Thu Nga

Mot niém dau

Ba Nim 16i nhitng quan a6 ba dem tir VN qua, cach dy di gan 6 thang, ra
khoi cai ruong bang thiée, son xanh, ciing dem tir bén ay sang. Ba trai dai
nhimg thir 46 1én givdng. 3 cai quan sa tanh, 3 bo d6 xoa théu, 2 cai khin
trum dau, mot cai mau den,mot cai mau nau. Ba ldy tay vudt vudt 1én cai
quan sa tanh den ong muot voi mot cir chi triv mén. Nén lang, udt cta vai
nhu thdm qua da ba, tao cho ba mot cam giac rat Au yém, diu dang.

Ba Nam khong dugc méc nhiing thir ndy nira, khi di ra duong vdi con chéau,
nhu di cho, di tham ban bé ch:fmg han, ma nam khi mudi hoa, néu nha d6 co
cac cu gia, tudi nhu ba thi ba mai di, con khong ba thdi thoat néi xe hoi 1am
ba chong mat -ma ba chong mat that- Co6 Thao, con ba n6i: "Con da mua cho
ma mot 16 quan tdy di mau, 4o ciing vdy, quain nao, 40 niy. M4 khong chiu
mic nhitng ci vay ddm con sam cho ma, thi it nhat ma cling phai mic quay
tay. Pimg c6 ban nhitng cai quan den ay nita, coi ban lam. Con 4o dai véi
quan trang, khi nao di chua hay Tét nhat, di hoi cho roi hdy mic. Ba ciing ¢o
dem qua cho Théao 2 bo d6 xoa théu tay, mau tré trung hon, rit dep. Ba ciing
hy hung dua Diing mdt bd do6 vest, dugc dat may & mdt tiém danh tiéng, ai
cling khen ¢ Tuy Hoa. Ba nhé dén nét mit c6 vé nhu kho chiu cua Diing,

nhung Diing chi rang néi: " Cam on ma" rdi dem cat. Con Thao khi thay 2



bd dd théu, Thao gat gong ra mat: "Trdi oi, ma mua chi may thir nay, ai ma
mac!". Khi thdy vé ngd ngang trén mit ba Nam, Thao cd guong cudi: "Thoi
dugc, con cat 1am ky niém dd tir x{r so minh". Tir 46, khong biét Thao va
Diing d3 lam gi v&i may bo quan ad d6. Poi lic don dep trong phong cho
Thao, ba cb tim coi n6 & dau, ma khong thay.

Troi oi, chi nghi dén nhitng cai vay xo¢, vy chat ctia Thao mua, ma ba Nam
giat minh. Cling nhur ba d4 giat minh khi lan dau tién ba Liém -hang xom cii
cua ba ¢ VN, tai X6m Chua, Tuy Hoa,- ty 14i xe lai tham ba. Ba tuong ba
hoa mat hay nhin 16n nguoi. Ba Liém ban ban bo gio heo & chg Cii day sao?
Ba Liém c6 5 dira con, con Chut, con thir hai di lam boi phong cho M¥ va
cudi cung ung mot thang My trang, to va cao gip doi nd.Luc trude khi con
Chut 1ay chong My, nha ba Liém rat nghéo kho. Ong Liém lam phu khuan
véc, & dudi bén tau. May dira em con Chut ém tong teo, bung 6ng, da vang.
Ba Nam thuong canh nha ba Liém nghéo kho nén gitp d& du thi. Canh nha
ba Liém cang ngdy, cang thé tham hon tir ngay ong Liém phat ho réi mat. Ba
Liém tanh tinh cling hién lanh, chat phac, nén dugc moi ngudi trong xdm
thuong tinh gitp d&. T khi con Chut di lam boi phong r6i ldy MY, thing
MV bo tién ra sta sang lai can nha cho ba Liém, sdm thém vat dung trong
nha cho con Chut, r6i cing con Chut di & riéng. Tir 46, may dira em con
Chat méi ¢ vai bd d6 lanh 1in ma mic. Con ba Liém thi van vy, van méy
cai 40 ba ba cli mém, ba chi c6 may thém cho minh duogc vai cai quan My A
den. Ba van hang ngay ganh bun bo ra chg ban, nang cling nhu mua. Con
Chut va thing chong My ciing hay vé nha. Mdi lan né vé, tui nho trong x6m
chay bu lai coi "Ong M§". Thang chong con Chat dem ca gia dinh con Chut
di khi mién Nam Cong Hoa bj that thu.

Ba Nam cling c6 5 dira con.Thira, con truéng, trung iy DPia Phuong Quan,

luc chua mat nudéce, da ¢6 vo, 2 con. Thoa, con gai ké cling c6 chong 1 con.



