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TOM TAT 

Monogatari Id mgt the loai xudt hiin tic rdt sdm vd cd tien trinh phat trien ldu dai, lien tuc 

trong lich sic vdn hoc Nhat Bdn, bdt ddu tic nhUng truyen ke rdt gdn vdi the gidi than thoai vd 

truyen thuyet co xua vd keo ddi cho den luc hda minh vdo ddng chay ciia tieu thuyet Nhdt Bdn Men 

dgi Bdi viet ndy gidi thieu den doc gid Viet Nam the loai monogatari nhu mdt ho phdn cua vdn hoc 

Nhat Bdn dugc nhin nhgn trong tien trinh phdt trien chung ciia van chuang tu su tren the gidi 

Tir khda: monogatari, van hgc Nhat Ban, thi loai tu sir. 

1. Van chu-cmg tir sir gan vdi lich sir va the gidi quan con ngiroi thoi c6 dai 

Theo nghia rdng, ty sy la trinh bay mdt ndi dung bang each ket ndi, xau chudi eac su 

kien de truyen dat den ddc gia hoae khan thinh gia, nen tu su cd the dupe thyc hien bang 

nhieu loai chat Heu nhu ngdn ngii, hinh anh, dgng tac bleu dien, am thanh. Trong ddi sdng, 

hinh thiic va ndi dung tu sy dugc the hien da dang, tir ghi chep lich sii, truyen ke dan gian 

den dien van, phira anh, nhac kieh... Nhung d day, chung tdi chi sii dung thuat ngu: "ty su" 

trong pham vi nghe thuat ngdn tir, tiic la van chuong ty sy dudi dang ngdn ngii ndi hoae 

ngdn ngii viet. 

Ke va bieu dat cam xiic la hai con dudng ca ban cua nghe thuat van chuong, xuat 

hien tir diem khdi dau va tdn tai, phat trien trong sudt hanh trinh ciia nen van hgc the gidi. 

Van chuong ty sy, do dd, cd mdt b l day lich sir gdm nhieu giai doan, va sy phong phii vdi 

nhieu the loai khac nhau. Trong pham vi lim hieu cdn nhieu han che ve tu lieu ciing nhu 

kha nang nghien ciiu, chung tdi chi trinh bay so luac ve cac the loai danh dau eae giai 

doan chinh trong tien trinh phat trien ciia van xudi tu sy ndi chung tren the gidi, qua khao 

sat mdt sd nen van hgc dugc biet d in tuong ddi rdng rai d phuang Ddng va phuong Tay, 

dua vao dd de nhin nhan, mieu ta quy luSt phat triln cua hinh thirc tu sy trong nghe thuat 

ngdn tir. 

Nhu da dugc trinh bay trong nhilu cdng trinh nghien ciin ve lieh sii van hgc, van 

chuang ty sy da xuat hien trong thdi ki van hpc dan gian d nhieu cong ddng ngudi khac 

nhau tren the gidi. Trong giai doan dku tiSn, khi con ngudi cdn cam nhan thi gidi ty nhien 

nhu thi luc linh thieng, huyIn bi va dang so nhung lai la thilt ylu vdi su sinh tdn, phat 

triln ciia cdng ddng, thi con ngudi diing tri tudng tugng kit hgp vdi tu duy cdn ban chi 

eua minh de sang tao nen nhimg cau chuyen vl vu tru, thkn linh, hay d l "k l " vl sy hinh 
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thanh ciia cdng ddng va vimg lanh thd ma cdng ddng dy dang sinh song. Kdt qua cua hoat 
dgng sang tao nay la cac loai than thoai, truyen thuyet va cac loai truyen cd tich cd yeu to 
sieu nhien, hoang dudng nhu cac truyen ke ve than tien, quai vat, ngudi khdng Id... 

Trong the gidi truyen cd da dang va day thii vi nay, chiing ta cd thi thSy nhieu mang 
ngi dung khac nhau, the hien nhiing khia canh thu hiit sy quan tam va kieh thich 6c tudng 
tugng cua con ngudi thdi cd dai, ma ndi bat va phd bien la cac ndi dung nhu: td chirc va 
boat ddng cua the gidi than linh; cac vi than gan vdi ngudn gdc va su hinh thanh qudc gia/ 
dan tdc; giai thieh ve cac hien tupng thien nhien phd quat va cd anh hudng Idn den ddi 
sdng con ngudi; cac vat td trong tin ngudng vat linh; cac bac sieu pham cd cdng thanh lap 
qudc gia, bao ve dan tdc, chi day sinh ke cho ngudi dan hoac sang lap eac hinh thiic tin 
ngudng, tdn giao... Tir cac ndi dung tren, cd the thay ba yeu td try cdt tao nen the gidi so 
khai, huyen ao cua cac truyen cd nay la tu nhien, than Hnh va tdn giao, trong mdi quan he 
vdi con ngudi thdi cd dai. 

Trong khi nhung ndi dung ndi tren cd mdt gidi han tuong ddi trong mdt giai doan so 
khai cua nhan thirc thi xa hdi con ngudi khdng ngimg phat trien, ddi sdng cua cdng ddng 
cung nhu cua ca nhan mdi ngudi ngay cang phong phu. Hinh anh con ngudi ngay cang 
xuat hien nhieu hon va ed vi tri quan trpng hon trong van chuong ty sy, khi con ngudi 
ngay cang say me kham pha ddng thdi nay sinh nhieu mong udc, uu tu ve mdi tru'dng xa 
hdi va chinh ban than rainh. Do dd, ben canh than thoai ndi ve y chi, quyen lyc hay hanh 
ddng cua than linh thi truyen thuyet la the loai truyen ke cd trpng tam la hanh dpng cua eon 
ngudi. Rgng hon niia, cd tich la hinh thicc tu sy cd chii de va ndi dung phong phii, bao gdm 
ca nhiing truyen ke gan gidng nhu than thoai hay truyen thuyet va mdt bg phan khdng nhd 
cd khuynh hudng gan vdi ddi sdng con ngudi, chang ban nhieu cau chuyen phan anh quan 
niera dao diic hoac nhiing udc mo, quan he trong gia dinh, xa hdi. 

