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Tém tat: Trong su thi M’ndng (Ot Ndrong), than linh, ma lai, buia ngai xuat hién
thuong xuyén va chi ph01 moi mit cua doi sdng con nguoi; né 1a sy mo phong cude sdng
cua nguoi M’nong c6 xua thong qua lang kinh cua tu duy than thoai.

Than linh trong Ot Ndrong khong c6 quyén uy tuyét doi, khong ngy & mot chdn
thiéng nao. Néu nhu ¢ lliat, than linh ngu ¢ trén dinh Olympia va dé chia thanh dang
cép thi than linh trong Ot Ndrong lai hén nhién, don gian, gan gu1 v6i cude sdng con
ngudi. Trong Ot Ndrong, giita than linh va con nguoi chua c6 mot gidi han nghiém ngat
nhu ¢ anh hung ca cia Homer.

Ma lai, bua ngai ¢ vai tro rat quan trong trong viéc két ciu nén cot truyén Ot
Ndrong. Mic du day chi 1 san phim mang mau sac hoang dudng cua tri tuong tugng,
nhung ngudi M’ndng lai tin 1 nhitng diéu c6 that. Ma lai, bua ngai xuat hién trong Ot
Ndrong nhu la mot ma thuét, n6 1a phuong tién linh nghiém dé con ngudi giao tiép voi
thé gidi siéu nhién.
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1. Pt van dé

Dan toc M’nong duge xem la dan toc ban dia c6 qua trinh cu tra lau doi va gin bo
mat thiét voi ving dat cao nguyén mién Trung Viét Nam. Ngudi M’ nong c6 xwa di tuong
tuong ra mot h¢ thong than linh, ma lai, bua ngai, thuong gan lién véi mot hién tugng tur
nhién hodc madt hién twong xa hdi nao do. Theo suy ngh1 con nhiéu gian don cua ho, duong
nhu & dau va lic nao cling c6 cac vi than ddi theo va “giam sat”, dé mang dén may man,
hanh phuc hodc gay tai hoa cho con ngudi. Quan ni¢ém van vat huu linh da chi phdi moi
hanh dong ciing nhu suy nghi cia nguoi M’nong xua kia, vi vy ma trong lao dong san
Xuat ciing nhu trong sinh hoat thuong ngay, nguoi M’ nong thuong xuyén cau khan, té 18
than linh. C6 thé noi, thé giol than linh, ma lai, bua ngai d dugc hé théng hoa mot cach
day du va da dugc “bimg trong” mot cach tu nhién vao cac tac pham Ot Ndrong dudi dang
nhimg tha phap nghé thuat tudong tuong, hu cdu. Ching co vai trd quan trong trong cac
phuong thirc sang tao nghé thuat cia sir thi M’ndng.

2. N¢i dung nghién ctru
2.1. Vai tré ciia thin linh trong phwong thirc sdng tao nghé thudt

Thén linh ¢c6 mot vi tri quan trong trong st thi thé gi6i néi chung va trong Ot
Ndrong noi riéng. O d6 sur sang tao ngh¢ thuét con chiu anh hudng su sac cua tu duy than
thoai. Khi nghién ctru vé str thi An Do, Phan Thu Hién da viét: “Su xut hién cta than linh
trong st thi anh hung da phan 13 dé tao mot 4nh hao quang, t6 ddm phong dai stcc manh,
gia tri ngudi anh hing. Trong birc tranh ¢6 ca ngudi anh hing va than linh, thuong ngudi
anh hiing méi dng 13 nhan vat trung tm, than linh chi giup anh sang cho sy sting bai anh
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hung cua mét chu nghia anh hung siéu nhén, tham chi siéu than” (Phan Thu H1en 1999,
tr. 99). Su thi M’néng cling ké vé nhitng ngudi anh hung ¢6 stre manh va vii khi gidng nhu
than linh. Ho 13 nhitng ngudi dam tranh dua cung vai than linh. Trong st thi M’néng, hién
tuong than linh giang trin, tham gia va giup d cho cac anh hiing trong céc tran chién xuét
hién véi mot tan suét day dac.