Thira va vo con & chung voi 6ng ba Nam. Thoa ¢ riéng véi chong con, gan
d6.Thao, thtr ba, c6 bang ta tai I, biét danh may. N6 xin vo Sai Gon 1am viéc
cho vian phong My. Thao & nha cau Chin, em rudt ba Nam. Thang Thién va
théng Thong ké con Thao, vao Sai Gon tham chi, vao thang 4-75, bi ket
trong d6 khong vé lai Tuy Hoa dugc. Ba chi em dugc My bdc di.

Ong Nam lam thau khoan, gia dinh ciing kha sung tac. Nam 81, sau mot con
dau tim, bat thinh linh, d4 b vo con ra di vinh vién vao long dat.

Nha ba Nam, tir ngdy 6ng Nam chét, cing voi mot ché do boc 16t ciia Cong
San, d6 dac trong nha phai ban lan, ban hoi, roi tiép dén phai ban can nha
ngodi dé mua mot cin nha lup xup, che do néng mua véi1 con dau va chau ndi.
Thira, sau khi di hoc tap cai tao 2 nam, vé nha dap xich 16 dé séng. Vo Thira
budn ban du tit ca cac thi. Thira, biy gid da c6 4 con. Thoa c6 3, chong
Thoa, trudc trung si, nay lam thg sud xe dap. 12 nam sau, Thao méi bao lanh
dugc me sang.

Thao ¢6 chong di 8 nam nay. Diing, k¥ su dién tir. Diing rat it n6i. Di lam
vé, mo ti lanh, 14y lon bia, kéo cai ghé ra truéc TV xem. Cha biét Diing xem
cai gi ma ngay nao cling xem, cho td1 khi Thao va ba Nam don com 1én ban,
kéu Diing, Diing m&i roi ghé dén an. An xong, Diing 14y cay tam, giit &
khoe miéng, lai xem TV tiép cho dén khi di ngi.

Thao 6m hon lic nho, da trang xanh. Thao ciing it n6i nhu chong. Thao 1am
mong tay O tiém, vé t6i nha nad an, don dep, tim rira cho con. Thao ban ron
qua nén ciing it chuyén trd véi me. Ba Nam thiy Thao mét nhoc, nén ciing
rang giup Thao mot tay. Nhung ba Nam lam céi gi, Thao cling sua lai, lam
lai. Chéng han, ba d3 ria rau roi, Thao ché khong sach, Théo rura lai. Cit
chén dia 1én tu, Thao ciing sip trd lai, theo ¥ Thao. Tanh Thao k¥ va cb
chap, tit ca moi thir phai 1am theo ding y chang nhu y Thao, Thao méi vira

1ong. Ba Nam budn buyc, thay minh thira thai, vo tich su.



Thao ¢6 2 dtra con trai. Thing 16n tén Johnathan, 7 tudi, thang nay giéng ba,
mit may khoi ngd, tuan ta, 2 hang 16ng may ram trén cip mit sang quic.
Thé“mg em Roger, 4 tudi, giéng me nhu hét, da tréng, mii cao. Hai dra
khong noéi duge mot tiéng Viét nao. Diing va Thao ndi tiéng M¥ véi tui no.
Lan dau tién thay ba Nam tir phi co xudng, thang Johnathan va thang Roger
nhin thdy ba Nam : 40 dai mau huyét du, quan trang, khan trim du, nhu
nhin mot ngudi tir hanh tinh xa la nao xudng.

Ba Nam th.'?iy Diing déy vai ctia 2 dtra nho lai trude mit ba, 2 cai dau hoi rut
lai vi ty n6 khong mudn tién 1én. Thao phai lén tiéng trudc: "Chao ba ngoai
di". Mic du trude do, Thao da ¢b géng day tui n6 hoc "tuéng" nhiéu 1an rdi.
Thang Roger rut ré néi: "Hi", thang Johnathan li nhi: "Chao". Thio cam lay
tay me rung rung: "Ma, ma di duong c6 mét khong?" Thao quay lai Diing:
"Pay la anh Diing, chong con. Anh, xach hét nhitng thir ndy cho ma" Diing
cti dau "Chao mé, ma khoe khong?". Thién va Thong chay lai 6m ba Nam
cung thét: "M4". Ba Nam d3 khoc mui man khi thay cac con. Thao khong
thay d6i may. Thién dé ria mép nén khac han. Con Thong, thang con ut ciia
ba cao qua, ba khong ngd nd cao nhu vay. Thong cao hon Thién cé nura cai
dau. Ba sut sui, 6m léy 2 dra con trai, ba tinh kéo vat 4o dai lau nugc mat,
Thao voi vang 16i trong bop ra may to gidy lau miii, dua cho mdéi nguoi mot
t0. Thao cling gilt mot to, dua 1én cham nudc mét. Hai dra nho nhin moi
nguoi lom lom.

