrants, mostly

seilled in Canada, bul there

were  hardly  any  French
immigrants from France.
However, the French

Canadians’ birth rate was high,
so thal in just over two
centuries the French Canadian
population  increcased  from
60,000 to 6 million.

Joe Mulloy, a student from
Londen was interested in the
French Canadians and asked a
Quebecois fricnd, Pierre
Charcot, about them. ‘What
would  happen, Pierre, if
Québec

independent?’

declared “tself

‘IU'd be very unfortunate for
everybody,” Picrre replied. ‘It's
what a lot of French Canadians
want, but I don’t think it'll ever
happc;l.’

‘Why do they wanl Lo icave

Canada?" asked Joe.
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‘Because Quebee 1s much more
French than Canadian, The way of
(English-

spcaking) Canadians is American,

lile  of  Anglophone
with some British mixed in.”
‘French and British Canadians get on
atl right, don't they?”

© Well, Monlreal is a bit of a
problem. It’s Francophone (French-
speaking) and the sccond biggest
city in Canada. But there are a lot of
Anglophone businessmen there, and
thcy usually employ Anglophone
workefs. Now there are more and
" more Francophone employers who
will only employ Francophone
workers!  So  more and more
Anglophones are moving to Onltario
wlere mostly English 1s spoken.
Canada spread [rom the Atlantic
right across the prairies* and Lhe
Rocky  Mountains o British
Coluinbia; and northwards Lo the
barce bul beauliful Yukon and the ice-
covered islands of the Arctic. The
pionecr farmers found that the black
carth of the Prairie Provinces could
grow some of the finest grain in the
worltd, The tracks of the Capadian
Pacific  Railway  pushed  on
westwards through Indian lands. To

protect their land the Indians made

LENGLISH SPEAKING COUNTIUES - 127 -

fieree attacks on the raillway-
builders and tie farmers.

Canada moved slowly towards
scll-rule during the second half
ol the nineteenth century. A
federation of provinces  was
fornied [rom Nova Scolia on
the Allanlic coast to British
Columbia on the far side of the
Rockies. In 1936 Canada
became a Dominion (a self-
governing nation} within the
British

Empire. The Dominions of

Commonwealth and

Canada, New Zealand and
South  Africa went 1o war
alongside Britain in 1918 and

again in 1939.

From ‘Buckground to English-
speaking Countries’
(Macmillan Publishers - [997)

QUESTIONS
1- Deseribe the formation and

development of Canada.

2. Where did the first British

selllers in Canada come tom?

3. What do the pioncer farmers

arow on the prairies?
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UNIT X VI

PEOPLE AND GOYVERNMENT OF CANADA

anada is a good example of
the way peoples of
different ways of life and
different languages can live side by
side under one government. The
population of Canada has risen from
11.5 million in 1941 to 25 million in
“ 1980 Most of the newcomers are
from Europe, Asia and the USA, so
that today less than 44% of Canada’s
population 1s ol British origin.
Quebec province is still 90% French.
~There are some groups of French.
Canadians in Ontario and Manitoba,
. but the numbers are quite small.
There are many Indians, Pakistanis
and Chinese, and also blacks from
the USA, amony the immigrants who
are pouring into Canada now. Some
Canadians are afraid that before long
Canada will have more colored
citizens than white. Other Canadians
are disturbed by the growing racism
in their country Canada, like so

many other countries, has only just

ENGLISTLSPEAKING COUNTREES 2178 -

begun to treat her own non -
white citizens, the Eskimos (or
[nuity and the Indians, as
generously as they deserve. The
Indian and Eskimo populations
have grown quite a lot in the
last few years. The government
is at last realizing that it has a
duty towards these people that
it has neglected for so long.

All Canadian children have to
learn both French and English
at school, but Francophones
and Anglophones do not enjoy
leaming cach other’s language.
Still, most Quehecols middle
class  families living 1n
Montreal are bilingual - they
speak  English and French
cqually well.

Until the Second World War,
every-Canadian proviace except
Quebec  was  overwhelmingly
British, both by blood and in

feeling. Some Canadians were
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morc  patriotic  than the British

(hemscelves and were really angry if

anyonc walked out of

d

cinema

while God Save the King was being

TRPTa g % N
R B

_.How do you think

1T
‘II‘.?K%
. B
il
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playcd. Now Canadians think ol
themselves as a peoplc in their
own right, not ticd to cither

Britain or the USA. The USA has
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not heen a threat to Canada lor
almost two hundred years. In lact,
the 6,410 kin US-Canadian {ronlicr,
the longest continuous [rontier in the
world, has no  wire [ence, 1o
soldiers, no guns on either side. It is
called “the Border’.