Neu nhu bau khdng khi than linh, huyen ao dam dac trong than thoai va trong nhiing 
truyen ke cd tinh chat giao thoa giua cae the loai than thoai, truyin thuylt va cd tich thi 
trong thi loai sir thi, khdng khi nay dugc pha loang bdi hanh dgng ciia con ngudi va nhiing 
su kien, radi quan he ciia xa hdi loai ngicdi. Nhfmg ngudi anh hiing, nhan vat trung tam cua 
cac su thi, la mgt kieu hmh tugng dung hgp giiia con ngudi va than thanh, nliung tinh thhn 
chii dao cua sir thi la nggi ca nhiing chien tich cd y nghTa trong ddi sdng van hda ciia con 
ngudi, thay vi the hien sy simg bai than linh hay thien nhien huyen bi. Cung la mdt thi loai 
tu su xuat hien tic rat sdm trong lich sir van hgc nhirng su thi mang dau an cua mdi qudc 
gia, cdng ddng hay mdi nen van hda rd ret hon cac the loai truyen thuyet, cd tich hay th§n 
thoai. 

Cac tac pham sir thi trong mdi nen van hgc cung cd su khac biet tucmg ddi Idn tren 
nhieu phuong dien nhu thdi diem ra ddi, quy md tac pham, de tai cau chuyen, hinh thiic 
tdn tai va luu truyen... Vi vay neu xet tren pham vi toan the gidi thi sii thi la mdt pham trii 
phiic tap va tucmg ddi mo hd. Theo nghia hep cua tir "epic" trong tieng Anh (Oxford 
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University Press, 2015, tr.501) thi sii thi la loai tho tu sy ve chien cdng, ki tich hoae nhiing 
sir kien xoay quanh nhan vat chinh la nhiing ngudi anh himg, ed y nghia quan trgng ddi vdi 
mdt qudc gia hay mdt nin van hda dan tdc. Neu hieu theo nghTa nay thi the loai sir thi chi 
bao gdm nhiing trudng ca dugc sang tae vao thdi ki cd dai ciia cac nen van hpc ma tieu 
bieu la cac dai sii thi dupe biet den tren toan the gidi nhu su thi Gigamesh cua van hgc 
Ludng Ha, Mahabharata va Ramayana cua An Dp, Iliad va Odyssey ciia van hpc Hi Lap, 
Pharsalia cua van hpc La Ma, Beowulf cua vimg van hda Scandinavia, Pentaur cua van 
hpc Ai Cap... 

La mdt the loai quan trpng tren con dudng phat trien cua van chuong tu su, sic thi cd 
hai van de can luu y nhu sau: 

Mpt la, trong khi than thoai, cd tich va truyen thuyet deu la san ph4m ciia cdng ddng 
thi mdt bd phan trong the loai su thi la cac cdng trinh cd tac gia eu the, chang han 
Mahabharata eua Veda Vyasa, Ramayana ciia Valraiki, Iliad va Odyssey cua Homer, 
Cdng viec vd ngdy cua Hesiod, Pharsalia cita Luean... Tuy ed nhiing trudng hgp tac gia 
chi la "dugc gan cho" va nhiing thdng tin ve tac gia ay ciing chua dugc xac dinh ro rang, 
nhung y thiic ve tac gia, dii chi duge the hien qua quan niem hay sy gan ghep ciia cdng 
ddng, cung the hien mdt budc phat trien ciia van chuong ty sy. 

Hai la, loai sir thi hieu theo nghTa hep ndi tren xuat hien nhieu va cd cac tac pham 
Idn, dien hinh trong van hgc phuang Tay, An Do, A-rap, Ludng Ha, Ai Cap, nhung lai it 
dugc ghi nhan trong cac nen van hgc Ddng A. Ngoai Jewang ungi ciia Trieu Tien la tac 
pham tho ke chuyen lich sir dat nude tic thdi vua Dangun huyen thoai den thdi vua 
Chungnyeol d the ki XIII, truyen Reamker d Carapuehia rad phdng sii thi Ramayana va 
cac sir thi ndi ve cdi ngudn dan tdc cila cac tdc ngudi thieu sd d Trung Qudc, Viet Nam va 
cac nude khac d Ddng Nam A, the loai su thi d khu vyc nay hau nhu chi gdm nhiing 
truyen ke lich sic bang tho hoac van xudi. 

Ndi dung ciia cac truyen nay thudng ke ve cac vi vua hien minh, cd cdng Idn trong 
viec xay dung, bao ve va phat trien dat nude, ve cae bac tien bdi da day ngudi dan trong 
nude lam ndng nghiep hay cd cdng trong viec khai sinh va phat trien eac nganh nghe. Loai 
truyen ke nay cd the xem la mdt hinh thiie pha trgn giua truyen thuyet va lich sir, cd thdi 
diem xuat hien va lich sii phat trien khac nhau trong mdi nen van hpc nhung thudng thugc 
ve giai doan tir cd dai sang trung ed. Dae biet d mdt nen van hgc Idn va lau ddi nhu van 
hgc Trung Qudc, thi truyen kl huyen sir la ca mdt thi gidi phong phii, tir eae truyen thuyet 
vl Thdn Ndng, Ban Cd din Sic ki ciia Tu Ma Thien hay Td truyin. Va d mdt sd phuong 
dien, cae truyen kl nay cdn duge tilp tuc phat triln trong hinh thuc tilu thuylt chuong hdi 
ve lich sir. O Nhat Ban thi the loai nay chii yeu la nhiing truyen ke mang mau sac huyen 
thoai dugc tap hgp trong Kojiki (Cd su ki), nhu mdt phin ndi tilp ciia nhung thSn thoai vl 
su hinh thanh qudc gia, dan tdc, vdi sd lugng khdng nhilu va cDng khdng cd nhirng pho 
truyen trudng thien cd quy md Idn. 6 Trilu Tien ciing cd hinh thirc xen lin tir thk thoai. 
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truyen thuyet den truyen ke lich sir trong tap Samguk Yusa (Tam qudc di su), kl ve ljch sic 
Trieu Tien trong thdi ki tdn tai ba vuong qudc. NIU quan niera su thi chi don gian la 
"truyen ke lich su" thi cd the ke thera vao the loai nay Heike monogatari (Truyen Heike) 
cua Nhat Ban, la truyen ke trudng thien d dang van xudi ve cugc xung dot ciia hai ddng hg 
quy tdc Idn, xay ra vao cudi the ki XIL Truyen tho khdng ed t4m vdc ciia ljch sir dan tgc 
ma chi ndi ve radt nhan vat nao do eiia cdng ddng, hoac la truyen tho vl tdn giao va dugc 
truyen mieng trong dan gian thi xuat hien kha nhieu d Viet Nam va cung cd mat d mgt sd 
nen van hgc Ddng Nam A. 

