Nguyén Thi Thao An

Kinh ting Sgt. Nguyén Khdc Binh & gia dinh

Khi toi ddt ban chan dau tién cham xubng dat My, toi da dé y rat k¥, cai cam
giac dau tién bao gio cling vay, nod gy mot 4n tuong sdu sic 1au dai trong ky
{rc. Vay ma trong gidy phut d6 toi chi ngan ngo mot chut, mot chat thoi rdi
bi day theo dong ngudi... Cai cam giac bang hoang, sau sac nhat phai ké 1a
lic may bay cat canh roi Viét Nam. Khi chiéc may bay United Airline nhac
minh i phi dao, toi ¥ thirc duge minh khong con dit chan trén manh dat

qué huong nira. T6i1 lo Iting, bay cao va bay cao mai. POt nhién téi c6 cam



giac xac than khong con ton tai, toi gidng nhu mot thir linh hon dang lo limg

ro1 bo tran gian.

Me t6i noi, dit chan 1én dat MY tre 1a dat chan 1€n tdi thién dang. Cha noi,
hay bam try, dung tré vé cai dia nguc nay. Toi hiéu, cha me dang cat rudt
day, va toi ciing dang quin 1ong phai roi bo gia dinh dé di du hoc.

“Phai bam tru.” Ba cai chit ndy 4m anh va moc ré trong tdm tri téi. Nhung
ma 1am thé nao dé bam tru? Pé duoc & lai nudc My, vao quéc tich, va sau
nay kéo hét gia dinh sang, d6 1a muc tiéu toi thuong, va ciing 1a niém mo
wdc cla ca gia dinh, diéu d6 that khong d&. Con dudng tat 1a két hon véi
nguoi ¢6 qudc tich. O ky tic x4, trong 16p, di shopping, di lam thém, hay bat
clr 130 rdo noi ddu toi cling dan mat vao nhitng dira con gai. T6i doan va xac
dinh myc ti€u, con nho nay con Viét Nam qua, chic chi ¢6 thé xanh, con nho
kia c6 vé My hoa chic chan 1a c6 qubc tich rdi hay nd dé & ddy. Toi bat ké
tudi tac, nhan sic, trong dau v& ra mét cudc tinh chdp nhoang, ma cai nao
cling két thuc bang mot budi 18 tuyén thé tai s Di Tri. Nhung ma thuc té,
chua c6 1an nao t6i md miéng 1am quen, toi van ding d6 voi mot tim trang
xudi x1, hén hén. T¢ hon niia, trudc mat ho, tdi cd cam gidc minh 1a nguoi
lam bang thiy tinh trong sudt, ho nhin thay tam dia bat chanh, nhiing y d6
den t0i rd mon mét nhu mot vét muc den vay ban khap nguoi. Nhitng thang
du hoc sinh khac bao, hay coi chung, 1éng phéng vdi ho c6 ngay an dao, an
dan ddy. Chung no bay, mudn ¢ lai, chi c6 nudc két hon gia. Két hon gia
ngdn rat nhiéu tién. Cha me t6i da phai cdm cd nha ctra, tai san duy nhat dé
lo chuyén du hoc rdi, danh chét t6i ciing khong ddm nghi ti tao mot ganh
nang nira cho gia dinh. Mot théng ban khéc bdo, dang linh di, phuc vu trong
quan ngil mot thoi gian vira dugc quy ché vao qudc tich, vira duoc hoc bong

hoc dai hoc, nhat ctr ludng tié€n. Chién tranh Iraq méi bat dau, nhu cau can



linh dang cao. Va toi, quyét dinh ngay, mé mot con duong mau, vao quin

doi dé thoat hiém.

Quyét dinh vao linh 1dm moi ngudi kinh ngac. Ban toi néi, “Di linh bay gid
1a nhay v6 dja nguc.” Toi cudi cudi, vo vo cai dau gan nhu troc 16c. Khong,
t6i chi mubn 1am mot ¢t “vuot vii mon” théi. Tuong truyén ngay xua cd mot
loai ca chép, ctr ba nam thi dugc vuot vii mon dé hoa thanh ré)ng. Tur dan
Viét dé tro thanh cong dan My ciing gidng nhu di dau thai kiép khéc, t6i can

phai “vuot vii mén” nhu mdt con ca chép that.

T6i khong ké cho ai nghe vé thoi huan nhuc ¢ quan truong. Lam thé nao dé
tor mOt nguoi dan tré thanh mot nguoi linh? N6 da tom gon trong hai chir
huén nhyuc. Nguoi ta hun luyén nguoi linh démg viing trong moi tinh thé, ké
ca khi dich bat, bi tra khao va chiju nhuc hinh.

Tbi gui cho gia dinh mot tam hinh 18 man khéa. Téi trong bd quan phuc bd
binh, véc sting, qua nhiéu tu thé. Me t6i khoc. Me di vat va nudi ba tdi trong
t0 nhiéu ndm. Con cha, tuy 1a linh tron nhung luc xe ting T.54 tién vao Dinh
DPoc Lap, cha cing dong doi con dang lap chét 1am tuyén phong tha ¢ phia
Tay Sai Gon. Cha bi bat ngay mit tran vao gio thr 25 nén ti lau 1 chuyén
thuong. Trong thu cha viét, “Cha ton trong quyét dinh cua con. Phai nhg
rang, mot ngay lam linh, ca doi 1a linh. Nguoi linh khong str dung quan doi
nhu mot phuong tién... Khi con ¢6 muc tiéu thi phai chiém cho bang duoc.”
Ké tir 6, cha khong viét vé nhitng chuyén da rdi, thu cha toan 13 nhitng
trang liét ké vé nhiing wu diém cta du tha vii khi cac loai, va cach dbi pho
nhitng tinh thé nguy hiém. Khong néi ra, nhung toi hiéu cha muén truyén hét
noi1 luc, tam huyét cho t61, khong giir lai mot chuat gi. T61 nghi, nhitng vii khi

xua ¢ chién truong Viét Nam hién nam trong vién bdo tang. Chién truong



Iraq & sa mac, trong long ndii, ngoai thanh phd, cho bua, va bén vé dudng.

Nguy hiém nhét 1 nhitng “road bomb”. N6 chi 1 nhitng chat nd tir tao, rat
don so, nam 14n trong gach da, rac rén phé thai & ven duong. O mot noi ma
ké thu khong nhiing chi 13 con ngudi, ma con 13 gach d4, rac rén, co cay thi

d6 13 noi t6i nguy hiém. Nhung t6i khong noéi véi cha diéu nay.

Ra truong mot nam don vi t61 maéi to1 phién qua Iraq. Trude do, chung té1 da
duogc thao tap nhuin nhuyén vé chién trudng moi, thuc tap trén cac dia hinh
sa mac Black Rock (Nevada), leo 1én nhitng mém nui chét vot & nhirng vung
thach son ky vi ciia Arizona. Mua DPong chung t61 len 161 hanh quén trén
nhiing rang ndi trang xo6a trén Canada. He, chung t6i xudng Texas, lang
thang lac 1i trén sa mac mién vién tay, chiu dung cai nong va khat ca tuan
dé tuy muu sinh thoat hiém. B¢ chi huy don vi néi, phai biét sinh ton trong

“t0 lanh” va trén “1o nuéng” dé khi qua Iraq lam tui Al- Qaeda “1¢” mat.

Chién tranh Iraq bat dau vao ngay 20 thang 3 nam 2003 va ngay 1 thang 5
khi viéng tham chién ham USS-Abraham Lincoln 6ng Bush tuyén bo chién
tranh chAm dt. Chinh quyén ddc tai bi 1at do, chuén bi cho mot nén dan chu
dang duoc tién hanh, moi dang phai déu duogc tham chinh thong qua bau cr.
Ngay 13 thang 12 cung nam d6, Saddam Hussein bi bat, hy vong phuc quéc
ti€u tan.

Nhung ma ¢ Iraq sting van nd khap noi. Tir thanh phd dén thon qué, rimg
nui, sa mac, nha tho, truong hoc, cho bua, dau dau cling c6 nhitng b khang
cu. Nho thi dim ba ngudi, 16n 1én dén vai traim. Thoat trong ho 13 thudng
dan, cam stng 18n ho 13 gisic. Khong phai dan Iraq chi chdng My, ma xem ra
ho chdng nhau con tan té hon. Quan khang chién co thé xa sung ban vao cho

buia, nha tho, truong hoc, tham chi ddm cuéi hay tang 18.