Joc Mulloy met an American girl,
Suzie, who had moved to Toronto.
“Why did you leave the USA?’ he
asked.

‘Because | have a boyfriend here, but
chicfly because Detroit, where we
used to live, ts such an awful city.
My mother and father were both
nugged.’

‘“You mean there’s no viclence in
Toronte?’

“Very little” said Suzie. You can walk
anywhere, night or day, or ride the
Subway, and [eel quite sale. There
are really no poor neighbourhoods in
Toronlo. no ghettos. And the laws
against puns are stricter.”

‘But don't you find Canada dull after
America?’

itowas gatiser dell, people say, just
alter the war, but it isa’t now, not
since all the European immigrants
have settled here. Pve made {ricnds
with some [alians. They’ve opencd

¢ restaurant, and 1U's very good, too.

ANGLISEESPEARING COURNTTEIRS - 130 -

There are thousands of lalians
i Toronto now, That’s a lof,
and they bring thé place alive.”
Sufl, don’t you find Toronto
rather provincial?” asked Joc.
‘Provincial? You're kidding! it
has a population of three
mitlion, you know. Cunada is
an exciting place to be these
days, because it’s building up a
cullure ol its own. lols of
Canadians are crazy about
music and heatre.’

‘So don’t you find life very
different, then?’

‘Well, if you were taken up in a
plane and dropped in a Toronto
shopping mall, you wouldn't
know if you were in Canada or
the USA. But life lhere is
calmer,’ said Suzie.

The Canadian government is
more  Brilish in style than
American, cxcept that it is a
federal government. The head
of government is the Prime
Minister, often called the "PM’,
as in Britain.

The Federal Government has a
Senate and House of Commons,
and each province also has a

Housc of Commons.
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Canada now  belongs o the
Commonwealth of Nations (nalions
which once belonged (o the DBritish
Empire.) Her tics with the mother
counlry arc not as 'strong as they
were. She has a new flag, which has
tow red bands at either end with a
red maple leal in the middle. The
maple lrec is the nalional tree of
Canada. In the fall maple leaves (urn
a brilliant red and orange.

Queen Elizabeth I1 is still Queen of
Canada. She is head of the
government, as in Britain, bul has a
Governor-General to represent her,
She 1s sull quite popular among
Anglophone Canadians, but she is

morc popular stfl in the USA!

From  ‘Background 1o [Lnglish-
speaking Countries’
(Macmillan Publishers - 1997}

QULSTIONS

I. What do you (hink of the

Cuanadians?

2. Find out as much as you can aboul

the political system of Canada.

3. Whal shows that {the Canadians do

nolvepard the USA as a threat?

PINGLISTT-SPEAKING COUNTRIES - 131 -
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UNKET XIX

LIFE AND INDUSTRY IN CANADA’S FAR NORTH

anada buys most of what
she needs from the USA
and the USA buys most of
what Canada sells. Canada’s prairie
provinces grow vast crops of grain,
but the great forests which stretch
from the Pacttic (o the St Lawrence,
~and far up into the Northwest
Terrilories, are much more valuable.
Canada is one of the world’s greatest
timber producers.
Canada  also  has many different
Northwest
Yukon,

minerals. In the
Tertitories and the
prospectors fouad that many of these
minerals lay in the Arctic: lead, zinc,
cooper, gold, silver, coal, uranium,
asbestos, above all oil and natural
gas.

Few places are muore windswept or
bitterly  cold than the Canadian
Arclic, an cmnpty, treeless, icy land
stretching all the way from Alaska to
Greenland. From  September  until

June. everything hes buried hencath

[NGLIST-SPEAKING COUNTIRIES S0

snow and ice. Yet in the short
summer, rocks and pools gleam
in the midnight sun (for a few
days in midsummer the sun
never sets). Tiny willows burst
into leaf, and there are places
where militons of wild flowers,
of ali colours spread for miles
across the ice-cold earth.