Tir nhirng ndi dung tren, cd the thay rang d ddng van chuong tu sy vl lich sir cac dan 
tgc, vl nhiing nhan vat cd cdng lao to Idn va dugc cdng ddng ngudng mg, tdn thd, dau an 
ciia cac nen van hda d cac khu vyc khac nhau tren the gidi bat dau duge the hien tuong ddi 
rd. CJ nhiing viing thudng xay ra cac cugc chien tranh tdn giao hay chien tranh giiia cae 
cdng ddng ngu'di, hoac da timg cd nhiing cugc di cu d at vdi quy md Idn thi nhiing dieu 
nay dupe phan anh vao cae dai sir thi, vdi tinh than nggi ca chien tich cua cac anh hiing, 
vua chua trong ddi sdng tdn giao hay the tuc. Trong khi dd, d khu vyc ma cu dan chu yeu 
sdng bang kinh te ndng nghiep va cd ddi sdng dn dinh, it di chuyen thi khd hinh thanh nen 
cac dai sii thi ma chi cd nhirng truyen ke lich sir phan anh niem tin, sy tdn kinh cua ngudi 
dan ddi vdi cae nhan vat lich su hay cac vi td nghe da giiip dd edng ddng ve sinh ke. 

Su khac biet ve ddi sdng, van hda cac dan tdc dan den phan hda da dang cac hinh 
thiic ciia van chuang tu sy the hien rd ret hon khi sang tac van chuong ngay cang di sau 
hon vao cupc sdng con ngudi, va tam thiic siing bai tu nhien hay niem tin ton giao chi cdn 
la nhiing dudng net, dau an nhat dinh trong ndi dung tac pham. Dd la hien thue ve sy phat 
trien ciia van xudi tu su mang tinh the tuc, ehu yeu thugc ve thdi ki trung dai trong cac nen 
van hgc cua cac nude tren the gidi, cho den khi ed sy ra ddi ciia tieu thuylt hien dai nhu 
mdt the loai tu su ndng cdt cua van tu su ngay nay. 
2. Van chuong tw sy phan anh hien thuc ddi song con ngiroi 

Khi van chuang tu sy gan nhu thoat khdi biu khdng khi huyIn thoai va tach biet vdi 
nhiing ghi chep lich sir thuan tuy, thi hinh thirc nay phat triln theo nhilu hudng, nhilu kilu 
va tao ra nhilu the loai khac nhau trong cac nin van hgc. Cu thi d chau Au cd thi loai 
romance, chu ylu gdm tilu thuyet hiep sT va tilu thuylt ve tinh yeu lang man ciia gidi quy 
tdc cung dinh, phd biin trong thdi trung cd va thdi Phuc hung. CJ Trung Qudc thi ed nhilu 
loai truyen kl, chii ylu la loai truyen kl dat su, dugc gpi chung la "tilu thuylt" - tire tilu 
thuylt cd dien, gdm ca hai nhanh la tieu thuylt bach thoai va tilu thuylt van ngdn - dugc 
ghi chep hoac sang tac tir thdi Duong din tnrdc Cach mang Tan Hpi, dae biet la tilu thuylt 
chuong hdi thdi Minh - Thanh. Ngoai ra cdn cd mdt thi gidi da dang cac thi loai tu sy hu 
cau va phi hu cdu, phan anh nhieu phuong dien ciia ddi sdng con ngudi ddng thdi bay td 
nhimg quan dilm, cam nghT cua ngudi vilt trong nhilu chii de khac nhau, xudt hien trong 
cac nin van hpc d khSp noi tren the gidi. Dac diem chung ciia van chuong ty su kilu nay la 
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su phan anh con ngudi va xa hdi d nhieu khia canh, nhieu quan diem. Dii cd nhilu tac 
pham idy cam hung hay cdt truyen tir than thoai, truyen thuyet, nhieu tac pham ke vl 
nhiing biin cd lieh sir hay nhilu cau chuyen mieu ta yeu quai, thdn ma thi tinh than chu 
dao, hay muc dich tdi thugng cua tac pham ty sy d giai doan nay van la trinh bay nhiing 
van de ciia ddi sdng con ngudi va each nhin, each danh gia ciia ngu'di ke ve nhiing van de 
dugc trinh bay, cung nhu ve con ngudi va xa hpi ndi chung. Trong cac tac pham thugc loai 
tieu thuyet hiep si ciia phuong Tay va tieu thuyet giang su, tieu thuyet anh hiing cua Trung 
Qudc, nhan vat chinh van la nhiing ngudi anh hiing thyc hien dugc nhiing ki tich dang 
kham phuc, tham chi la nhung chien cdng phi thudng. Nhung khac vdi nhan vat anh hiing 
trong sii' thi, nhan vat anh hung trong tieu thuyet trung dai duge mieu ta nhu nhung eon 
ngudi cu the chic khdng phai la ea nhan dai dien mang y chi va nhiing udc vgng cua ca mdt 
cdng ddng, hay phai thyc hien nhung sii menh cd lien quan mat thilt din sy tdn vong cua 
cdng ddng, dan tgc ay. Cho nen, nhan vat do dugc danh gia qua tinh each va hanh dgng ca 
nhan, va cd the dugc raieu ta qua cai nhin nghiem tuc hay hai hude, chii khdng nhat thiet 
phai la hinh tugng dupe tdn kinh va ngudng vgng. 