Théng va Thién & riéng, cling gan d6. Thién ¢ viéc lam ciing kha. Thong
vura di hoc, vura di lam, cling mai vira hoc xong nam chot.

Trude khi ba Nam qua, khoang 2 gio, Thao phai lai xe dén trudng mai gido
d6n thang Roger, rdi dem né di babysit gan nha. Thang Johnathan ¢ xe buyt
dua va rudc, tha tan nha, lic 4 gi6. Tt khi ¢6 ba Nam, Thao di don con roi

dé né o nha véi ba ngoai. Lic dau thang Roger khong chiu, khoc dit, Thao



phai mua d6 choi ,keo banh, du nd, né méi chiy. Thao di lam dén 5 gio méi
vé. Diing vé 5 gio rudi.

Thang Johnathan di hoc vé, thiy ba ngoai néi: "Hi", réi quing cai xach
Xuéng dat, mo ta lanh, léy sua uéng mot ly dﬁy vamo TV coi, hoac choi
game v&i cai TV nhé trong phong ctia no.

Thang Roger c6 vé ngoan va hién lanh hon thang Johnathan. Nhiéu lan ba
ngodc no lai gan, nhung kiéu ngoac ctia ba gidong nhu vay: "hi" hoic "bye"
ciia My, nén né chi dimg nhin ba va dua tay 1én vay lai. Nam khi mudi hoa,
n6 dem lai khoe v6i ba mot mén dd choi, né tram trd bang tiéng My. Ba hoi:
"Po choi méi cua chau d6 ha, dep ghé, ma méi mua cho chau phai khong?".
Chang biét n6 c6 hiéu ba noi gi khong, no gat dau. Nhin doi mat long lanh
ctia nd dudi rém mi cong dai nhu mét cia Thao, ba Nam thay long dang 1én
mot tinh thuong dao dat. Ba Nam am thang Roger 1én ngdi trén dui ba, roi
khong dan dugc, ba cai xudng hon mot cai that dai trén méa nd. Thang Roger
nhin ba mot cach ngac nhién, dua tay ro ma, roi tut xuéng khoi dui ba, di tim
thang Johnathan, dang ngdi choi TV game trong phong, Roger chi vao ma,
chd ba Nam méi hon: "She smelled me, she smelled me". Thay anh n6
khong cht ¥, né dép vai thing Johnathan: "Why did she smell me?" Thing
Johnathan nhun vai: "I don’t know. She’s weird!". Ba Nam di theo thang
Roger, thdy nd quet tay vao ma va nghe né trim trd véi thang anh, ba biét nd
khong thich ba hon né, nhung ba khong hiéu né néi gi. Ba rat budn. Sau nay
ba d4 hiéu, ba hon nd khong dung cach. Hon kiéu ngudi My 1a hon bang
moi, danh "chat" mot cai that kéu, chtr khong phai hon bang mii, hit dai mot
cai nhu 1 ngui. Ba thay hon kiéu My that khong "da" ti nao, no lat 180 lam
sao d6. Ba Nam nhd dén dam chéau ndi, chau ngoai cia ba & VN ma dut rudt.
Dura nao, du da 16n, cling danh dé duoc ba 6m hon. Méy dtra chau noi cling

nhu chau ngoai khon trudc tudi, nghi hoc sém, phu giup cha me. Bua nao



cling hiéu thao va ngoan ngodn. Thao ciing c6 goi tién vé gitip gia dinh anh,
chi nhung cling chi gi61 han thoi vi sg Diing. Diing cling c6 t61 9 dira em.
Diing dang danh dum tién dé bao lanh ddm em qua. Thanh ra, ba Nam dau
c6 du gia gi. Ba nhd dén may dua chau qua, nén hoéi méi qua, phan thi
thuong nhé con, chau, phan thi tui than c6 don, khong thich hop véi doi
sdng & My nay, ba doi vé VN lai. Thao gian ba miy ngay, khong thém an
com, ba mé1 khong dam nhic lai y dinh d6 nira, mac dau y tuong tré vé van
d6i lac thoi thic trong dau ba khong ngudi. Ngay ba chuan bi 1én may bay,
con Phuong, con 1t ctia Thoa méu méo, 6m ba ngoai: "Ngoai di manh gioi
nghe ngoai", may dura chau ndi va 2 dira chau ngoai 16n hon, ling xang vira
khoc vira sip vao ruong, gio cta ba nhitng d6 can thiét. Thira yén ling hut
thudc, thir thude 14 ndi hod ré tién, chi co khoi, khong c6 mui, ngdm ngui.
Thoa, d6i mat d6 hoe. Dau, ré ba ciing nghen ngao. Ba Nam 6m tit ca may
dtra chau vao long, nhu ¢ dem theo tat ca nhitng khuén mat than yéu vao ky
tic, trén budce duong luu lac, xa qué huong. Ba sut sit: "Qua d6 ba s& cd ging
noi véi ¢6 Thao, di Thao rang bao 1anh ba ma va cac chau qua véi ba".