Khi t6i ddt chan dén Mosul, phao dai kién cb nhit cia dang Baath do gido

phai Sunni phe Saddam thi giao tranh van con 4c liét.

“Sirc may mai hét chién tranh.” Thang Michael Tea, tiéu doi trudng méi cia
t6i ndi. “M¥ ¢ rat hét quan thi chién tranh van con.”

“Tait sao con?” To1 ngac nhién.

“May tudng tui Iraq chi c6 chdng My ha? Tui né chong nhau con dit hon
chéng M¥.” Thay mat toi van tron xoe, n6 néi. “Cung la dan Iraq, gbc A
Rap, cung Hoi gido, nhung phe Sunni chong phe Shi’a, hai phe nay lai cing
chéng ngudi Kurd ¢ mién Bac, nguoi Kurd lai chéng chanh quyén Iraq bat
ké phe nao cam quyén, nguoi Turkman ciing chéng chanh quyén Iraq, chong
Sunni, chéng phe Shi’a, chéng ngudi Kurd, ngudi Assyrian Christian chong
hét tat ca cac phe khac ho.”

“Troi oi, nhirc ddu qua.”

“Tao dién mat.” My thang trong don vi t6i om dau la.

Tbi binh tinh héi, “Trong cic nhém, nhém nao dong nhat?”

“Giao phai Shi’a d6ng nhat, chiém gan 60% dan s6. Phai Sunni 20% dimg
nhi. Th ba 1a nguoi Kurd mién Béc cling khoang 20%. May nhom con lai
chung 3%.”

“DE ot. Chi can on dinh cac phe phai 16n trudc thi cac phe nho phai chiu
phép thoi. Iraq s€ thai binh”

Michael Tea cudi 16n, “Chuyén d6 con nit ciing biét. Nhung ma 1am sao dé
ho ngéi lai v&1 nhau hoa chang chi c6 Tro1 méi biét.”

“Nhung tai sao ho chong nhau?” Thang Ted hdi.

“Nguyén nhan bat ngudn tir Gido cha Muhammad. Sinh ndm 571, nhung

mai dén nam 610, bon muoi mot tudi, ngai maéi bat dau rao giang kinh



Qur’an va thanh 1ap Hoi gido. Pén nam 632, ngai bi bénh va nghi t4i viéc
truyén ngdi. By gio, trong hang tin db bat dau chia ra hai phe. Mot phe theo
kiéu cha truyén con néi, Giao chu khong c6 con trai nén ung hd ngudi con ré
tén Ali Abu Talid ndi ngdi. Nhung phe khac cho rang, Gido chu 1a ngudi
thira sai ciia Chua, vay nguoi dai d¢ tir Abu Bakr méi du dao hanh tiép tuc
ngdi vi d6. Cudc tranh chip dan t6i viéc Gido chi phai ra phan quyét cudi,
nhung ca hai phe déu khong chd duoc nén xay ra bao loan va khi 4y da co ké
ra tay giét Gido chu. Tir 46 dén nay khong thiy ai thic mac, diéu tra hung
thu da sat hai Gido chu. Ngudi ta ban lo téi viéc tranh ngdi. Cho téi bay gio
ké nhu bét phan thiang bai.”

“Hon cd ngan nam troi qua, Ali va Abu cling khong con, ai 1anh dao thi cling
doc kinh Qur’an théi, c6 chi ma tranh chép.” To1 noi.

“Pao Hoi c6 mot ty ba dan sd khip thé gidi, gido quy git gao, ngudoi lanh
dao quyén han hon Tong Théng, vua chiia mot nude. Chinh Ali va Abu chic
cling khong ngo, néu biét trude ho da tan diét nhau chir khong chiu chia
thanh hai phe, di hoa t6i bay gid.” Michael Tea néi, “May khong tranh chap,
dé thua thiét 1am.”

To1 vao quan doi, roi duoc nhap tich, tuong lai dem ca gia dinh sang, nghi
t6i canh doan tu, t6i “l6i” qua c&, thua thiét chd nao. To6i tiép tuc thic méc.
“Vay gido phai Sunni cua Saddam thudc dong nao?”

“Ho 1a truyén nhéan cua dai dé tir Abu Bakr, 1a thiéu s6. Con phai Ali con ré
Muhammad 1a phai Shi’a than Iran chiém da sd.”

“Troi dat!” Toi kéu 1én, “Lam thé niao ma Saddam lay thiéu sé thang da s6
9

“LAy ban tay sit.” Michael Tea tra 10i tinh bo. “Chinh nghia, cong 1y hay gi
gi nita cling bi d¢ bep thoi. Trong 25 ndm, Saddam x1r tir ca tram ngan

nguoi.”



“Qi troi 0i.” Ca tiéu do6i kéu 1én, that kinh khung.

Pém do, t6i tran troc nghi vé Saddam. Iraq 1a mot vung dét cd, co hai con
song Euphrates va Tigris vat qua. Noi ddy duoc ménh danh 13 cai noi caa
nhan loai, bi nguoi ta tim thay dau vét con ngudi xua nhét trai dat & day. Vi
song giita ving dat duoc bdi dip phu sa cia hai con séng nén nguoi ta goi
nén vin minh ndy 13 nén vin minh Ludng Ha. Thoi d6 da, 46 dong, do sit
dugc dung 1am vii khi. Cac cong trinh nghé thuat kién tric nhu thanh
Babylon, vuon treo sau nay tré thanh ky quan thé gidi cling phat xuat tir day.
Vin héa phat trién ruc r& nhu thé nhung dan ¢ dai Iraq yéu xiu, danh gizic
do khong thé ta. Lién tiép trai may ngan nam Iraq ludn bi cic ching toc khac
xam chiém va cai tri. Iraq chua bao gio gianh dugc doc 1ap, tu vé bién gioi
cho minh. Sau thé chién thir nhat, dé ché Ottoman théng tri Trung Dong bi
Anh, Phap, My danh bai. Chinh nguoi Anh d4 vé lai ban do cho Iraq. Nhung
Saddam va dang Baath méi gianh ddc 1ap cho Iraq tir Anh. Nhu vdy ké ra
Saddam la mgt anh hung, chua chic 1a toi nhan. Nghi té1 do, khong chiu ndi,

to1 ho1 Michael. N6 bat cuoi 16n.

“Ya, ya. Saddam 13 anh huing, nhung 13 anh hung ctia 20% dén s théi.” N
nat to1, “Ngu di. Séng ¢ day, khdéa miéng lai. Tuyén bd bay ba, sang mai

60% dan so con lai s€ gi¢t may do.”

Nhung ma t6i van khong tai ndo ngii dugc. Néu Saddam 1a ngudi Shi’a co
thé tinh thé s& khac. Néu Saddam khong ddc tai, tinh thé s& khac. Néu
Saddam khong xam chiém Kuwait, khong mo 1am Thanh Cat Tu Han théng
nhat A Rap, tinh thé s& khac. Va néu t6i khong mat ngu, tinh thé ciing s&
khac.



M61 mo sang, don vi t61 nhan 1énh té1 Haji Ibrahim. Pay 1a ving nai cao
nhat Iraq, trén 11 ngan feet, nam sat bién gi61 Iran. Bo chi huy don vi noi,
nhitng t6 chirc ngudi Sunni dang rat vé day, ho sé truy quét ngudi Kurd ra
khoi viung nui dé chiém léy dia ban. Néu dé ho chiém duoc khu vuc nay sau
rat kho kiém soat. Py ciing c6 thé 1a con dudng van chuyén vii khi 1au tir
Iran chuyén cho khung b6. Nhiém vu ching t6i 1a bao vé nguoi Kurd, chan

dung con duong tiép té vii khi tir Iran.

Mt troi chua 1€n, ba phi do1 UH-60 Black Hawk bay hang mot luan phién
tha chung t6i xudng chan nai. Chan vira cham dét, chung t6i vira lan vira
chay. Phai biét bién minh thanh mot myc tiéu ludn ludn di dong. Co thé
nhirng tay ban tia ctia dich dang phuc kich dau day. Cudc hanh quan bit dau
tir gitra hai khe nui thdp nhét va toa ra nhitng ving phu can. Nui Iraq ring lo
tho, ¢ khong cao qua gdi, nhiéu noi chi co toan da troc. Tiéu doan trudng ra
1énh, tat ca tan ra, kiém soat nhitng hang dong trudc khi tién 1én ndi, cha y

ham ho va nhirng bai min.