Tat nhien khdng cd the loai ty su nao, ke ca tieu thuyet hien dai, lai cd mdt khudn 
mau chat che ve hinh thiic tac pham, theo kieu nhu the thirc trinh bay ciia mgt loai van ban 
hanh chinh. Va ciing khdng ed the loai nao la radt lat cat diit khoat, hoan chinh cua mdt 
giai doan phat trien nhat dinh trong lich su van chuong ty su, Dieu dd mdt mat gay trd ngai 
cho nhung ai mudn trinh bay lich su phat trien cua hinh thue ty sy radt each khiic chiet, 
ranh mach vdi nhirng phan doan va nhiing dang thiic tu sy rd rang, cu the. Nhung mat 
khac, thuc te nay lai giiip chiing ta thay dugc, qua mdt the loai hoac mpt giai doan nao dd 
ciia Hch sii van hpc, nhiing bieu hien cua sy phat trien the loai ay va su phat trien cua hinh 
thiie van tu su ndi chung. Tir do, neu quan sat nhieu the loai qua eac giai doan khac nhau 
ciia tien trinh van chuong ty su, cd the nit ra mgt sd ndi dung cd gia tri phd quat trong lich 
sir phat trien eua hinh thiic ty sy d cac nen van hpc tren toan the gidi nhu sau: 

Tir than thoai, truyen thuyet den cac loai tieu thuyet thdi trung dai, van ty su da phat 
trien theo hudng tir cai sieu nhien, huyen bi den the gidi ciia con ngudi va xa hdi ddi 
thudng; tir san pham cua tri tudng tugng va tu duy tap the den thanh qua sang tao cd dau 
an cua tu tudng va phan doan ca nhan; tir viec phan anh hoan canh sdng va udc vpng ciia 
cdng ddng, dan tde den viee mieu ta nhiing mdi quan he giua cac ca nhan trong mgt pham 
vi nhat dinh; tir viec tin nhiing chuyen hoang dudng la cd thuc den viec nhin nhan va phat 
triln nghe thuat hu cdu, sang tao; tir thai do siing kinh, tdn thd cai thieng lieng din tam Ii 
thudng thirc va phe phan... 

Trong xu hudng phat triln ndi tren, thi loai sir thi cd thd dugc xem la hinh thirc trung 
gian, khi van chuong tu sy dang d budc qua do tir thi gidi ciia thdn linh, tdn giao din thi 
gidi cua con ngudi the tuc. Rdi cung vdi each thirc nhu vay, d giai doan kl tilp, nghe thuat 
ty su lai phat trien tir cdt truyen don gian sang phiic tap, tir tudng thuat sy kien sang mieu 
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ta tam Ii, hi tinh than quy tgc sang su phd biin dai chiing, tir khudn khd sang bi do, tic tinh 

cy thi sang tinh dien hinh... d l hinh thanh nen tieu thuylt hien dai. Vi thi, nhu Maurice Z. 

Shroder tdng ket: 

"Neu ta dinh nghia "than thoai" trong mpt pham vi gioi han hon dl nd tilp can vdi the ioai 

su thi, thi CO the xem tilu thuylt la sii thi cua thi gioi hien dai (,..). Tuy nhien, xac nhan tong 

quan ve lich sir van hpc de xuat rSng tieu thuylt chdc chdn dicgc khdi ngudn tir hinh thiic tien 

than gan no nhat, la the loai romance thdi tmng c6 va thai Phuc hung, hon la tir the loai su 

thi." (Stevick, 2011, tr.l7) 

La diem den ciia con dudng phat trien van chuong ty su tir cd dai din hien dai, tieu 

thuyet - hieu theo ndi ham cua khai niem "novel" trong tieng Anh (Oxford University 

Press, 2015, tr.l023) - la mdt the loai tu sy tuy phd bien, gdn giii vdi ddc gia nhung lai 

phicc tap ve dac tnmg den miic khd tim dugc cho nd mdt dmh nghTa that su ro rang, chat 

che. Tuy nhien, trong mdt pham vi nao dd, cd the dua ra nhiing dac trung quan trpng ciia 

the loai nay. Dieu do cd nghia la tren thuc te cd nhieu tac pham khdng mang tat ca dac 

tnmg ciia the loai nhung van dugc xem la tieu thuyet. Dii vay, nhiing dac trung nay van 

can dugc xac dmh de co the phan biet, mdt each tuong ddi, the loai tieu thuyet vdi eac the 

loai khac trong the gidi phiie tap ciia van chuong tu sy, tir do ed the tim hieu nhiing gia tri 

tham rat dac thii ciia the loai nay, hoac nhu each lam ciia mdt sd nha phe binh, nhan dien 

nhiing hinh thuc mang tinh dot pha, vugt khung the loai van dupe ggi la "phan tieu 

thuyet". 