Tir d6 toi nay, so tién hang thang Thao, Thién va Thong ting ba dn qua vit,
ba khong dam xai mot dong nao ca, ba danh dum géi vé. Ba ciing ddu c6 can
hang qua gi. D6 an day ti lanh, ndo trai cdy, cam, nho, tao, keo banh day bép
ma ba dau thay thém an gi dau. Cam, tdo & day sao mui vi lat nhach. Chubi
cling vay, to t&€ nhu ngudi My ma an vao khong c¢6 huong vi dam da nhu trai
chubi & bén nha. Ngay rau trai cling vy, cdy nao 14 ndy to va xanh that mat
mat, nhung sao niu 1én ciing khong mot ti gi gidng rau trai ngon ngot clia
qué huong. Thinh thoang ba chi nhé trau, nhung so Thao la nén khong dam
mua. Nghi dén miéng trau ba Nam lai nhé dén ba Liém.

Ngay dau tién ba Liém dén choi, thay ba Liém mic mot cai vy dam hoa

hoe, hoa s61, 40 so mi h¢ nach, gio mot khiic tay day md, ba Liém map gap



doi hoi trudc, toc ba Liém cat cao dua ra hai 1 tai, c6 doi bong that to nhép
nhanh xanh d6. Ba Nam hé hdc cai miéng thiéu diéu quén ca tén ba Liém.
Trong khi ba dung dui mat, ba Liém dua 2 canh tay ra 6m ba Nam c nhu 13
dam: "Chj Nam, chi manh g101 khong. Gém, moi ¢ muoi méy nam ma sao
coi chi tiéu tuy qué vy, toi nghiép chua!" Ba Nam chdp chdp doi mit rut ré:
"Chi Liém do ha, chi tré va dep ra, néu con Théo khong noi trudce, bira nay
c6 chi téi choi, thi toé1 khong nhin ra chi dau". R&i ba Nam len 1én nhin bd
quan 4o ctia ba Liém, cai nhin cua ba di thap hon mot chut nita, dén doi giay
den got cao, 16 ra sau mép vay. Ba Nam lung ting moi ba Liém ngdi. Ba
Liém van liéng thoang: "C6 Thao v6i cau Diing chwa vé ha. Con thang
Johnathan va thang Roger dau ?". "Tui n6 sap vé roi, con Thao noi, chiéu
nay n6 ghé cho. Hai dira nho dang choi trong phong. Chi ubng nuéc nghe".
Ba Liém xua tay: "Thoi, thoi khoi, dau phai khach khira gi, khi nao khat, to1
di 1ay.Chi ngdi xudng day noéi chuyén véi tui di". Ba Liém nhin vao d6i mét
tham quang ctia ba Nam hoi: "Thay d6i gid gidc, chic chi mét lam phai
khong, ban dém c6 ngu duoc khong?" Ba Nam lai dyi mat: "Chwa quen chi
a, mo1 ¢co méy ngay thoi ma, toi1 lai bi bénh mét ngu da lau".

Ba Liém vén cai vay dam cao hon dé vit tréo cai chan, dwa nguoi ra sau ghé
no6i: "Ai ciing vay hét, hdi tui méi qua ciing vy, ban ngay tui ngii, ban dém
tui thirc trang. Con Linh Pa, con Chut d6, qua day dtra nao ciing d6i tén My
hét tron, n6 khong cho tui nga ban ngdy, n6 dién thoai vé lién lién, né néi
ma phai tap thirc ban ngdy, thi ban dém méi ngu duoc, con ciing phai tap roi
duoc thdy khong. Tui gt ga, gat gu ca ngay khong dam ngu. Riét rdi tui tap
dugc. Chi rang nhin nga ban ngay nhu tui vay rdi quen ha".