Tiéu d6i dan ngang, ghim sung chAm cham tién lén. Kiéu d6i hinh nay, cha
t6i viét, 13 thé tién nguy hiém, vi dich nép ¢ dau do quat mot trang la tiéu doi
tiéu. Toi dam so, thang Michael Tea khong ¢ kinh nghiém, dang 1& nén dan
hang mot tién 1én méi dung. Toi kéu Michael trong earphone. N6 la, “Nhin
v6 6ng nham, quan sat nhimg diém den kia.” Nhitng diém den thuong 13
nhiing cira hang, lap bang vai bat hay van tap. Téi rin minh xudng, 16 do
tién. Mat dan vao 6ng nham va diéu chinh. Cai 6ng nham nay toi nai ni mai
méi duge loai 50MM c6 thé phéng muc tiéu 16n ra tur 3 dén 9 1an, rat rd. Toi

gan ong nham trén khau M4A4 ¢6 2 cd, vi bén dudi con thém bd phan



phong Iyu M203, stic cong pha manh va xa hon M.79 & chién trudong Viét
Nam. Tiéu doan trudng noéi, hanh quan 2 ngay, quan trang gon, nhe dé dé leo
nui, khong quan yém tro néu co tinh thé bat ngd. Nhung cha toi viét, néu
dung tran dién tién khong luong dugc, cudc hanh quan co thé kéo dai. Vi
vay, hanh trang cta t6i ning triu nhu mot cudc chuyén quan xa hay sip dung
mot tran 16n. Ngoai ra, cai 4o khodc tactical vest nhiéu tai cta toi nhét du
thir, 4 bang dan du trir 1,800 vién, 10 qua M203, dao gdm Ka-Bar bén ngot,
kinh hong ngoai tuyén ban dém, mot canteen nudc, hai phan MRE thirc dn
lién, mat na chong hoi gas vi ngudi Kurd da ting bi Saddam tan cong bang

hoi doc Sarin chét hang loat.

Luc ngdi trén truc thiang, thay toi vii trang dén tan ring, ca doi nhin t6i nhu
quai vat.

“E, may dinh mot minh ti€u diét hét mot tiéu doan ha?” Thé“mg Ted x6 ngén
tay tim coi co céi tii ndo con trong trén cai 4o vest phong cling cua toi.
“Oh! My heroes” Thang Robert lau linh, gia vo chip tay ngudng mo. “Co
may, chac tui tao & khong qua.”

Téi noi sung, hat tay tui nd, nat. “K¢ tao.” Nhung ma nhin lai, t61 théy minh
gidng nhu “Cai Bang Tam Tui” that. Pem nhiéu thir qua cling khong giéng
ai. Lan sau toi s& rut kinh nghiém.

C6 mdt ban to 1én mod mam bop cai ba-16 sau lung t6i.

“Troi oi, nd6 dem theo mén nita ddy nay.” Thang Ed cudi ho hd, “May tinh
dinh cu trén nui ludn a?”

“Cam miéng.” T6i quat 1én mdt tiéng, buc tirc, thang nay 16 qud khi xubéng
dat t6i s& d4 cho n6 mot cai dé doi. Nhung ma nhin lai, n6 by hon, ban tay
ctia nd to gap ba lan tay toi.

Michael Tea, tiéu doi trudng, nat, “Shut up.” Poi mét n6 ra mot luot, tia



nhin phéat ra lira, chung t61 néng ran ca nguoi.

Co tiéng sung M4 “tach, tach, tach... ” ron ra. “DPung roi.” Co tiéng la sau
lung t6i. Ca bon nam rap xudng. Chirng ba muoi gidy, Michael & dang trudc
quay du ra hiéu, chiing tdi té hai bén, nhudng cho hai thing mang M249 di
gifta, mot thﬁng lui ra sau du bi. Ching t61 bo 1€n, €p sat hai bén, tién gﬁn
ctra dong. Chéc chin c6 ngudi, ti thiy tim bat rung rinh, nhat dinh khong
phai dan, co 18 tui Baath da di trudec mot budc.

“Marhaba” Ti€u doi trudng cam micro goi 16n ba, bon 1an, khong ai tra 101.

Qua kinh nhim, t6i thiy tdm vai bat nhuc nhich nhu c6 nguoi dimg ngay sau
d6. Toi dit tay vo co san sang, thang nao 10 ra, t6i na lién. “Tién ha tha vi
cuong.” Toi nghi, “Tha ban 1dm con hon bi ban chét.” Toi khong mudn chét,
nhat 13 chét & day. Mic ké 6ng Bush muén xay dung dan chu hay phat huy
tu do gi gi d6, toi khong “ke”. Tui Iraq c6 chét kho trén giéng dau, toi cling
khong “ke”. Toi chi mudn sdng dé tro vé. Bé mo, mot ngay ndo, cha me em
0t t6i dugc dit chan 1én mién dat hia.

“Hello. Hello. Anybody’s there?”” Thang Michael kéu muén tat hoi.

Ctra hang vén kh€, mgt nhanh cay 16 ra, dau c6 cot mot miéng vai tra‘ing. Pau
hang rdi, chung t6i thd phao, khong can phai nd sung. Nhung vi dé cao canh

giac, biét dau dich tri tra khé luong, Michael van kéu ho bang tiéng A Rap.

Ho bat dau di ra, dé dit timg ngudi mot. A! t6i nhan ra, day 13 dan quan
Kurd, ho trang phuc khac nguoi Iraq, dan 6ng mic quan phung (kiéu Thd),
40 so mi, dau quan khan xép, rau toc ngan gon. Tét ca hai muoi bay nguoi,
ké ca bdn dua tré chi do 12,13 tudi. Trong bd toc Kurd, ngudi nao vac noi
sting, ngudi d6 1a linh, bat ké nam phu ldo au.

May qua, ngudi Kurd & day, c6 nghia ving ndy an toan. Trong khi tiéu doi

10



lién lac cap trén, t61 di mot vong khdo sat.

Chi suy dién tir cai hang nay t6i ciing thay van dé kiém soét an ninh, hay
ngin chan sy chuyén véan vil khi qua lai bién gi6i 1a mot chuyén nan giai.
Ctra hang nhd, nhung cang vao trong cang rong, khudén vién chinh giira co6
thé chira vai ngan nguoi. O giita dong c6 mot hd nho, nude trong vat. Ho
noi, mua Xuan tuyét trén nui tan, nudc theo khe chay Xuéng tich tu nén ho,
du dung quanh ndm. Pang sau con c6 mot cira khac an thong, c6 thé thoat ra
bang vach khac. Cai cira hdu nay khong phai do thién nhién ma do ho dao
phé tr nam nay qua ndm khac ma thanh. T61 di vong long xem qua noi an,
chén & ctia ho. C6 18 day 1a tram tra quan cua quéan du kich nén d6 dac, bép
nuc khong c6 dau vét dan ba. Noi niéu xoong chao, 4m chén cua ho ¢ 18

toan 1a dd tir thoi Adam, Eva, cii k¥ thiy phat so.

Ngudi Kurd ¢6 mat ¢ Iraq ¢ 18 tir thoi khai thién 1ap dia. Ho khong phai
giéng dan A rap, khong theo dao Hoi. Su khac biét van hoa, phong tuc, ngébn
ngit, trang phuc, bién ho thanh cai gai trong mat dan A Rép. Trai qua hang
ngan nam, ho da bi cac chung tdc, cac thoi dé ché, vua chua khép noi truy
sat. Nhung ma, voi stic chién d4u déo dai, kha nang sinh tdn manh mé, ho da
tron chay lién tiép tir doi ndy qua doi khac. Khi bi truy sat ¢ Iraq, ho bong bé
nhau qua Thd, khi Thd danh dudi, ho chay qua Syria, khi bi Syria can, ho
trbn qua Iran, bi Iran danh, ho lai chay vé Iraq. Ho sdng du muc va chay
loanh hoanh khép bién gidi bon nude. Lich sir ciia ngudi Kurd 14 lich st

chay. Cho t6i bay gio ho chua c6 diém dirng chén.