Cac cdng trinh 11 luan ve tieu thuyet thudng de xuat mgt sd dac trung quan trgng ciia 

the loai. Tren ca sd tham khao nhieu quan diem, Ii thuyet ciia cac nha Ii luan dugc trinh 

bay trong cac cdng trinh The Theory of the Novel (Stevick, 2011) va Theory of the Novel 

(McKeon, 2000), chiing tdi nit ra mdt sd dac trung chinh ciia thi loai tieu thuylt, gora: 1) 

la hinh thiic van xudi tu sy; 2) la ket qua ciia nghe thuat hu cdu; 3) tac phdm cd dp dai 

tuong ddi vdi cau tnic phirc tap; 4) cd tinh hien thyc, phan anh ddi sdng da dien va linh 

hoat; 5) dugc kl va tilp nhan trong tam thiic hien thdi; 6) la ty su v l eon ngudi ca nhan; 7) 

ed tinh dai chiing, phd biin vdi mgi tdng lap xa hdi; va 8) ed gia tri thdm mi. 

Tat nhien, cac nha Ii luan vl tilu thuylt, trong mdt hoan canh luan thuylt nhdt dinh, 

cd the chi dl cap mdt vai dac trung trong tdng so 8 dac trung ndi tren, va cung cd thi dua 

ra nhung dac trung ma d day chua ndi den, bdi tilu thuylt vdn la mgt thi loai phiic tap va 

linh hoat, nhu nhan xet ciia Philip Stevick: 

"Nd (tire lieu thuyet) c6 du sy chat che nhu mot the loai doi hoi su thdu suot mang tinh 
phiic hgp ctia phe binh theo hudng hinh thiic luan va lich su van hda dl hilu dugc tmyin 
thing ciia no, va no du sinh dong de tdn tai qua mgi Ii thuylt, cho dii Ii thuylt la kieu Ii 
thuyet duac xay dimg rat toi." (Stevick, 2011, tr.l) 

Dieu thii vi la, neu nhin ki vao tiln trinh phat triln cua van chuong ty sy qua cac thi 

loai, cd thi thdy r k g tinh phiic tap va linh boat cua tilu thuyet la su biin ddi va tich hgp 

cac pham trii co ban lam nen nghe thuat tu su, thudng la cac pham trii ddi lap nhau nhung 
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lai khdng tach rdi nhau nhu hu cdu/ hien thuc, ca biet/ dien hinh, chat ehe/ ty do, ea nhan/ 

tap thd, sieu pham/ thi tuc, tinh hoa/ dai chiing... 6 day, di lam rd dac trung cua tieu thuylt 

va de ed ca sd nhan dinh ve gia tri cua cac tac pham cd dac diem the loai gan vdi tieu 

thuylt, chiing tdi ehi ndi din may cap pham trii quan trpng vdi cac y sau: 

Cap pham trii hu cdu/ hien thuc ndi len nhiing van de co ban cua nghe thuat ty sy, 

ma dinh cao la thi loai tieu thuyet, cho nen ciing la cap pham trii can ban xuyen sudt tien 

trinh phat trien ciia van chuong tu su. O giai doan than thoai, ngudi ta tudng Urgng ra 

nhiing cau chuyen hoang dudng va tin rang dieu ay la cd thyc. Budc sang the gidi ciia su 

thi thi cd sy pha trdn giua hien thyc lich su va nhiing chi tiet tudng tugng, hu cau. Tinh 

trang nay tiep tuc tdn tai trong cac the loai ndi tiep sir thi nhu truyen truyen ki d Ddng A, 

tieu thuyet thdi trung cd d phuong Tay va tieu thuyet chuong hdi d Trung Qudc, nhung cd 

su bien ddi dan dan theo hudng tang tinh hien thuc trong ndi dung cau chuyen, ddng thdi 

phat trien nghe thuat hu cau de lam cho truyen ke cd nhieu tinh tiet hap dan hon. Dieu dd 

cd nghia la, theo con dudng ciia nghe thuat ty sy, con ngudi tim kiem tinh hien thue, chinh 

xac hon la truy eiiu nhiing van de eiia hien thyc, bang phuong thiic hu cau tren chat lieu 

ngdn til'. Hanh trinh nay dat dinh cao d nghe thuat tieu thuyet, khi hien thuc trong tieu 

thuyet khdng phai la hien thuc "tran trui" tir ddi sdng ben ngoai, ma la mgt kieu hien thuc 

da dugc tieu thuyet gia "xii Ii" bang each dien hinh hda, vdi sy trg giiip cua kinh nghiem, 

tn tudng tugng va tam tu tudng ca nhan. Cho nen hien thyc trong tieu thuyet la hien thyc 

theo each ma nd dien ra trong nghe thuat raieu ta eiia tae gia va trong sy hinh dung cua 

ngudi dgc, ehii khdng phai la hien thyc theo nhan biet thdng thudng. Ve tinh "lat leo" cua 

hien thuc kieu nay trong nghe thuat tieu thuyet, Jose Ortega y Gasset (1957) va cac tac gia 

cua bai viet The Nature of the Novel phat bieu: 

Neu chiing ta xem xet ki hern quan diem cua minh ve hien thyc, co le chung ta se thay 

minh quan niem hien thuc khong phai la nhiing gi xay ra that sir, ma la mot each xay ra nao 

do quen thugc vdi min" (Ortega, 1957, tr.23) 

Vi vay, 

Trong tieu thuyet, su mieu ta thu hiit chung ta chinh la vi chiing ta khdng that sir quan 

tam den nhiing gi dugc mieu ta. Chung ta bd qua nhung khach the dat ra trudc mat minh de 

hudng sy chii y den each thiic ma khach the ay dugc trinh bay trudc chiing ta. (Ortega, 1957, 

tr.24) 

Ndi ngan gpn, hien thyc trong tieu thuylt la hien thyc ciia hu cau. Nhimg gi ma tieu 

thuyet gia tim kiem trong qua trinh sang tao, hay nhimg gi vay gpi ngudi dgc den vdi tieu 

thuyet, la hien thue dugc hu cau chii khdng phai hien thyc cua ddi thudng. 

Mdi quan he giiia hu cdu va hien thuc trong nghe thuat tilu thuylt la co ban va quan 

trgng vi nd anh hudng, chi phdi mdi quan he va su biin ddi cac yeu td trong nhieu cap 

pham trii khae, ma gan gui nhdt la cap pham trii chat che/ ty do va ca biet/ dien hinh. 