Thay ba Nam c nhin cai vay minh mic hoai, ba Liém bé chan xudng cudi
x0a ra vé tu nhién: "Ciing nhu ba cai do tui dang ban day, con Linh Da sim

cho d6. N6 khong cho tui ban may cai dd den lau rdi. N6 ciing khong cho tui



ban méy cai bd d6 xoa nita. Luc dau, tui tiéc mudn chét. Chj Nam cling biét,
minh di dit théu miy bo d6 xoa & VN dau c6 ré. Con miy cai quan sa tanh
den thuong hang nita chd. N6 noi dau khong di dau ciing phai ban do cho
dang hoang. Hoi tui tui méi theo tui nd qua day, thing Tom My, chong n6
thdy may me con tui ban 3 bo do xoa, n6 kéu con Linh Pa néi: "Ding dé
cho ma v6i may dira em may ban may bo d6 do nita, tao khong dam nhin, d6
d6 dé ban ban dém, trong phong nga", vay 1a sau d6 con Linh Pa gom hét
méy bo d6 cua me con tui lai dem lau nha. Tui tiéc mubn dit rudt. Roi nd
dem vé toan 1a d6 dam, db tay. Luc dau, tui ddu c6 chiu ban, tui néi 46 dam
1a tao lanh cang lam. N6 néi lanh cang thi mang dé vo. Téi ciing khong chiu
ban, con Linh Pa lam tran, lam thuong méy 14n tui méi ban d6 chg".

Ba Liém lai dua tay vudt vao cai dau toc ngén: "Con cai dau thi tui nd du tui
cling "tran ai cude chia" tui méi chju cat do chi. Vay chd ma cling ti¢n". Ba
Nam chim chi nghe ba Liém néi c& nhu nghe ké chuyén tiéu thuyét. Sau
khi giai thich dong dai vé cach dn ban cung toc tai xong, gid ba Liém moi
hoi: "Con anh Nam, nghe n6i anh b1 dau tim, chét phai khong chi Nam?".
Nghe nhic toi chong, mat ba Nam rom 18". Phai, budi tdi 6ng con nhic t6i
con Thao, théng Thién, théng Thong, vdy ma sang hom sau , khi t61 danh
thirc Ong gidy, thi 6ng da "di" lac nao khong hay". Ba Liém ciing ngdm ngui:
"Toi nghiép anh Nam. Anh hién lanh that tha thi thoi. Hoi d6, lic éng Liém
tui chét di ma khong c6 anh chi thi khong biét me con tui con khé dén duong
nao. Céi gi anh chi ciing lo dum hét."

Nhic t6i thoi vang son cii, ba Nam thay nghen ¢ ¢d. "Con cin nha cua chi ra
sa0? Chic tui an cudp dau co dé yén cho cau Thira phai khong?". "Sau khi
"giai phong" vo, me con tui ban 1an, ban hdi d6 dac trong nha roi téi phién
c4i nha ciing ban ludn. Me con ba chau tui mua mot cai nha nhé xiu & gan

cho dé 6. Tiéc cai nha mudn chét, ma khong cé cach gi dé giir lai duoc".



Ba Nam van nhd nhu in cam giac ctia ba khi roi cin nha yéu ddu, ma éng va
ba d4 tao nén bang chinh md héi, nudc mat ciia minh. Ba nhé timg vién gach
trong nha, timg gdc cdy sau vuon. Ba nhé ciy ngoc lan um tim, xanh nhu
ngoc & cudi vuon, véi nhitng ny hoa trang ndn na, huong thom ngot ngao
nhu ¢ thé ném dugc bang miéng cta nhitng tdi ém dém, cuing chdng con
ngdi ngim tring treo trén dau lo ling.

Tiéng ba Liém dua ba Nam trd vé thuce tai: "Chd ¢6 Thao, ciu Thién véi ciu
Thong khong gai tién vé cho chi sao ?". "C6 chd, ma dau ¢ du thiéu gi. Vo
chéng théng Thtra c6 4 dira con, dap xich 16, sau khi di hoc cai tao 2 nam.
Vo chdng con Thoa ¢6 3 dtra con. Tui c6 ddng nao, bu dap cho tui né déng
nay. Con Thao va chong n6 ciing phai lo bén gia dinh thang Diing nira chd".
"Vay sao ¢6 Thao khong bao trg cho cau Thira va ¢c6 Thoa qua ?". "No6 néi
thung th'fmg da, tai vo con thﬁng Thira dum dé, théng Thitra di cai tao chi co6 2
nam, khong du tiéu chuan dé ciru xét 1ién, ma chay chot cho cé gia dinh thi
nang tién qué, con gia dinh con Thoa, 5 ngudi nita. Nhung dau sao thi tui nd
cling dang lo".