Trong st thi M’nong, than linh xuét hién thudng xuyén va chi phbi moi mit cua
doi séng con ngudi. Kiéu nhan vat nay duoc xay dung vira cu thé, rd nét nhung lai vira
rat md nhoé, hu ao: than ciing c6 tén riéng; c6 lanh gioi riéng; co trang phuc, gia dinh,
tai san va n6 1¢ riéng nhung khoéng c6 Xuét X0 o rang, cu thé. Than chi xuét hién khi c6
mdt nhan vat nao d6 nhic dén hodc tim dén; c6 khi bat ngo xudt hién dé thuc hién mot
hanh vi nao do.

Thé gidi than linh trong st thi M’néng rat phong pht, da dang. Ho c6 mit ¢ ca ba
tang cua vil try: tang troi, ting mat dat va ting dudi mat dat. Trong thé gioi da tang ay,
than linh dugc khic hoa dam, nhat khac nhau. Ngoai than Lét, thin Mai, thin Vah, than
Vinh duoc mo ta kha rd nét, hau hét cac vi than trong Ot Ndrong déu kha mo nhat. Than
linh trong Ot Ndrong dugc xay dung v6i vé dep “toan thién va hoan m§y”: 7) hén Bing, Jong
dep nhu troi nang, dep nhu hoa dua gang, dep nhu cdy tre non. Strc manh cua cac vi than
c6 thé sanh ngang voi sitc manh cia bao t6, cua vii try, cua thién nhién: 7) han bay di gio
bédo bay theo, khién bau troi khi mwa khi nang, lic toi lic sang. Khi nang khi han, khién
dan gian phoi men khong kho, u ruou khong ngon. MJdi mdt vi than dam nhan mot chirc
nang khac nhau: than gir chan troi, than tréng coi lira, than anh séang, than Am thanh, than
gac cong, than nhan dang khach. ..

Mot s than trong Ot Ndrong duoc miéu ta rt cy thé va sinh dong. Than ciling ¢
ngoai hinh, ctr chi, trang phuc giéng con ngudi (D6 Hong Ky, 1993, tr. 654-655).

Than Bing, Jong trang phuc Iong ldy

Thén di, chdn deo vong chan dai

C6 deo kiéng sa Xuong ngang cam

Lung dui chan than mdc vdy hoa

Vong chdn dai sa xuong cham dat

Miii thin dep nhw ai nan

Mat than Bing dep nhw ai vé

Khuyu chan dep nhu co ai déo

Ham rang dep nhu gai dday may

Puéi chin téc qudp nhu hoa chudi

Cuwom deo ¢é dep nhw can ruou

Khi than ngoi dep nhw bui nita

Céc vi than khi thi phtt ho cho bon lang va ngudi anh hung chéng lai cac thé luc
dbi 1ap, khi gilp cong viéc trong doi sbng nhu dyng nha, dung néu hoic ciing co thé sai
khién con nguoi lam mot diéu gi do... Tinh céch than duge miéu ta nhu 14 sy phan chiéu
cua tinh cach con nguoi. Théan clng biét uong rugu, ciing deo vong kiéng, ciing mang gui
va luén luon gan giii dan lang dé nghe 161 khan cdu ctia ho va san sang ra tay gitp do. Hau
nhu mdi mot nhan vat anh hung déu c6 mot vi than ho ménh. Trong s6 cac vi than thi than
Lé&t, Mai 1 hai nhan vt xudt hién nhiéu nhat va c6 mat ¢ hau khip cac tac pham st thi
M’néng. Hanh dong ciia hai vi thin nay thuong 1a nguyén nhan dan dén hiém khich, xung
dot gitta hai luc lwong dbi 1ap. Thai do cta than trong Ot Ndrong d6i khi ciing rat that
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thuong. Trong Cdy néu than, cac than Lét, Mai gidn vi trude day co lan Tiang t6 chirc danh
chiéng, uong ruou can ma quén moi than nén than da khong thém dén du 18 hoi ciia bon
Tiang (Tran Tan Vinh, 1994, tr. 127):