T6i nghe n6i, sau thé chién thir I, nguoi Anh ky hiép wdc gitip ho thanh lap
quéc gia Kurd, thu d6 dang 1& 1a Mosul. Déi lai, ngudi Kurd ky két cho Anh

11



khai thac mo dau 16n ¢ mién Bic, 1anh dia Kurd. Hiép dinh da ky két, naim
1927, Anh d3 khai thac dau. Nhung quéc gia Kurd dén nay van con nam trén
gidy. Khong phai ngudi Anh boi wdc ma ngudi Kurd da bo mét co hoi 1ap
quéc c6 mot khong hai. Vi day 1a thoi gian, Anh ciing dang thanh 1ap Iraq.
Do trén chay khép noi, ngudi Kurd da bi phan hoa tir doi nao ciing khong
biét. Khi tién hanh viéc thanh 1ap qubc gia, ngudi Kurd & Tho thich chinh
sach cua Tho, ngudi Kurd o Iran thich theo khuén mau Iran, ngudi Kurd &
Syria thich theo ché @6 nhu Syria, ngudi Kurd ¢ Iraq lai khong thich ¥ kién
cac nhom khac. Khong ai nhudng ai. May nam sau, Iraq tuyén b doc 1ap,
bién gidi bao tram ludn phan dat Kurd. Va ngudi Kurd tir d6 lai tiép tuc:

Chay.

Nghe t6i doan nay, toi cam thay budn. Mong rang ngudi Viét ty nan khip

noi My, Anh, Uc, Phap, sau nay trd vé s tranh vét xe d6 nhu nguoi Kurd.

Tiéu doi ra 1énh tap hop, ching t6i tré vao trong hang. Mot vong tron, nira 14
Kurd, nira M. Tiéu doan méi tha di mot quan nhan thong dich téi. Ngudi
My s& bao v¢ nguoi Kurd, tam thoi vé mot khu tu tri cho hg. Tt thanh phé
Tikrit tré 1én 1a khu Cdm Bay, ngoai trir may bay Anh M¥ va Lién Hiép
Quéc. Phia My s& cung cap khi gidi va hudn luyén dan quan Kurd. Doi lai,
Kurd kiém soat va phat hién nhitng con dudng van chuyén vii khi 1au qua
bién gidi. Vii khi va toan huan luyén sé t6i sau. Nhiém vu chung toi roi khoi
noi day va tiép tuc hanh quan sau lung nui.

Théng Ted churi, Robert chiri, Ed cling churi, con toi1 churi. .. tham.

“Tait sao ho khong dé tui minh & lai huin luyén?” Th?mg Bob cu nu.

“Pay 1a 1énh. Chidm hét.” Tiéu doi truong két thuc.

Chung t6i di vong sau lung nai. Nui ndy tiép ngon nui kia. Mau d4 tim tim,
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phang 1i, dbc cao thoai thoai. Ba-16 trén vai toi chiu xudng, oan vai. Méi
17:00 tirc ndm gid chiéu, troi dd nha nhem. Gié théi budt mat. Ching toi
dirng lai bén mot khe triing, may lum cdy thua cao qué dau ngudi, che khuat
mot cai hang. Toi mét du dir. Twa vao gbe cdy, toi dimg thd déc. My thang
kia quan trang nhe himg, cling mudt md héi. Khi thing Michael chay téi, nd
xua tui to1 nhu xua ta.

“bi, di vao trong kia kiém soat truge.” N6 chui te tat, “Chua kiém soat ma
dung day choi, tui bdy mudn chén thay & day chac?”

Cai thang nay co thé 1én t6i tudng day. N6 khong hé biét thuong anh em
d6ng doi. Md hoi ngudi ta ma nd tudng nhu nudc 14.

Chung t6i chay vao trong hang, kiém so4t. Toi mét mudn xiu, tir sang tdi gio
chi di va chay, chua c6 hot com nao. ba vay, doéi mét chap chap cu mudn riu
lai. Néu gap dich, t6i ciing phai ngd ra ngti mot gic cai da, chuyén danh
dam tinh sau.

May qu4, cai hang can, khong c6 ngudi. Michael noi, khi nao chic chan an
toan méi dugc nghi ngoi, an udng. Thang Ted gidn, “Sao nd khong néi, khi
nao bit duoc Bin Laden, dn com cling chua muon.”

“Clear.” Thang Bob tir bén suon chay vong qua noi.

“Clear.” Thang Tom & vach sau hay dau do ciing la 1én trong may.

“Clear, clear.” Hai ba tiéng nira cua ai d6 vong ra. Tiéu doi trudng lién lac
v6i trung tdm hanh quén rdi phan cong. Chung toi dong chdt & day. Mot,
hai, ba, thang Michael chi t6i, Ed va Ted, ba dira bay: chdt Mot. Roi né
khoac tay, kéo mot dam theo sau, di dong chdt Hai. Nhung méi vai ba bude
n6 quay lai, chi xudng chan nui.

“Dém nay, tui bay chia nhau canh gitr hém nti phia duéi. C6 phat hién gi
béo ngay, khong duoc tir ¥ hanh dong.” N6 quay qua t6i, “Con may, t6i nay,

khong dugc lam tho, khong duoc ngu.”
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Chua kip phan doi, n6 khéa miéng toi. “Day la I¢nh.”
“Yes, sir.” Toi gao 1én, tirc mudn 61 mau.
Ted va Ed bao, “An cai da, tir sdng t&i gio tao doi muon ra rudt.” Tui no an,

t6i ké dau trén ba-16 ngii. C6 nhiéu khi ngi ngon hon an gip ca ngan lan.

Ngu duoc ba tiéng, thang Ted 16i toi day. Poi phién. Troi bay gio ti den
nhu muyc. To6i ¢6 cam giac bi ngudi ta quang vao céi 16 den trong vil try. Vira
nam xudng, thang Ed, thang Ted da ngu say nhu chét. Toi dui mat, mat cay
x¢&. T6i udng mot hdp nudc, ciing chua tinh néi. Bay gid thién duong khong
phai l1a thanh Babylon, khong phai 1a vuon treo Hanging Garden, khong phai
& Dia Pang, hay trén Thién Pang, ma 13 ¢ trong cai mén bong mém nhur
nhung, mudt rugt, mugt ma. Toi dang udc dugce chui dau vao d6, danh mét

giac trdm nam.

Tiéng Michael 160 nhéo trong may. Toi tra 10i roi 16i trong ba-16 mot tim
ponchos, mot lo thudc Alert. Thube nay udng vao bao dam tinh nhu sdo subt
48 tiéng ddng hd. TAm ponchos, t6i trai ra ta déu cho hai dira ban. Pém trén

nuli cao, swong xuong lanh lam.

T6i ngdi thu lu trong bong tdi. Mot chit sau mit quen voi man dém, toi thay
dém khong den nhu toi twong. Troi trong va cao vit, dém co ngan sao 1ap
lanh, mot mat trang ludi liém chénh chéch hudng Pong. Trang ludi liém
cong vut, bong nguyét treo o ho, sic tring md nhat lung linh 1am dém trd
nén huyén ao. Khong hiéu sao trong tat ca truyén co A rap ngudi ta chi thay
bau troi va anh trang ludi liém. Bay gid, toi ngo tring. Tring cling ngo toi.
Ma khong, trang ngd van vat. T61 cling ngd van vat. Dém that yén tinh. To1

lang nghe tiéng gi6 mon man vuot ve lung nui, tiéng co6 lao xao, ri rao chen
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1an trong tiéng dap déu dan cla trai tim toi.

Ba tiéng dong ho tréi qua. To1 ngoi im trong mot tu thé gan nhu bat dong.
Nhin xudng khe ntii bén dudi, bon bé vang tanh. Co ai biét noi kho ciia mdt
con s61 rinh m61? Phai kién nhan lam. T61 nhin vao khe nai nhu nhin vao

mot khoang khong vo dinh.

Hai gio sang. Gio nay 1a cta thang Ed ddy. Nhung t6i tinh tao 1am, cho hai
dtra n6 ngl thém mot chit. Bay gio, tring chéch vé Tay. Pém Iraq that

huyén diéu, nhung ma t61 van nhé mot vang trang vang vac xa tit & qué nha.