Ba Nam lang qua chuyén khac: "Con chi véi may nho ra sao, lam an gi kha
khong?". Ba Liém suad lai b ngéi: "Ui da, c6 gi dau ma kha chi. Con Linh
Pa n6 di ly di voi thang chong My, gio n6 dang cap véi mot thang Viét
Nam, vo con con ket & bén. Tui biéu n6 coi chirng vo ngudi ta qua cao cai
dau, ma nd hong nghe, n6 ¢6 2 dira con véi thang chong trude. N6 & cach
day cling xa, nghe chi qua, n6 néi bira nao né ghé tham d6. Con con Ly Ly,
théng TS Ni & tudt bén Cali, théng Mai Co, hoc mdi ra truong, dau ky su."
Ba Nam khong biét dtra nao 1a "Ly Ly", dira ndo 1a "Mai cd"... nhung khong
tién hoi nén chi léng nghe, théy thiéu mét dira nén hoi: "Sao c6 4 théi, chi cd
5 dra 1an ma ?". Ba Liém tho dai: "Con thang La Y, thang con truong tui di

ban hang cho tiém xing My, bi My Pen ban chét hdi 3 nam trudc". Ba Nam



hét hén: "Bi My¥ Pen ban ha, c6 bat dugc ai ban khong?". Ba Liém lac dau:
"Khong, & diy VN di ban xing, ban hang hoa ¢ mdy cai tiém nho hay bi My
Pen giét 1am, ma khong tim ra dugc nguoi giét". "Toi nghiép chua!".

Ba Liém nhin quanh, nhu tryc nhé ra diéu gi: "Ua, thiang Johnathan véi
th'flng Roger dau 101, sao tui nd im khe vay ca ?"

Ba Nam c6 vé budn ba: "Tui nd choi trong phong, tui né khong nghe dugc
tiéng Viét, tui khong nghe néi duoc tiéng My, thanh ra c6 miéng nhu cam,
c6 tai nhu diéc." "Nghe riét roi quen, noi riét réi duge a chi Nam a. Chi coi
tui cling phai ndi tiéng My voi 2 dira con, con Linh Pa, bang dau kho qua,
tui noi gi tui nd dau c6 hiéu, bay gid thi kha lam roi".

Khong biét ba Liém néi "kha" 13 ba noi tiéng My nay da khd, hay may dira
nho6 nghe ba da kha hon? Ba Nam khéng tin tudng 101 ba Liém méy. Dau
sao, ba Liém ciing di qua duwoc mudi miy nim, con ba méi qua, tudi lai gan
60, lam sao hoc tiéng MY dugc nira. Ba n6i nhu méu: "Tui nhé méy dua
chau noi, ngoai & VN qua, biét & ddy budn vay, tui dau cd qua".

Ba Liém cam tay ba Nam: "Y, chi dirng no1 vay, c6 Thao nghe s¢ budn, cb
cling lo cho chi 1dm méi dem chi qua dugc day do, vai bita 1a chi quen ¢ day
lién. Bén d6 cuc chét ma chi noi".

Ba Nam cham nudc mét: "Cuc vé thé xac that do, nhung co6 tinh nguoi chi
Liém a, méy dtra chau bén doé, tui n6 ngoan 1am, nd thuong tui 1m. Con
thang Thira va con Thoa, tui né dau cuc kho ciing ¢ hiéu vo cung."

"Thi ¢6 Thao voi cdu Diing ciing thuong chi vay. Chic cb véi cau ban qua,
di 1am tdi ngay. Con cau Thién voi cau Thong ciing vdy. Lam bén ndy ciing
cuc 1am chi Nam a. Chi ¢ lau chi ciing thdy, ai di lam déu khong c6 thi gio.
Con méy dtra nhd, chi hu hi véi n6 riét rdi no s& quen chi, chirng do tui no
cling s& thuong chi ma, dau c6 ai & gan tui nd dau, thung thang réi moi

chuyén s¢ ém dep hét".
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Mii ngdi nghi ngoi, nghe tiéng mé cua, ba Nam voi va dep may cai quan 4o
lai. Thao d4 vé. Johnathan va Roger nghe tiéng me vé, chay x0 ra ctra trAm
trd du thtr. Thao xoa dau Johnathan va am thang Roger hoi:

- Where is grandma ? Johnathan hat:

- She’s in her room. I think she ’s been crying. Thao voi dat Roger xuéng:
"Why ?" Johnathan nhtn vai : "I don’t know, but I think she crys very
often". Thao di vao phong hoi:

- Ma lam gi vay ? Ba Nam vira nhét xong cai 4o cudi ciing vao ruong:

- Ma dau c6 lam gi dau, troi bat dau hoi lanh lanh, ma tim cai khan trum dau.
Thao ngdi xudng canh ba Nam:

- Con mé&i mua cai khin bang len tuan trude cho mé dau ?