Than Lét khéng thém di uéng

Thin Mai khong them di uong

Pé cho Tidng uéng mot minh

Thén Lét, Mai dang con gidn ldm

Vi ¢6 lan uong khéng moi than

Trong khi d6, thai d6 cua hai nit than nay & tac pham Cudp lai bg cong Som So lai
nguoc lai, rat nhiét tinh véi nguoi cia bon Tidng. Biét Mbong lam sai, hai than tim moi
cach ngdn can. Than bién thanh chim dit, thanh ran dé can dudng Mbong bdi cac than biét
néu dé Mbong di thi s& rat nguy hiém cho Mbéng va bon Tiing.

DU ¢6 thai d6 trai nguge nhung Lét, Mai 1a mot cip nit than thong nhat cliing ton
tai trong cac tac pham Ot Ndrong. Céc than luon doi theo moi hanh dong ciia dan lang
bon Tidng dé tir d6 ¢ cach “ng xir” cho phi hop (hoic phu ho hodc 4m hai dan lang
bon Tidng).

Bén canh nhitng gi to 16n, cao siéu mang tam voc vil tru thi cac nhén vét than linh
trong Ot Ndrong cung c6 nhitng nét moc mac, gan giii voi cudc sdng hang ngay cua nhén
dan lao dong. Cac vi than ciing c6 gia dinh, vo con; ciing suy nghi va hanh dong gidng con
nguoi. Dudi day 1a doan miéu ta than Doi, Dai (Tran Tan Vinh, 1996, tr. 57):

Nang Daéi, Dai bon ¢ trén troi

Hai nang dang ngéi trede cira nha

Doi ngéi keo chi, Dai thi théu khan

Hai nang dang cam cui lam

Than linh thudng xuyén tham gia vao hoat dong cuia bon lang va chi phdi gan nhu
tat ca moi hanh dong ctia nhan vat anh hung. Nguoi M’néng luén co niém tin thiéng liéng
vao than linh. Trong quan niém cua ho, than linh c6 & moi noi, vi vay trudc moi chuyén di
xa hay chuén bi tién hanh mot cong vi¢c hé trong, ngudi M’ ndng déu thuc hién cac nghi
thirc ciing khan than linh, cdu mong céc vi than phu ho va che chd. Trong Ot Ndrong, than
linh dugc xay dung theo phuong thirc nhan cach hoa nén ciing mang tat ca nhimg dic diém
ctia con nguoi. Thé gidi than linh trong Ot Ndrong 1a sy md phong cudc séng ciia ngudi
M’nong 6 xua qua ling kinh than thoai. Trong Ot Ndrong, than linh va con nguoi cling
song, cung sinh hoat v6i nhau, gitra con nguoi va than linh gan nhu khong c6 khoang cach.
Théan D6i, Dai va nguoi anh hung bon Tiang gan bo véi nhau than thiét nhu nhitng nguoi
anh em ru0t thit (Tran Tan Vinh, 1996, tr. 67).

Chiing em chinh la Déi, Dai than lia

Chung em di tham bon Tiang

Dd xa nhau ldu ldm nhé thirong

Pén tham nhau cho thod tam long

Mot con than lan an chung véi Tidng

Mot con ga an chung voi Tiang

Cac cudc chién cua ngudi anh hing déu nhan dugc sy giup strc cua cac vi than.
Than tuy khong chia thanh phe phai nhung luén ding vé hai lyc luong ddi 1ap dé ung ho
hodc chong dbi. Trong nhiéu trudng hop, khi thi cac thin nhap hdn vao ngudi anh hing dé
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tro gitip nguoi anh hung; khi thi truc t1ep giao tranh khién cho cudc chién cta con nguoi
tré thanh cudc chién gitra cac vi than. Than cua hai phe giao chién mot cach dir doi, khi thi
& trén trod, khi thi & mat dét, khi thi ngoai bién ca...