“Troi xanh, trang co ty bao gio?
Ngung chén, dém nay hoi mot cau
Nguwoi voi lén trang, vin chang dwoc

Khi di, trang lai mdi theo nhau.”*1

C6 phai anh trang nay tur Viét Nam da theo t61 td1 day chang? Con sao nira?
Sao Hom, sao Mai d4u? Téi nhin troi rdi nhin diém “néng” dudi khe nii.
Mot vi sao dang roi trong lum c6. Sao nhap nhay, nhip nhay. That v6 1y. Toi
dui mit minh méy luot. Qua that, c6 mot ngoi sao dang roi trong lum co. Cai
gi d6 ha? T6i chop khau sung, md kinh nham, diéu chinh tim nhin. Khong
phai 4nh sao. Piém sang 1 anh dén pin dang vay qua, vay lai. Toi lay
googles*2 nhin, dén tat. Nghe tiéng lach cach, thing Ted, thang Ed dong
nhom day. Chiing bo lai bén t6i, thi tham.

“What’s up?” N6 hoi, “Cai gi vay?”

Khong doi toi tra 101, nhanh nhu cit, nd chdp sing, quan sat qua 6ng kinh,

“Oh, men.”
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To1 goi may, bao céo tinh hinh. Michael I¢nh, theo d61 muc ti€u, khoan nd
sting. N6 bao c4o vé Trung Tam hanh quan. Ba thang t6i xac dinh toa do,
theo doi dich. C6 thé day 1a tui van chuyén vii khi tiép té cho khung bb. Co
mot duong hdm hay hang dong bi mat nao d6 di ngang qua eo ndi nay. Co
16i vao at phai c6 161 ra. Khong biét phia trudc nui ¢6 ai phat hién gi khong?
Khéng biét s6 lugng vii khi 1a bao nhiéu va s6 nguoi tham dy dudng day

nay? Cua t6 churc nao?

Mudi phit sau, tiéu doi t6i té tuu. Vi hang dong dn sau trong nii, khong thé
tiéu diét hét néu chi tAn cong bén ngoai. Cac don vi khac ciing dang bao
quanh trudc va sau nai. Trung Tam s€ chi vi¢n mot phi doi1 truc thang AH-
64 Apache dé tin cong ca hai cira hang. Néu stc khang cu 16n, trung tim s&

goi cac loai F mang bomb bunker*3 yém trg sau.

Trong khi chd doi chung t6i di chuyén vao vi tri phdi hop. Mt t6i khong roi
muc tiéu. Bén dudi mot toan ngudi sap hang mot, lang 18 trude va sau day
nhing thing sit to va dai bat dau xuat hién. Ching t6i ndng rudt. Co thé 1a
nhiing air-missile SA-7B hay SA-14, dé di chuyén. Ca doan khoang hai
muoi nguoi da bat dau di vao cira hang. Troi oi! Khong khéo ho s& mat hut
trong dy hay ¢ thi1 s& khé ddy. Can phai tin cong ngay. Nhiéu hong siing
chia ngay vé phia ho.

Trong phut chéc, tiéng may bay van vii ngay trén dau. Ca chyc chiéc dén
cuc manh sang ruc nhu ban ngdy. C6 tiéng loa kéu goi dau hang. Phia dich
bo chay tan loan. Co ké chay thing vao hang, c6 ké tré dau stiing chia 1én

ban may bay. Nhiing chiéc Apache dao vong vong. Chiing toi nd siing ban
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dich. Ho budng stng, than x4ac nga vat ra. Tai t6i khong nghe thay gi. Tiéng
nd chét chia, lién tuc. Trén khong, may bay na nhiing chiéc rocket AGM-
114 Hellfire bay liéng vo hang. Am. Am. Nhiing tiéng nd 16n, mat dat rung
rinh, lira vut sang choe va nhitng ludng khéi den boc 1én cudn cudn. Toi
xoay nong stng ban nhu dién vao nhitng lum bui gan ctra hang. Khong thé

dé chiing ban tia may bay vi ho dang bay rat thap.

Khi tran cong pha két thuc, t6i di xuéng dudi coi. Xac dich ngdn ngang,
khong biét tén nao do toi ban chét. Nhitng ké ndy mat miii binh thuong,
nhung gid d4 12 nhitng cai xac vo tri. Néu séng, c6 thé c6 mot ngay nao do
dam toi moi han ubng café trén duong phd Baghdad. Xem chén, toi vao
hang dong, nhung bi chan lai. Nguoi ta dang dua nhitng chuyén vién vii khi

t6i day. Ciing c6 thé c6 min hay chit nd tuy huy da duoc gai san.

Don vi t61 duoc 1€nh trd vé, tuy cudc hanh quan van con ti€p dién. Vé sau

quan doi phai khoa kin bién gio1 Iran, Syria ngan chan vii khi d6 vao Iraq.

Tir mua Xudn nam 2004, t6 chirc Al-Qaeda v6i Musab-al-Zarqawi, dan quan
vii trang Mahdi cta phai Shi’a, phe gi4o si Al- Sadr, t6 chirc tdn cong dit doi
khap noi. Trong d6 Musab al-Zarqawi 1a tén khang b6 kinh hoang nhat. Han
dung kiéu hanh hinh thoi thuong co, 13y ludi gwom Sinbab chat dau tat ca
cac con tin ngoai qudc dé ap luc My rat quan vo diéu kién. Cac nan nhan
truge khi chét déu so hai. Nhung nhitng ngudi chua bi bat, chua bi chit dau,
chua so. Thé gidi Hoi gido khap noi cling phan ddi. Al-Zarqawi boi nho Hoi
gido. Hoi gido khong man ro nhu Zarqawi. Phai chéng My kiéu khac. Lyc
lwong vil trang Sunni t6 chirc phan cong manh mé & Fallujah bat dau thang 3

nam 2004, giét bon nhan vién an ninh cung cap luwong thuc cua to chuc
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Blackwater. Ho cot bon cai xac vao mot chiée xe, diéu 1é khap phd phudng
Iraq. Chu y rin de budc My rat quan. Nhung cach d6 thit bai. Nguoi ta nhin
thay t6 chtrc Sunni di man, cn phai tiéu diét. Tran danh dAm mau véi Sunni
1a tran 46 ngay dém & Fallujah. Nguoi M§ so sanh voi train Mau Than Hué
nam 1968. M§ mét 95 binh si, va dich bo lai 1,350 xac chét di moi sic toc
nhu Chechnyan, Iran, Syrian,... A Rap,...... Sau thang 11 nam 2004 tr¢ di,

tinh hinh c6 vé lang xudng.

Nguoi Iraq xoay qua chéng M5 theo kiéu khac: Kiéu Viét Nam. Trong chién
tranh Viét Nam, nguo1 M “thua” khong phai trén mat tran quan sy, ma
“thua” trén mat tran tim ly. Chién tranh tdm 1y mé rong. Phong trao phan
chién, nhirng vu My Lai dugc khai thac triét dé. Cac t6 churc chéng My, to
chtrc nhan quyén dua nhau té céo nhitng vu vi pham nhan quyén. Néi tiéng
nhat 13 ¢6 Lynndie England va anh linh Charles Graner cia trai ti Abu-
Ghraib. Btrc hinh n6i tiéng tinh tr nhat cta ho 1a btrc hinh 16t trudng su
nguoi ti va bat ho chdng chéo nhau xép thanh hinh Kim Ty Thap. Thé gidi
phén nd, nguoi My phin nd, linh M§ phan nd, chinh quyén My rat phan no,
nhung t6i khong... phan no. Téi nghi, cip tinh nhan nay dién u? Ho khong
biét hanh dong vay 1a vi pham nhan quyén, vi pham quén ky a? Tu nhu choi.
Ho biét, nhung van lam. Va ai 12 ngudi dang dtimg chup hinh cho ho day?
Mot nhéan vat thir ba. RS rang dy 1a mot vu vi pham nhan quyén c¢6 du muu.
Ciap Lynndie va Charles d4 1anh bao nhiéu tién? Khéc v6i vu My Lai, toa an
quan su My 1am rum beng chuyén ndy. Ho x{r ning va tuyén bd s& 161 hét

cac vu vi pham nhan quyén ra cong 1y.