- A, thi & d6.Ma thiy n6 méi qua nén khong dam dung, udng qua.

Thao chau may:

- Mua thi phdi dung né moi cii, khong dung thi lam sao thanh cii duoc.
Chiéu nay thang Thién véi thang Thong qua, tui con ddn ma di an com.

- Théi con &, dd dn hom qua con, di an tiém chi cho tdn, dé tién du gdi vé
VN cho anh, chi con. Thao ¢ liy giong 6n ton:

- M4 4, anh chi con 1a m0t chuyén, an uéng bén nay 1a mot chuyén khac. Ma
da qua day thi ciing an hudng mot chat, con duwa ma tién xai, ma khong dam
xai mot dong nao hét, ctr don don rdi nho nguoi goi vé VN. Con ciing c¢6 goi
cho anh Thtra va chi Thoa ché khong sao ?

- M4 biét con cling lo cho anh, chi con bén d6, nhung tui né bén do6 cuc
1am.Céc chau con an mic rach rudi, ma khéng mudn phung phi bén nay, dé
danh goi cho tui n6 thém. Thao buc doc ding 1én:

- Con cii 13y v6i ma hoai, con mét qua. Tién goi vé bao nhiéu cho du, bén

nay con lam cling cuc kho vay. Bo ma thay con sudng lam sao ? Ba Nam voi
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noi:

- Ma khong c6 y do, chi vi ma nhé anh, chi con voi méy dura chau ma noéi
vay thoi. Ba dung 1én néi: "Pugc 1di, ¢é ma di thay do".

Thao nhin me tir dau dén chan r6i noéi: "Con mua cho mé quan du mau ma
ma khong ban, ¢t ban cai quan tiy den nay hoai ?". Ba Nam s¢ Théo bat di
thay quan khac nén noi:

- Bita khac ma ban quan mau, mAy cai kia ma sap di gidt. Thao chép miéng:
- M4 khong thay thim Liém sao, thim gan bang tudi ma, ma thim tré trung
hét strc. Thim ban 4o dam, quan tay du kiéu. Thim dau co than phién.

Ba Niam ciing ao udc ba duge vo tu séng nhu ba Liém vay. "An theo thud, &
theo thi", ba rang cb gang lam theo 15i ba Liém khuyén.

Tham thoat vy ma ba Nam & ddy duoc 3 nim. Ba Nam da quen dan voi
cach sdng may moc ctia My. Ba van chua ddm mic ddm nhung ba di quen
v6i may cai quan di mau xanh, 46, may giéng nhu quan tay, nhung lung thi
bang day thun nén ciing khong khoé chiu lim. Ba nan ni voi Thao mai, nén
Thao méi khong bat ba cat toc ngan nhu ba Liém.

That ra ba Liém la mdt nguoi rat tot, biét an biét nghia. Ba chay qua, chay
lai v6i ba Nam khi ranh r6i, mac du thoi gi0 ranh roi cua ba cling it. Ba Liém
lanh d6 vé nha may, ba may ciing kha 1am. Liic méi qua, ba may nhiéu 1am,
gid tudi cling da 16n, nén ba may it di. Ba Nam ciing xin Thdo mua tra gop
cho ba mot cai ban may may va mot cai may vt so. Ba vira trong chau, vira
kiém thém duoc chut it tién dé xai riéng. Ma ba c6 xai gi dau, sau khi trir s6
tién tra gop hang thang xong, ba mua dd choi cho Johnathan va Roger, con
bao nhiéu ba goi vé VN cho con chau.

Do6i lac ba Nam thdm cam on Troi Phat da cho ba gap lai duoc ba ban cii cua
ba 1a ba Liém. Hoi xua, ba gitp d& ba Liém vé thé chat, bay gid, sau cudc

d6i doi, ai o ngd dau, ba Liém co dip dé gitp d& lai ba, khong phai ba Liém
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tra on lai cling bang thé chat ma tra mot tha rat hiém hoi ¢ cai xt rat it tinh
nghia nay, tinh than. Mdi 1an, ba Nam cam thay chan nan, ba Liém tim cach
n6i chuyén dé ba Nam khuay khoa. Miac du nha ba Liém cach xa ca nira
tiéng 1ai xe, luc ndo ba Nam c6 chuyén can 1a ba Liém khong né ha, bo do
quan 4o dang may dé xudng gitp ba Nam. Ba Liém bay ba Nam cach nao
rap ao quﬁn lai cho le, vt s6 kiéu nao cho nhanh, khi ba Nam da may kha
vitng vang, ba cho ba Nam muon may bo phim Tau, phim VN dé vira may,
vira coi cho d& budn. Ba Liém ciing day cho ba Nam mdy cdu théng thudng
dé mdi khi, 16 gap My hang x6m hoi thi tra 10i.