Qua khéo sat chung toi nhan thay than linh trong Ot Ndrong khong c6 quyén uy
tuyét dbi, khong ngy ¢ mot chén thiéng nao ca. Than ciing lam nhimng cong viéc thuong
ngay cua con nguoi tran thé (diéu nay co nhiéu khac biét so voi cac vi than trong su thi
cua Hy Lap, An D9...). Than Lét, than Mai ciing biét dét vai, théu vay 4o giéng nhu cac
thiéu nit M’nong; Than ciing mang trong minh nhitng nét tam 1y cta con nguoi, cling biét
buc boi, ddi hon, tham chi c6 khi nhd nhen. Khi bon Tiang td churc uong ruou ma khong
moi, than da thu ghét ma tim moi cach dé lam hai dan lang bon Tidng. ..

Than linh trong st thi M néng thuc sy 1a “bd may ho hap” gop phan quan trong
1am nén hoi thé phap phong ctia doi séng st thi. M&i nhan vat chinh trong st thi M’ nong
thudng c6 mot “gia dinh than linh phu trg”. Trong st thi M néng, mdi vi than dam nhan
mot chirc nang va vai tro khac nhau, biéu hién & tung hanh vi cu thé ciia ho. Than Ting,
than Mbong con Jri (thén cay da), anh cua céc nir than Deh, Dai, Lét, Mai... kiém ché,
ngan can cac hanh vi gian dbi cta nir than Lét, Mai khi hai vi thin nay thdi ngai giy nén
nhitng hiém khich dan dén d4nh nhau giira bon Tidng véi bon Kri, Nang. Tuy nhién, ciing
c6 luc, vi mot 1€ gi d6 ma cac than quén lang chinh vai tro cua minh. Than Lét, Mai 13 hai
nir than phu tro cho bon Tiang nhung lai lam hai bon Tidng chi vi bon Tidng mé tiéc, udng
ruou mung Ndu dén tham ma khong khén vai va bao than dén du. Than Deh, Dai 14 hai nit
than dugc Ting giao viéc theo ddi cac hanh vi ciia cac nir than Lét, Mai. Tuy nhién do ban
tinh hon nhién, ca tin nén Deh, Dai da khong hoan thanh nhiém vuy. Than Krong, Dong la
than am thanh cua chiéng, dong la. Khi Tidng t6 chirc danh chiéng, dong la thi hai vi than
nay c6 nhiém vu mang am thanh dén tai nit than Lét, Mai cling nhu cac vi than khac. Than
Vah, Vinh 1 cac nit than bua ngai va cac vi than nay thuong hay xui khién ngudi nao d6
phai 1am theo ¥ mudn ciia chi ngi...

Ngoai ra con cac vi than nii, than song, than cdy da, than Briing, than Yung... Mdi
khi bon lang thyc hién mot chuyén di xa hay ddnh nhau véi ké thi nao d6, nguoi ta thuong
cau khan than linh va mong muén than linh s& ludn pht ho cho cudc sdng cia ho. Trong
su thi M’nong, than linh xuét hién thuong xuyén, c6 mat & moi luc, moi noi, luén chi phéi
va tac dong dén cudc séng ctia con ngudi.