Mdi quan he gitra chat che va ty do thi hien sy ddi lap ndi tai trong dac trung ciia thi 

loai tilu thuyet. Trong khi doi hdi mdt cdu tnic chat che, cd tinh thuylt phuc cao vdi cac 
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tinh tilt dugc trien khai mach lac, tieu thuylt lai la mdt thi loai cho phep nha van dugc tu 

do v l nhieu phuong dien: mieu ta thdi gian thi cd thi keo dai, nit ngdn, dao ngugc; mieu ta 

khdng gian thi cd the md rdng, thu hep, dich chuyen ty do; vl tinh tilt hay nhan vat deu co 

the them bdt tiiy y va ty do lya chpn... sao cho tac pham dat hieu qua tham mT cao. Ndi nhu 

Joseph Conrad thi: 

Mgt lai thi cua tieu thuyet gia, so vdi nhirng ngudi lam vice trong cac ITnh vuc tu 

tudng khac, la su tu do - tu do dien dat va tu do bay to nhiing niem tin sau sac nhat, do la six 

khieh le xiing dang danh cho anh ta trong su doa day kho nhge vi ngdi biit. (Stevick, 2011, 

tr.30) 

Nhu vay, tinh ty do cua tieu thuyet la ty do hu cau ciia nha van, cdn tinh chat che eua 

tilu thuylt la dilu kien d l tac phara cd gia hi hien thyc. 

Ben canh dd, cai ca biet va eai dien hinh ciing the hien qua trinh phat trien eua van 

chuang ty su tren dudng din the loai tieu thuyet. Do do, tinh ca biet va tinh dien hinh dugc 

mgt sd nha nghien ciiu idy lam can cii de phan biet eac thi loai. Chdng han trong bai viet 

The Nature of the Novel, cac tac gia cho rdng "nhan vat ciia sii thi khdng phai la dai dien 

ciia cac mau ngudi ma la nhiing con ngudi ddc dao" (Ortega, 1957, tr.20), cdn 

Nhan vat ciia tieu thuylt thi mang tinh diln hinh va khdng co chat tho, hp khdng dugc 

idy ra tir thdn thoai, von la ylu t l hay bdu khong khi tham mi, ma tir tren dudng pho, tix the 

giai vat chdt, tir mdi tru'dng sdng ciia tac gia va dgc gia (Ortega, 1957, tr.21) 

Tic dd cd thi hilu rdng, thay cho nhiing nhan vat ddc dao, ca biet cua thi loai sii thi, 

nhan vat trong tilu thuylt hien dai la hinh tugng diln hinh cho nhiing mdu ngudi trong ddi 

sdng. Nhd vay, tilu thuylt cd thi ndi v l cupc ddi rdng Idn, ve the gidi phiic tap cua con 

ngudi chi qua hinh anh cua mdt vai nhan vat. Dd cung la con dudng dat den gia tri hien 

thyc eua the loai nay. 

Trong tien trinh phat trien tir than thoai den tieu thuyet hien dai, ed nhieu the loai tu 

su d cac nen van hgc khac nhau tren the gidi mang nhiing dac diem eiia the loai trung gian 

giiia su thi va tieu thuyet, ma romance ciia van hgc phuang Tay hay tieu thuyet chuang hdi 

cua Trung Qudc la nhiing vi du tieu bieu. Nhu vay, cac the loai ty su nhu su thi va 

romance hay tieu thuyet thdi trung dai, do nam d vi tri hung gian trong cac giai doan phat 

trien ciia van chuong ty sy, cd nhieu yeu td gay kho khan cho nha nghien ciiu khi can xac 

dinh dac diem the loai ciia mgt tac phara eu the. Nhung dilu quan trgng la, hon ca trudng 

hpp vira neu, cd tac pham vira mang tinh chat cua sir thi, vira cd dac dilm cua tilu thuylt 

tmng dai va hien dai, lam cho van de the loai cang trd nen phiie tap hon, din miic khd tim 

ra mdt danh tii' chi thi loai phd biin va thda dang, dl su dung thdng nhdt tren pham vi qudc 

tl . Genji monogatari (Truyen Genji) cua Nhat Ban la mdt trudng hgp nhu vay. Q day 

chimg tdi xin trinh bay ngan ggn ve monogatari - mgt thi loai tu sy trong van hpc Nhat 

Ban - vdi nd lyc lam rd hon vi tri ciia tac pham, ve mat thi loai, trong tiln trinh lich su va 

cac mdi quan he giua cac hinh thiic cua van chuong ty sy noi chung. 
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3. Monogatari trong "ban fld" van chuong tu- m Nhat Ban va the gidi 
Nhu da trinh bay d phdn tren, trong tien trinh vuon ra khdi khdng gian thdn thoai va 

tham nhap sau vao ddi sdng con ngudi, van chuong ty sy da phat trien ngay cang phiic tap 
ve ca ndi dung va hinh thiic, trong bdi canh van hda - xa hdi ciia nhieu cdng ddng dan tde 
khac nhau, do do cd sy hinh thanh nhieu the loai tu sy khac nhau trong cac nen van hgc. 
Dat tat ca cae thi loai ty sy ben canh nhau rdi chi ra nhung diem gidng va khac nhau hay 
lam rd mdi quan he giiia chiing se la mdt cdng viec khd khan, phuc tap ma de tai nghien 
ciiu nay khdng the dam duong. Trong phan nay, chiing tdi chi trinh bay nhiing dae dilm 
ciia the loai monogatari va mdi quan he ciia the loai nay vdi cac the loai cd mdi quan he 
gan giii hoac cd net tuong ddng vdi nd, trong the gidi van chuong ty sy ndi chung, nhung 
ehu yeu dugc nhin d can canh van hpc Ddng A va Nhat Ban. 