Cuo1 nam 2005, chung t61 dugce Iénh diéu vé mién Nam. Mudi 1am ngan

quan nhan canh gitr an ninh cho cac thung phi€u. Tat ca cac t6 chuc, gido
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phai, phe phia chung toc, ghét My hay than My déu dugc moi tham chinh.
T4t ca do ngudi dan quyét dinh bang 14 phiéu. Ong Bush tin, voi cach nay,
moi ngudi déu ¢6 mat trong chinh quyén, ngudi dan sé quyét dinh chinh thé
ctia ho. Chung t6i nghi, 6ng Bush 1am. Moi phe nhém déu khong ¢ ¥ dinh
hop tac tham chinh, m&i mot phe déu mudn gianh lay doc quyén cai tri va
tiéu diét di lap. Ho mudn dung ban tay sat nhu Saddam. Ho chong My vi

My khong dé diéu do xay ra.

Sau bau ctr, nguoi Iraq mé nhirng mat tran moi. Ho tiéu diét nhau tan tinh.
Nguoi Sunni xa sting ban vao cho bua nguoi Shi’a, 65 ngudi chét. Ngudi
Shi’a ném bom vao dam cudi Sunni, 124 nguoi chét. Ngudi Sectarian
(khong biét tir dau toi) danh bom vao thanh dudng Al-Askari ctia nguoi
Shi’a & Samarra, 165 nguoi chét. Ngudi Sunni 141 xe bom lao thang vao lanh
dia Sadr giét chét 215 nguoi. Con s6 ngudi chét ting déu nhu nguoi ta nhan
cac giai doc dic lotto hang tun. Pay chi 1a khuac dao dau cho mot cudc nodi

chién tuong lai.

Pau nam 2007, 6ng Bush tuyén bé ting quan, ting chi cho cudc chién Iraq.
Mic, trong khi nguoi ta phan chién khip noi. Tinh hinh Iraq khong thé on
dinh, nhung ciing khong thé rat quan. Tién thoai ludng nan. My rit, mot
cudc ndi chién chic chén sé xay ra. Tan khdc con hon thdi Saddam va chién
tranh hién tai. Nguoi Iraq giét nguoi Iraq. Va moi t6i 18i s& do 1én dau nguoi
My.

Gidc mo 6n dinh Iraq giéng nhu chuyén nam mo ban ngay. Moi han thu sac
toc, ton gido gi d6 13 nhitng moi thu truyén kiép co thé s& kéo dai cho t6i
ngay tan thé. Pong minh cac nude luc tuc rat quan vé. Ngudi Anh ciing bat

dau giam quan & can cu Basra.
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Tiéu doan t6i duoc 1énh di chuyén tir Samarra t6i Basra. Khi ngang qua
Baghdad chung t6i dugc viéng thu d6, tham thing canh trong 48 gio. Nhiéu
nguoi khong di, ho ¢ lai trong don vi, chi ra ngoai khi ¢6 nhi¢m vu. Baghdad
1a tu diém cta khing b0, pha hoai, bat coc, cua “road bomb” va “tu sat”. Boi
day 1a noi gay nhiéu tiéng vang, 1ay thanh tich d& nhat. Nhung co hdi ngan
nam mot thud, tiéu doi toi quyét dinh ra ngoai. Viéng tham xir Ngan Lé Mot

Pém la diéu to1 u can thiét.

Chung t6i mic thuong phuc, 1an sing ngin, may dinh vi, roi ra dudng.
Baghdad 16n 1dm, nguoi dong, co con song Tigris bac ngang chia thanh hai
khu vuc. Thu d6 day nha ctra dinh thy, kién tric ¢ cong phu rat dep, khu
dan cu tdm thuong don gian, va duong sa xay dung rat cau tha. Nhiing
ngudi tré mic au phuc, da sb trung nién ngudi gia dn vén theo truyén thong.
Pan ong mic thawbs (40 dai cham chén), d6i mil kufiyah (mil up) hoic gutra
(khan trim) ¢ egals (vong vai quan quanh dau). Pan ba mic abaya (40 den
trum kin than nguoi), diu quan khin choang 16n.

Bong dung, thang Ted hoi d6, “Thang nao thay dira con gai Iraq di giay cao
got dau tién, tao tang $100 dollars.”

Ca bon x6n xao, cudi nhu Tét. Giai thuong hap din day. Nhung 1am sao
kiém ra. Bon t6i chti mat vao chan tui con géi. That dang kinh ngac. Long
vong ndy gid, thay hon trim dtra, chang c6 mang nio mang gidy cao got ca.
Ma dan ba dep 12 nho giay cao got. Giay cao got lam dang di yéu diéu, manh
mai. Bay gid toi chot hiéu ra, trong con gai Iraq khong ¢ nét diu dang, mém
mai 14 boi tuéng di chac nich, hoi giéng tuéng dan 6ng. Pi vay, khan 4o kin
mit, tréng nhu nhitng con qua di dong, chang c6 gi hap din. Vong qua nhiéu
duong phd, ca thanh phd chi c6 mot loai cdy duy nhét 1a cdy Cha la. Ching

t6i 1an quan khip noi, duong pho Iraq rat dé lac, nha cira cay cdi cac noi déu
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gidng nhau. Chién tranh, khung b6, bom nd lam khap noi tiéu diéu. Iraq it ¢6
nha hang, quan x4, café... nhu cac thanh phd khac. Tiép xuc nguoi dan &
day cling dang ngai. Ho so bi nghi ngo, bi tra thu. Chung t6i cling s¢ hoéi
tring nhirng ngudi 6m bom tu sat.

Chung t6i quyét dinh trd vé khu trung tim, viéng dinh Saddam. Nghe noi,
Saddam ciling chdn dan ba trum chan, trong dinh treo toan hinh Marilyn
Monroe vén vay. Nhung ma Saddam c6 t6i 23 cai dinh, luan phién ngti moi
ngdy, vay cai ndo mdi c6 hinh cac kiéu nit Hollywood khoa than, & trudng.
“May tudng Saddam c6 danh mot cai dinh dé tu chac?”

C4 bon cuoi sang sac.

Chiing t6i quay lai con song Tigris, bing qua cau. Tai ddu cau ndy, nim do,
khi tién vao Baghdad, su doan 3 da dimg lai miy ngay chd 1énh. Nguoi ta
doi mot sy thoa thudn budng siing cua lyc lugng VE binh Fedayeen trung
thanh v6i Saddam, dé tranh nhitng ton that nhan mang khong dang cé. Luc
d6 Baghdad c6 tin don, My hét dan. Mot sb tay sung lap 16 ¢t phong thi
ngay trén duong phd, ding AK-47 chdng xe ting M1Abrams. Trong chién
tranh d6i luc ciing khién nguoi ta chét vi nhiing tin d6n nham nhi nhu thé.
Bdn muoi tam gid & Baghdad qua mau, don vi gép rat chuyén quan xudng
Basra. Cach 55 dam vé phia Nam Baghdad 1a thanh Babylon. Poan quan xa
cham cham qua khu vyc nay. Thanh Babylon ¢ xua, rong toi muoi cy sb
vudng, noi cach day gan ba ngan nim ngudi ta da xay dung dén dai cung
dién cao ngét dé 18n troi. Nam 1258, Hot TAt Liét da dan dai quan Mong Co
danh chiém mot nira Chau Au, 1di tran qua Iraq. Lich sir ghi, ngudi Mong
Co di toi dau, cai gi khéng cudp duoc 13 pha hay. Kinh sach khong doc duoc
déu bi dot, ké ca nhirng thu vé kién truc, y hoc, thién van. Ngon Itra dot chay

thanh Babylon va tat ca sach vo hon ba thang mai tat. Dan trong thanh ciing
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chét sach. Ngudi Mong C6 da tiéu huy ca mot nén van minh c6 xua, phat
trién ryc r& nhat cua loai nguoi. Bay gio, gach da ngdn ngang, phé tich tang
thuong, khién chiing t6i khong khoi ngam ngui.

“Oi, bén bo song Euphrates

Thanh Babylon dé nat

Ma ta con ngoi ddy

Dan dd [0 lén day

Ké thi con bat hat,

Ngoi ca vé Zion

Lam sao ta hat dwoc

Bai ca trén dit la...”