This Arctic land 1s called the
tundra. It 1s the land of the
Eskimo, or Inuit means ‘the
peopie’ whereas ‘Eskimo’ is an
Indian word meaning eaters of
raw flesh. The Inuit used to be
nomads, hunting seals on the
ice in winter and canbou on the
tundra on summer, They slept
in tents made of cartbou skins.
They were a peaceful people
who lived their lives cheerfully,
anél' they joked and laughed a
great deal. Then the white
hunters came and shot caribou

and polar bears and musk oxen
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and wolves and the government had
no control over them. Other while
men came (o scarch of minerals
beneath the tundra end found oii and
natural pas. The arrival of the white
men with their guns and machinery
changed the lives of the Inuit. They
gradually gave up living as nomads
and moved into scttlements, where
they had little to do except drink in
the saloons. They were no longer
happy and they did not laugh very
often.

Bul now things have changed once
“more. The Inuit have started hunting
agatn - with guns and snowmobiles.
The hunters still live in tenls, but
they keep a store ol canned {ood in
case they cannol gel enough lo eal
from their hunting. The government
bas built towns for them, like Inuvik,
where they can get training in many
kinds

children can go to school. Their

ol jobs, and where their
health 1s looked alter, and the Inuit
now lLive longer than they did when
they were nomads.

Some years ago the oilmen found
oil, and also natural gas, beneath the
sca not far [rom the Mackenzie
River, and further north still, on the

Queen Elizabeth Islunds. The scarch

TNGLESHEMTARING COUNTRIES -]

a1

o

for oil and gas in these frozen
regions s a  dangerous
adventure, almost as dﬁngcrous
as gold rush across the Rocky
Mountains in the last century.
Between the Queen Elizabeth
Islands and the North Pole there
ts no more and only snow and
ice which never melts in
summer or winter. The oilmen
have only one link with
civilization, the acroplane, and
their lives depend on the skill
of the pilots. There have been
some bad crashes.

‘I’s just about as far north as
you can go,” Mark Grigson, a
roughneek, said in an interview
wilh a reporter. ‘Look at the
map and you'll see. You can
only get there by plane, and hat
can be {rightening, because
we're right near the magnetic
pole, which means you can'l
use a compass. We don’t see
the sun for most of the year. [t
makes you miscrable after a
while, so we work for 12 hours
a day for lwo weeks, then go
south for a week’s vacation...
awful

s an place. The

[cmperature sometimes stays at
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607 below zero for weeks and QUESTIONS

weeks, and  there are blinding I- Find out as much as you can
SNOWSLOTS, The cold is ahout the country.

unbelievable. [ once saw a man with , _ B
_ o 2. Describe the Inuit’s lifc
all the skin tom off his hand. He'd
many years ago and now.

st wau of M nlevee and taok hold

ol an iron railing. It was just as H it 3. What do you think of their

was red hot.. You can see why life in Canada’s far north?
alcohol is forbidden up there. You

could .casily drink too much, and

then you'd be done for. Summer’s

not much better, though at least we

don’t get mosquitoes as far north as

that. But there are plenty of fogs and

“polar bears are a danger, too. [ had to

shoot one once - in self-protection.

Stll, we're pretty comfortable in our

huts.... There's plenty of gas up

there. The problem is getling 1t back

-t civilization. But the company

reckon they can do it by pipeline -

once they’'ve found encugh gas to

make it worth the cost. The

construction of a pipeline will cost a

tortune.’

The attitude of these new pioneers 1s,

‘Anything is possible i you

really want it.’ ,
From  ‘Background 1o English-
speaking Countries’

(Macmillan Publishers - 1997}

ENGLISESPTEAKING COUNTRIES S 134 -
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UNIT XX

THE CANADIAN SPORTSMAN, ODD MAN OUT?

ahada has not donc as well

al international sporl as the

other Dominions in (he
Commonwealth of Nations. One
cause may be lhe climate. Canadian
athlefes must find it difficult to train
during r the  long, cold winters.
" Perhaps that's why they win few
medals at the Commonwealth and
Olympic  Games. As for other
Commonwealth  sporls, such as
crickel and rugby, (hey are minor
sports in Canada. Canadian football
is ltke Amecrican football, but not
quite, so American and Canadian
lcams never play cach other. The
Canadian play hascball, bul their
professional tecans belong (o the
American leagues. They do not often
play international matches.
“You just don’t understand!’ Suzic
said crossly to her English Cousin,
Sam. ‘You’re suggesting that we're
no pood at anylhing, because we