Thao Thién, Thong tuy khong phai 1a khong thuong me, nhung phan vi ban
viéc, phan vi 2 cudc sdng da 1au nam xa cach, nén ching khong biét giup
nhitng diéu can thiét cho doi song cua ba.

Thang Johnathan va thing Roger ciing than thién voi ba hon. That ding nhu
101 ba Liém noi, con nit rat nhay cam, tui né thay ba thuong ching né, nén
cling thuong lai ba, mdc du c6 hang rao ngdén ngir ngan can chut it. Ba khong
n6i nhiéu duoc thi ba ra dau bang tay. Ba ciing day chiing n6 vai chit, va cau
tiéng Viét. Ba thuong qua ddi khi thang Roger néi: "Ba ngoai, I want to
drink sua", hay "I have new dd choi", hodc théng Johnathan noi: "Ba ngoai,
Roger is very hu, he wants all my d6 choi". Ba thich nhat va ciing hiéu nhat
1a khi chung noi: "Ba ngoai, I love you".

T4t ca déu nho cong ctia ba Liém. Néu khong c6 ngudi ban gia vo tu, vui
tinh nay thi ba Nam da bo cudc tir lau. Diling cling c6 vé cd1 mo voi ba Nam
hon xwa. Tinh Diing chi it n6i chtr khéng phai khat khe nhu ba tudong lic
dau.

Chiéu nay, vira may xong dong do 100 cai, ba Nam vui mung khi nghi dén
cai check sap lanh, ba sé& lanh duoc khoang gan 300 dong, ba tinh biéu thing

Thién ché ba di cho, mua thém trai ciy trén ban tho, di dén tiém d6 choi,
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mua cho thang Johnathan va Roger vai mén ma tui n6 thich. Con lai bao
nhiéu, ba s& ciing ba Liém di ra tiém VN gai tién vé cho con chau.

Com nudc xong, ca nha dang ngdi xem TV, ba Nam di mic 4o quan sin
sang cho Thién lai cho do di giao cho 6ng Pai Han, chu ti€ém may, thi
chudng dién thoai reo. Thao dimg 1én cAm dng nghe. Ca nha lang nghe khi
giong Thao hét hoang:

- Ha?chét hoi nao ? Méi day ha? Pang & trong nha thuong ha? nha thuong
nao? OK. t¢i lién. Diing hoi: "Gi vay em, ai chét?" Thao than tho:

- Thim Liém. Thim dang may d6, bi heart attack. May luc d6 c6 Linda toi
choi, n6 kéu xe chd thim vao nha thuong tic thi, nhung ctru khong duogc.
Thim chét rdi Ba Nam gio tay 6m nguc. Troi oi, ba Liém chét rdi, ngudi ban
tri ky doc nhat ciia ba & xtt My ndy chét réi! Khong thé nhu thé duoc! Co thé
nguoi ta 1am, ba Liém con manh khoé 1dm, ba lai c6 nhiéu nghi lyc nira, 1am
sao chét duoc! Ba nghe thay 15 tai minh lung bung, mit ba tring nhot. Thang
Johnathan dap dap vao tay ba:

- Are you OK grandma, you OK? What’s happening? Thao voi 6m ldy con:

- Grandma Liém died because of heart attack

- What? Grandma Liem died? Oh my gosh? grandma’s best friend died!
Roger ciing chay lai 6m 1ay ba Nam. Ban tay nhé cta né chim nuéc mat cho
ba:

- Don’t cry grandma, don’t cry ba ngoai. I love you.

Thién vira téi noi nghe tin, n6 hbi ba Nam va Thoa 1én xe dé chay t6i nha
thuong. Ba Nam ngdi trén xe ma nhu xac chét khong hon. Ba Liém di chét
rdi. Con ba thi no tran ai nay biét bao gid mai dit?! Nghi dén lac bé nim
xuong tan & Xt la qué ngudi, ba Nam néc 1én. Ba khoc cho nguoi ban tri ky
clia ba, ma ba ciing khoc cho than phén ciia ba nira Thao ngdi xich lai gan

me. Lan dau tién sau 3 nam, Thao ma&i 6m me vao long mdt cach au yém,
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diu dang, nhu mudn chia sé voi me sy mat mat 16n lao ctia ba. Cai mat mat
nay dau co kém gi cai mat mat khi ong Nam bo ba ra di mudi may nam vé
trudc! Hai ban tay Thao dap dap sau lung me nhu vo vé mdt dua tré.

Vo vé mot niém dau.
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