(Psalm 137)

Nhung ma, dang 1& ngudi Iraq phai thi Méng C6 méi dung. Pang nay, ho di
tht M. Toi nghi, ¢6 thé bit dau do mot su hiéu 1am nao d6. Nam 1927, khi
nguoi Anh phat hién mo dau ¢ Kirkuk, 1an dau tién khoan giéng, mot tal nan
khung khiép d3 xay ra. Dau ban manh va phun cao nhu mét thit nham thach
vot ra tlr trong miéng nui ltra. Ngon cao t&i 15 mét, dau tran nhu 1d lut. Chi
can mot que diém ca thanh phd sé ra tro. Sau chin ngay, ngudi Anh méi dap
tat duoc ngon ltra. Mic du d6 1a mdt tai nan, nhung ngudi Iraq van ngo, dé
1a mot don dan mat. Chd co tu ¥ khai thac dau. K§ thuat khoan dau, xua nay
van duoc giir kin nhu mot thi bi mat quéc phong.

Poan quan xa theo qudc 16 chay thang xudng Basra. Chung toi vuot qua
nhiéu khtic song, hd va dam 1ay. Noi ddy 1a binh nguyén tri pht nhat cia
Iraq, nhung dat dai khéng mau mé. Co ltn phun thua, gan dam c6 lau sdy,
c¢6 noi c6 nhitng hang Cha 1a rgp bong nhu hang dira cia Bén Tre. Ving can

cO1 vdy ma la céi ndi cia con nguoi u? Thuy to cua loai nguoi, dau tich 6ng
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Abraham da timg sinh séng noi day. Vung dat nghéo dan kho, nong dan &
day di xudng thd, & 18u vai, chang c6 ai cat ndi mot can nha.

Bay gio 1a thang Sau, troi1 vao Heé. Nhiét do 120F, Iraq trd thanh mot cai 10
nuéng khong 16. Nong rat mit, rop da. Chung toi bang qua mot khu sa mac.
Gi6 bat dau ndi 1én. BO chi huy bao dong, khoang mét tiéng nita s& co bio.
Bio sa mac dén bt ngd va qua ciing trong chdp mét. Chung toi ding lai va
cho doi. Nhitng tAm bat, 18u, ponchos dugc trung dung t6i da. Ching t6i pht
1€n nhitng vii khi, dan dugc va bit chat cac nong sung. C4 nhan deo mat na,
va chui vao xe tri an. Hon mot tiéng sau, bio ri. Tiéng gi6 rit nhu xé lua tan
trén cao, réi bio am am x0 t6i. Mot con song mau vang cudn cudn cudn tung
dat cat ngiin ngut 1an qua sa mac. Chiing t6i khum dau xudng, dat cat do
xubng minh 16p d6p nghe nhur tiéng mura rao. Khi trdi im bio, chung toi
ding 1€n, rli cat, nhin ra xa. Mt dat nhu mai thay da, m0t mau cat maéi tinh
khoi trai dai nglt tan chan troi.

Cach Basra hon 46 dim, chung t6i dimg lai nghi. Linh dua nhau nhay do a0
xuéng, chay vio lang. Pay 1a Al-Qurnah, Vuon Pia Pang cia Adam va Eva,
thay t6 ctia loai ngudi. Tat ca kinh thanh viét, trong vuon Pia Pang day cay
trai va bat ngat huong hoa, duy chi c6 mdi mot thi Trai CAm cua ciy Tree of
Life 1a khong an duogc. Ai an Trai Cam sé& bi dudi ra vuon Dia bang, tu
trong trot dé nudi than, roi s& gia va chét. Nhung Eva hang ngay nhin qua
CAm trén cdy va thic mac. Satan du dd, Chtia cdm 4n vi an Trai CAm con
nguoi s& thong minh nhu Chua, s& 1am duogc nhitng diéu Chta mubn 1am.
Eva can ngay mot miéng va nang danh mot trai cho Adam. An xong, khi dén
truéc Chua, 1an dau tién Adam bdng mac ¢& vi thdy minh 16a 16. Chiia biét

hai ngudi da pham di€u cam nén day ho ra khoi vuon Pia Pang...

Bay gid, t6i cling mudn chay téi xem cdy Tree of Life, bang cach nay hay
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cach khac, toi s& trom can mot Trai Cam. Xin Chta hdy day t6i ra khoi
Vuon Dia Pang hay néi dung hon day toi ra khoi Iraq, tranh xa cudc chién
nay. Toi chua mudn chét, nhét 1a chét & mot dat nude khong co day mo ré
ma ndo vai téi. Nhung khi vao lang, t6i thdy mot dam dong chum nhum cho
doi dé chup hinh duéi cay Tree of Life. Mot gbc cay su si khong co 14, dang
gio nhitng canh kho hiém héc ndi bat dudi troi xanh.

Thang 7 ndm 2007, 441 linh Anh thuoc nhom Danish ro1 Basra. DPay co 1€ 1a
nhom tht chin roi trai. Nhitng chiéc truc thang bdc ho roi cin cir. Toi ngd
1én bau troi nhin cho téi lc dau tryc thing mat dang. Toi thém cé mot ngay

t6i cling bay bong dé ra khoi ving dat Basra.

Chuing t6i dong quan gan cin ctr Anh. Noi ndy 13 ngoai 6 bao vé Basra, bao
vé cac giéng dau va hé thdng dan xuat, hé thdng khi d6t quan trong cua Iraq.
Ngoai trur thu do, day la thanh phé 16n nhat Iraq, dan s6 mét triéu rudi. Basra
con nhiéu nganh hoéa hoc, cong nghiép khac. Chi néi vé dau, Iraq di cung
cap 20% nang luong cho thé gidi. Trong cude chién voi Iran ndm 1980, do
luong dinh sai, Iraq da bat ngd tin cong va bao vay nhiéu lang mac Iran, tiéu
diét hang tram binh si. Nhung sau do Iran tap trung luc lugng phan cong,
danh thang vao Basra, giét chét hang ngan linh Iraq, pha hity hé thong dan
dau cua Basra. Tuy vay, Saddam van tuyén bd chién thiang. Pé bu dip chién
phi va thiét hai chién tranh, Saddam quyét dinh cin phai nang cao gia dau
gap bdn, ndm lan. Thé gidi phai tra gia cho nhiing sai 1am cta Iraq. Nhung
Kuwait, mot qudc gia ké can Basra van ban dau voi gia ré. Saddam 1én an
Kuwait pha gia dau. Hon nita mé dau Kuwait c6 mot phan nam duéi long
dat Iraq. Nam 1990, Iraq xua quan xam chiém Kuwait. Ca thé gidi noi gian.
My va dong minh danh vao Iraq. Trudc khi rat quan, Saddam ra 1énh d6

hang triéu thing dau xudng vinh Persian va dét 700 giéng dau cia Kuwait.
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Pau nam 2003, dé tir thu Basra, Saddam cling ra 1énh quén min dﬁy dac
chung quanh 400 giéng dau ctia Basra. Nhung ngudi My mua dau bang
dollars, ho khong bao gio di d6t tién, du 1a tién ctia ngudi khic. My bao vay
giéng dau, linh Iraq ciing khong thé uéng dau dé chién dau. Ho luc tuc theo
nhau kéo co tring.

Chién tranh kéo dai dén mét moi. Pé ap lyc nudec My rit quan, khdi A Rap
dung du moi cach ting gia dau. Thé giéi bat dau budc vao thoi ky khing
hoang ning lugng. Gia dau nhich dan. Chinh pht méi cua Iraq da thoa thuan
ky hiép khai thac dau voi My, Anh, Trung Qudc.

Udc mo két thuc cude chién 1a wdc mo chung cia tat ca moi ngudi. Hon thé
nita, n6 1a ndi hy vong 16n nhat ctia nhitng ngudi linh, nhiéu khi con vui hon
niém vui chién thang.

Ngay 10 thang 9 Tu 1énh chién truong Iraq General David Petracus tuyén
bb, Heé nam t6i s& rt 30,000 quan s6. Ong Bush ciing hira, cho phép 5,700
quan nhan tir cac don vi duge vé dén Giang Sinh. Chao oi! Chung t6i nhay
cn vi sung sudng. Niém vui nhu dugc ngdi trén mot tim tham than cua xb
s& Aladin bay lugn ra khoi noi day.