don’t very ollen ge our name on the

ENGLISH SPEARING COUNTHES - (35 -

sporting pages of the world’s
newspapers. Do you  really
think it’s so important to be
famous for beating other
counlries? You ought Lo be here
when the big {reeze starts. We
have walcr everywhere - lakes,
pools, rivers, and Lhey always
frceze and stay frozen right
through the winter. When it
snows, we just brush the snow
away so, you see, we have
natural skaling rinks in every
town and city, and the sun
shines nearly al the time. It's
very cold, of course, bul the
cold doesn’t worry you if wcar
gloves and a woolly tap (o
cover your ears. Everybody can
skate in Canada. You shotild see
tiny kids leaming to skate and
falling on their boltoms!”

‘But  docsn’t it give  kids

ambitions, skaling so ‘well?
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asked  Sam.  “Like  English  kids
kicking a loothall about?

Yos, it does. When  they're old
cnough, the Kids come out with
sticks and play hockey. Then, if a
boy starts playing really well, he
might get noticed and be given tiie
chance of ‘playing in a professional
team. lockey - what you call ‘ice
hockey’” - is the sport Canadians
usually enjoy playing most. There
are about twelve teams in this part of
North America - three Canadian
teums and the rest in the USA

" 'So the Americans...

‘No!" Suzie interrupted. ‘The players
in the US teams are 95% Canadian.
When the Chicago Blackhawks play
the Toronto Mapic Leafs, the crowd
shouts and cheers throughout the
game. You said the other day you
thought the Canadians were a quict,
sertous people. You wouldn't think
s0 1F you went to a hockey game at
the Maple Leaf arena! It's the most
violent game there is, and we all
love it and cheer on the Maple
Leals!

‘What do  you mean, ‘violent'?
Asked San

© Well, they play it at a very great

spoad, J0is supposed o be he fastest

FNGTISTE SR ARING U T RIES - 136 -

game i the world. Players
rcach speeds of more than 50
kim an hour. Their bodies are
protected with thick padding,
but when they crash into cach
other, they often start fighting
and litting each other with their
sticks. Players who start a fight
get sent o the penalty box to
cool off for a while. Being hit
by the puck is no joke, either. It
can speed across the ice at 160
km an hour, and sometimes it
travels through the air. That can
be dangerous.’

‘But your international team
isn’t too good. It never seems
to win a gold medal at the
Olympics,” Sam said.

“That’s because our best tcam is
professional, and so it can't
take part tn the Olympics.’
‘Doesn’t your top professional
team play other international
teams?’

‘Not often’, szid Suzie, ‘but
Canada and the USSR played a
series of eight.games recently.
We only just won-by four
games to three, with one tied.
That wasn’t bad when you

consider Russie’s population,
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and the Russian climate 1s like ours,
only worse! Still, it was a shock!”
“Do the French Canadians play?’

‘OFf course. They have a very good
team, the Montreal Canadians.’
There Is a Canadian game, a really
ancient gaiie nveaicd by the Indians
many centurics ago. It is played with
a stick bent at the end, wherce there’s
a small net. The ball is carried in this
net and thrown from onc playver to
another.  The French called 1t
Hlacrosse’, because the stick looked
like & crosier, the curved stick
cartiecd by a bishop. The Indians
calicd it “the little brother of war’!
The goals were several miles apart
and there were hundreds, sometimes
thousands, of players on each side,
who tried to knock out as many of
the other side as possible, so as to
leave a clear path o the goal. The
winning side left a (rail of injured
warriars behind it It was a way of
testing a man’s courage and skill.
The muodern team has 12 players, but
e a i a vougin gaine. [t s quite fair
lo knock @ man over with your stick.
Lacrasse is called Canada’s national
e byt today far more men play

=

tcehockey. Lacrosse is more popular

TOLISH SPEAKTING COLNIRIES - [37 -

woimnen and is played in many
girls’ schonls in Canada, the
US4,  Britain  and
Women may knock the ball out

[reland.

of an opponent’s stick, hut
body blows and violence of any

kind are strictly forbidden.

From ‘Background 1o English-
speaking Countries’

(Macmullan Publishers - 1997)

QUISTIONS
- Why s it difficult for
Canadian  athletes  to  train
during winter?
2. Find out as much as vou can

about Canadian sports.

3. What do you think of the

ancient Indian game?
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