"Mono" trong tieng Nhat la rapt danh tir chi su vat ndi chung. "Gatari" la kl lai, 
thuat lai. Do vay "monogatari" cd the hieu la "truyen", "truyen ke", hay la "kl lai mdt cau 
chuyen". Su tdn tai cua nhiing cau chuyen than thoai va cd tich bdng hinh thiic truyen 
mieng trong cdng ddng da dan den su ra ddi eiia khai niem "monogatari" trong thdi ki khdi 
nguyen ciia van hgc Nhat Ban, vdi nghTa rgng nhat la chuyen ke, hay la viec ke lai nhiing 
cau chuyen ve sy vat, sy viec. Theo tu lieu nghien ciiu ve lich sic phat trien ciia the loai 
monogatari (Namba, 1971, tr.l47) thi trudc khi ed nhiing truyen ke phd biin, cd cau tnic 
hoan chinh va cdn dugc luu truyen den ngay nay nhu Taketori monogatari (Truyen ddn 
tre) hay Ise monogatari (Truyen Ise), trong tieng Nhat eon cd each ggi "katarigoto" - nghTa 
la "nhiing chuyen dugc ke" — de chi chung cac loai truyen ke dan gian nhu than thoai, cd 
tich hay truyen thuyet. 

Ve mat ngdn ngir, co sd hinh thanh va phat trien ciia the loai nay la viee sang lap he 
van tu kana, sau mdt thdi gian ngudi Nhat tiep thu Han ty cua Trung Hoa de ghi am tieng 
Nhat. Sy xuat hien ciia chir kana lam cho each dien dat cua ngdn ngir Nhat Ban trong sang 
tac van hpc trd nen mera mai hon, va nhd do nhung hinh thiic sang tac van hgc dimg chii 
kana ngay cang phat trien phong phii va dat dugc nhieu thanh tyu quan trgng. Trong the 
gidi van hgc kana, ben canh sy phat trien ciia ddng tho qudc am 'waka vdi y tir ngay cang 
sau sac nhd sir dung eac phep tu tir la su xuat hien ciia nhiing the loai van xudi mdi, trong 
do monogatari ed the dugc xem la mdt the loai trung tam, mdt hinh thiie truyen ke cd lich 
sir tdn tai lau dai vdi nhieu tac pham Idn. 

Ve mat ndi dung, cd the ndi monogatari ra ddi tren ca sd nhung cau chuyen dupe luu 
truyen trong dan gian. Nhiing cau chuyen nay cd thi la chuyen hu eau ke ve nhung dieu ki 
la, nhirng tinh tiet khdng cd thuc trong ddi sdng, hoac la nhung cau chuyen ve mdt nhan 
vat, mdt mien dat cd thyc nao do (thudng la nhiing nhan vat thugc tang lap quy tdc d cung 
dinh va viing phu can Kyoto). Trong giai doan ddu, monogatari thudng cd ndi dung la 
nhung truyen thuyet dan gian nhu Utsuho monogatari (Tniyen bdng cay), Taketori 
monogatari..., nen the loai nay cd thi dugc xem nhu hinh thicc van xudi ghi chep lai nhimg 
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cau chuyen cd trong kho tang van hpe truyen mieng. Tuy nhien, tiln trinh phat trien ciia 
monogatari cho thay the loai nay ngay cang thien ve hudng trdn thuat nhirng cau chuyen 
trong ddi sdng, vdi nhan vat thudng la nhiing con ngudi cd that trong lich su, sdng d mpt 
miln dat nao do va gan vdi nhiing sy kien nao dd, diln hinh la nhung tac pham nhu Ise 
monogatari, Yamato monogatari (Truyen Yamato), trong do Ise va Yamato la cac dia danh 
ciia Nhat Ban ducmg thdi. Ve sau, loai truyen ke ve xa hdi con ngudi trd nen phong phu 
hon hdn so vdi loai ghi chep lai nhiing truyen thuyet dan gian, nen cd the phan chia loai 
truyen nay thanh eac tieu loai nhu truyen lich su, truyen chien tranh, truyen tinh ai... 

Ngay nay, khai niem "monogatari" trong van hgc Nhat Ban thudng dugc hieu theo 
hai miic do y nghTa. Theo nghia hep, "monogatari" dupe xem la loai truyen cd, ghi chep 
nhdng truyen thuyet dan gian hoac ke ve hanh trang, cupc ddi ciia mdt nhan vat nao dd 
trong lieh sic. Theo nghia rgng, "monogatari" la the loai truyen ke ndi chung, cd nhan vat 
va edt truyen, bao gdm ca truyen hu cau, truyen lich sir, truyen chien tranh hay truyen 
truyin ki. NIU hilu theo nghTa nay, monogatari la mgt the loai van xudi xuat hien sdm va 
ed qua trinh phat triln lau dai trong lich sir van hgc Nhat Ban, hi dau thdi Heian (the ki 
VIII) den cudi thdi Edo (thi ki XIX). 

Thdi Heian la thdi ki phat trien dinh cao cua van hda cung dinh, thdi ki phdn thinh 
nhdt ciia gidi quy tdc Nhat Ban. Vi vay, nhiing tac pham van hgc dugc sang tac trong thdi 
ki nay cd mau sdc cita van hda quy tdc vdi ve dep diem le va cao nha. Ddng thdi, do mpt sd 
nguyen nhan vl van hda xa hdi nen day ciing la thdi ki cd nhieu eay biit nii tham gia vao 
ddi sdng van hgc, thudng dugc gpi la "thdi ki van hgc nir luu". Nhiing tac phara thupc the 
loai monogatari dugc sang tac trong thdi ki nay ciing the hien rd ve dep ciia van hda quy 
tdc va sy mera mai cua van chuong nii tinh, ddng thdi cung la nhiing tac pham cd npi dung 
phong phu va gia tri nghe thuat cao. Dd la nhiing tac phara nhu Genji monogatari, Eiga 
monogatari (Truyen vinh hoa), Hamamatsu Chunagon monogatari (Truyen ve quan 
Chunagon d Hamamatsu). Trong sd do, Genji monogatari la tae phara do so nhat va the 
hien trinh do tu duy nghe thuat cao nhat, ed the xem la thanh tyu dinh cao cua the loai 
monogatari, va cung la thanh tyu dinh eao cua van xudi Nhat Ban trong sudt nhieu the ki, 
trudc khi xuat hien tieu thuyet hien dai. 