“Ky nay vé, tao s& di hoc tro lai.” Théng Ted nédi, n6 vao linh dé duoc huong
hoc bong toan phan.

“Tao s& (mg ctr nghi vién thanh phd.” Michael Tea, dtng 13 con nha noi, ba
no6 1a Thugng nghi si.

“Tao s& l1ay vo va dé mot chuc con.” Edward tuyén bd thang thimg.

Tui t6i hé nhau thui né. “E, may mudn quan doi pha san vi ddm con cua may
a?” Bd cudi ho ho.

“Con may?” Tui n6 quay qua toi.

“Udc mo 16n nhit cua tao 1a duoc nhap quéc tich, roi bao tro gia dinh sang.”

To1 cud1 nguong nghiu.
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Ca bon vo vai t0i, “O! Chuyén nho.” Ching nd cuoi khuyén khich, “ May sé
dugc nhu y.”

Hom sau, ding vao ngay thur Sau, tiéu d6i nhan 1énh truc. Tiéu doi truong
huan thi, theo bao cdo Bo chi huy tuy cudng d6 khung bé giam nhe, nhung
sd thuong vong do cac vu tin cong vao muc tiéu dan sy van con nhiéu. O
Baghdad 265 nguoi, Kirkuk 450 ngudi,... Du béo, khip noi sap c6 ndi
chién.

T6i mac ké ndi chién. Ctr giét nhau di. Saddam nay chét, s& c6 mot Saddam
khac 1én thay. Con tdi s& roi khoi noi day, bang cach nay hay cach khac.
Chung t6i bon thang, hai thing trén 16 cdt, hai thang & ngay cong. Vai deo
sting, mit nhim ra xa, chung toi rao budc trude doanh trai. i linh, toi ghét
nhat 13 di tudn va canh gic. Nhiém vu chan chét nguoi. Ma trong phim may
thang linh gac déu 13 may thang chét trudc.

Hai tiéng dong ho troi qua. Troi oi, khat. Udng bao nhiéu di nita, nudc cling
bbc thanh hoi trong bung. T6i nhin qua thang Ted, mit may n6 kho khéc, d6i
moi rop, da do bung. Toi tudng tuong, chi can bat ti Itra nd s& bdc chay nhu
cay dudc sdng. Nhin no, toi thong cam dugc tAm trang ngudi linh My timg
tham chién tai Viét Nam. Tai sao t6i lai d6 md hoi va mau tai chién truong
nay? Vi Iy tuong tu do dan chu u? Hai phan ba thé gidi khong c¢6 dan chu,
dau phai chi méi minh Iraq? Vi Saddam ddc tai, sé hiru vii khi giét nguoi
hang loat 4? M&i mot nudc thudce thé gidi thir ba déu c6 mot thang lanh dao
doc tai nhu thé. Hay vi dau hoa? Phong trao phan chién ¢ tai nudc My 1én
an, chinh phii dem sinh mang nguoi linh di bao vé tai tién cho cac hang dau.
Nhung muén ky két hiép wéc khai thac dau, hay ha gia dau c6 nhiéu cach,
khong nhat thiét phai md mot cude chién. Ton phi cudc chién Vung Vinh lan
[, sdu tuan 18, ngén hét 61 ty dollars, buén ban dau hoa dau giau mau thé;

chién tranh Ving Vinh lan II trong 5 nam tiéu hét 577 ty. Thé gi6i noi,
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nguoi My danh giic theo kiéu con nha giau. Nhung trong chién tranh Viét
Nam, M¥ keo kiét dén mirc d6 kinh tém. M¥ chi 111 ty cho cudc chién 20
nam. Ly 111 ty chia cho 20, mdi nam 5 ty rudi. Va trong thoi ky cudi, qudc
hoi My da tur chéi 300 triéu dollars vién tro dé ciru léy déng minh.

Trua dung Ngo, mit trdi dang dimg ¢ dinh du. T6i dung ty tay vao thanh
cong, om chat khau M4A4, day 1a loai tdi tan nhat, chi thiéu bd phan hong
ngoai tuyén IRIS nhu d6i dac nhiém. Con cha t61, va nhitng nguoi linh mién
Nam chi dugc dung loai M1 Garant hay Carbine, ban timg phat dé chong voi
AK-47 tdi tan, hién dai nhat Lién X6. Dung xe ting M41, thiét van xa M113
dé dan tran danh nhau véi T.54 cta dich. Vi nhu nguoi ta dai cho linh mién
Nam mgt con dao cun trong tran tir chién. M3i dén sau Tét M4au Than, mién
Nam méi dugc tiép vién gidi han M.16 va chién xa M.48. Nhung, di qua

muon.

Nguoi ta vi, chién tranh Viét Nam 12 noi tiéu thy vii khi thira tir thé chién tha
11, ctru cac xuong vii khi My bi thua 156. Chién tranh Iraq 14 noi thir nghiém
nhitng tht vii khi méi. Va nhitng ngudi linh mién Nam chét trong tay dong

minh nhiéu hon trong tay dich.

Oi! Viét Nam. Oi cha oi! Nhimg nguoi ti sau chién tranh bi day di chém tre,
dan go trén ngan va bo xac trén nui ring xa la.

Nudc mét toi roi, trai tim toi vo.

“Khat qua.” Tiéng thang Ted khan duc. “Nudc dau?”

N6 chup chai nuéce sudi cua thang Ed quang xudng, chuyén cho t61 mot chai.

Khéng. T6i khong khat. Nudc ¢ ddy nay. Nudc mit t6i roi nhu mura, va toi

dang nham tirng giot man man trén moi nhu nguodi ta nham rugu.
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Tir xa, mot chiée xe van tai xuat hién. Thang Ted chdp dng nhin, quan sat.
N6 néi, xe giao sita. N6 lui vao trong, ra sau cong, 1dy may ra min. Toi ciing
ngod qua 6ng nhin. Xe chay bang bang. Toi nhan ra, thang 1ai xe 1a Abu gi
d6, toi quén mat. N6 van thuong giao sita mdi thtr Hai, thir Nam. Nhung
hoém nay 1a thtr Sau ma. Ngay thir Sau nguoi Hoi gido ddng loat nghi, khong
c6 ai lam viéc vao ngay nay. Toi dan mét vao éng nhin. “Troi oi!” Toi kéu

l1€n, gan dén cong, ma no6 xa hét toc luc.

“Xe bomb.” T6i that thanh kéu. Khong con kip nira, toi lao ra vé phia trudc,
dua khau sung nham. Trong trai, don vi dang an trua, hon 400 linh dang
ngoi day trong d6. Néu ban, that nguy hiém. C6 thé t6i bi thuong hodc s&
chét. Ban thang Abu, xe van lao t6i. Khong suy nghi nita, t6i quyét dinh
trong nhay mat.

Tbi bop co phong lyu bén dudi khau M4, mot qua M203 ban vot ra nhu hoa
tién, ddm ngay thung xe. T6i nhin thdy mot duong khéi con chua tan han.
Mot tiéng nd kinh hon rung chuyén mit dat. Lo cbt rung rinh. Cat va da mit
mil. Ma la qué, bong nhién t6i thiy minh nhe himg, bay 1én, bay 1én cao. Toi
nhin xubng. Oi, than x4c t6i kia. Toi nam bat dong. Nhitng méanh kim loai

cam day nguoi. Chiéc xe bomb nat nhu twong. Thang Abu mét x4c.

Khi ca don vi chay ra, tiéng xe ctru thuong kéu inh 6i. Ho khiéng xac toi 1én.
Ca tiéu d6i khoc cudng cudng.

“Con nudc con tat.” Michael dap dap tay vo xe ctru thuong.

“Hay ctru n6 di1.” Tui n6 gao 1én, chay theo xe.

“Ctru cai gi?” Toi la 1€n, nhung chung khong nghe. “Tao ¢ day ne.”

Bay gio, thé gi6i hai noi. Toi bit ddu mo mang chim trong gidc ngu. Pau

day vang vang bai hat toi yéu.
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“... Tra sung dan nay. Oi, sach ng song nui roi

Toi tro vé qué, tro vé qué tim tuoi tho mat, nam nao... ”

Cuoi cung thi t6i cling tim dugc con duong ra khoi Basra.

Nov. 10/2008
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