Cudi thdi Heian, khi quyen lyc chinh tri chuyen tu giai cap quy tdc sang tdng lap vo 
si thi van hda cung dinh ciing dan dan nhudng chd cho van hda binh dan, ve dep cao nha 
trong van chuong nghe thuat dupe thay the bang phong each thd mdc va manh me. Dac 
biet, trong giai doan dau eiia thdi ki trung dai, tir the ki XTl cho den cuoi thi ki XVI, da cd 
nhieu cugc ndi chien xay ra do xung dot quyen lyc giiia cac ddng hg Idn. Vi vay, ed nhiing 
tac pham monogatari phan anh thyc te lich sir nay, dien hinh la Heike monogatari. 

Heike monogatari la mgt truyen ke xuat hien vao khoang the ki Xlll, ke lai cupc 
xung dot giira hai ddng hg cd thi luc la hg Taira va hg Minamoto. Xet ve quy md thi Heike 
monogatari cung la mgt tac pham Idn (gdm 13 quyen), nhung ve tinh nghe thuat thi khdng 
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the sanh bdng Genji monogatari da dugc viet trudc do hai the ki. Trong khi Genji 
monogatari la mdt tac phdm cd trinh dp tu duy nghe thuat cao, the hien nhieu dau dn ca 
nhan ve tri thiic, quan niem nghe thuat cua ngudi sang tac thi Heike monogatari chi la mdt 
truyen chien tranh binh thudng, ke ve cugc ddi nhiing con ngu'di cd that trong ljch su vdi 
gipng van ket hgp giiia the loai nhat ki va truyen ran ddi mang mau sae Phat giao. 

Cd the ndi sau thdi Heian, the loai monogatari van tiep tuc tdn tai nhu mgt bd phan 
cua nen van hgc Nhat Ban. Dac biet, khi cd sy xuat hien ciia cac loai hinh nghe thuat bieu 
dien nhu bunraku, ndgaku, kabuki thi cdt truyen, nhan vat va tinh tiet trong nhung tac 
pham monogatari thudng dugc nhiing nha viet kich ban sii dung de viet tudng cho cac vd 
dien, vi the monogatari cang trd nen phd bien va gan bd vdi hinh thicc van nghe dan gian. 
Tuy nhien, trong sudt thdi trung dai, the loai nay khdng cd su tiln bd dang kl nao dugc ghi 
nhan ve tu duy nghe thuat. 

Cudi thdi Edo, khoang the ki XVII-XVIII, theo ddng chay eua van hda thi dan, van 
chuong ty sy Nhat Ban budc vao mgt giai doan phat hien mdi vdi hinh thirc tilu thuylt 
mang tinh giai tri, chu yeu mieu ta ddi sdng thi dan va thdi dam me hudng thu eiia con 
ngudi. Trong sd cac the loai ty su cita thdi ki nay cd the loai yomihon la loai truyen truyin 
ki lay cam hiing tir van hpc cd dien Nhat Ban va chiu anh hudng cua tieu thuyet bach thoai 
Trung Qudc. Ueda Akinari dupe xem la nha van tieu bieu ciia the loai nay vdi tap Vgetsu 
monogatari (Truyen vii nguyet), gdm 9 truyen ngan mang tinh chat ki ao. Nhiing cau 
chuyen trong tap Ugetsu monogatari la truyen hu cau, vdi nhiing tinh tiet xung dot dugc 
xay dyng de ndi len y chi manh me den miie cd chap ciia con ngudi thdng qua cac nhan vat 
dien hinh trong tac phara. Cd the thay Ugetsu monogatari khac han vdi nhiing truyen cd 
tua de monogatari trong van hpc cd dien. Nd khdng phai la mgt tac pham trudng thien ma 
chi la tap hgp mgt sd truyen ngan dugc viet theo kieu truyen truyen ki phd bien d cac nude 
Ddng A thdi hau ki trung dai, Loai truyen nay hrong ddi gan vdi tieu thuyet hien dai, 
nhung cd dac thii la sic dung nhieu chi tiet ki ao tao nen khdng khi ma quai trong cau 
chuyen va lam giam di su cam nhan ve tinh hien thyc cua tac pham. Cung can noi them 
rang nhung tac pham van xudi trong thdi ki nay khdng mang tya de "monogatari" ddng 
loat nhu nhiing truyen ke thdi ed dien va tien ki trung dai. Thay vao do, ed sy xuat hien 
nhii'ng ten ggi mdi nhu "ukiyozoshi" hay "yomihon" dugc dimg phd bien de chi cac tieu 
loai eiia hinh thiic tieu thuyet thdi Edo. Dieu do phan anh su phat trien y thicc ve the loai ty 
sy thdi hau ki trung dai. Tuy nhien, tya de Ugetsu monogatari cho thay "monogatari" van 
dugc hieu la truyen ke ndi chung. 

Ndi tdm lai, cimg vdi lich sii phat trien lau dai cua van chuong ty sy d Nhat Ban, tir 
thdi ki ciia truyen thuyet, than thoai den khi xudt hien tilu thuylt hien dai kieu phuong 
Tay, "monogatari" dugc sii' dung nhu mdt khai niem chung dk chi cac hinh thiic ty sy da 
cd mat trong khoang thdi gian dd. Nhu vay, thdi gian tdn tai va phat triln ciia monogatari 
tuong img vdi thdi gian xuat hien nhilu thi loai ty sy d cae nin van hpc tren thi gidi, nhu 
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