2.2. Vai tro cua ma lai, bua ngdi trong phwong thirc sang tao nghé thudt

Ciing giébng nhu than linh, ma lai va bua ngai ¢ vai tro rat quan trong trong viéc
két cau nén cic tac phérn str thi M’néng. Ma lai, buia ngai chi phdi manh mé dén su hinh
thanh va van hanh cdt truyén Ot Ndrong ddng thoi c6 nhirg anh hudng sau sic dén doi
song thuc té clia dan toc M’ndng ¢ xwa. Trong tim thirc ctia ngudi M’ néng thi ma lai, bua
ngai c¢6 strc manh van nang, n6 c6 kha ning sai khién con nguoi, gieo rac bénh, chét choc.
Trong st thi M’nong thi Vah, Vanh chinh 1a than ngai luén lu6n 1am theo sy sai khién ciia
cht nhan va gy ra biét bao tai hoa, ric rdi cho con ngudi. Cti ngai ciing ¢ linh hon, co
phép mau, c6 thé 1am cho con nguoi c6 thé chét di song lai. Ngai c6 nhiéu loai: ngai lam
cho ngudi ta yéu nhau, ngai lam cho than thé ngira ngay, ngai lam cho nguoi ngu say miéng
khong kip khép, ngai lam nut tang da, ngai 1am cho nguoi chét séng lai mot cach dé dang. ..
Bua ngai xuat hién trong Ot Ndrong nhu la mdt ma thuat. N6 1a phuong tién linh nghiém
dé mot s6 nhan vat thyc hién y mudn cta minh. Niém tin vao ma lai, bua ngai 1a niém tin
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mang tinh phd bién khong chi ctia dan toc M’néng ma ciia hau hét cac dan toc ban dia &
Tay Nguyén. N6 13 yéu t6 than ky doc dao tao nén nét khu biét giita st thi M’ nong véi sir
thi cua cac dan toc khac. Ma lai, bua ngai trong st thi M’néng nhiéu khi con c6 gia tri hd
trg dic luc hon ca than linh. Khi can thiét, ho dung ngai lam bua & ém dbi phuong dé thuc
hién muc dich ciia minh; khi nhitng ngudi anh hung chiang may tir thuong, ddng minh cua
ho dung bua ngai dé cai tir hoan sinh cho ho... Tém lai, ma lai, bua ngai c6 mot vai tro hét
strc quan trong trong Ot Ndrong ciing nhu trong nhén thirc cia ngudi M’néng thoi c¢d xua.

3. Két ludn

Néu nhu ¢ lliat, thé giéi than linh ngy trén dinh Olympia va da chia thanh dang
cap dé tranh gianh 14n nhau, quyét dinh s6 phan nhung nguoi anh hung thi than linh trong
Ot Ndrong lai hon nhién, don gian, gan giii véi thé gii con ngudi. Than linh trong Ot
Ndrong ciing biét dan sot, cung di xtc tom bat ¢4, ciing théu dét vay 4o, cung udng rugu

.. Trong Ot Ndrong giita than linh va con nguoi khong phai da c6 mot gidi han nghiém
ngat nhu ¢ anh hung ca cua Homer. Trong sur thi Hy Lap, than linh & trén dinh Olympia
chi c6 chién tran va tiéc ting. Uy quyén cta Dot la tuyét dbi. Trong khi do, than linh trong
Ot Ndrong lai biét lao dong giao tiép va c6 doi song tam ly nhu con ngu’ol rat gan gui va
than thién v&i con nguoi, dung nhu D4 Hong Ky da viét: “Cudc sbng gilta nguoi tran va
cac vi than linh khong c6 “phén biét” gi ca. TAt ca xen cai vao nhau nhu mét vii tru dang
con ¢ tinh trang hdn mang vay. Piéu d6 ching to cac quan niém nguyén thuy so khai con
t6n tai mot cach vimg chac va chi phdi manh mé ngh¢ nhan khi ho sang tao Ot Ndrong”
(Bo Hong Ky, 1993, tr. 15). Néu nhu trong st thi thé gi6i, than linh thuong ngu 6 mot
chén thiéng nao d6 nén khoang cach gitra than va con nguoi la tuong d6i 16 rang thi than
linh trong Ot Ndrong lai rat gin giii va gin lién véi cudc song thudng ngay ctia ngudi
M’néng. Piéu nay phan dnh quan niém nguyén thuy, so khai ctia ngudi M néng khi sang
tao nén cac tac pham Ot Ndrong.
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SUMMARY
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In M’nong epics (Ot Ndrong), symbolic characters appear with a dense frequency
and dominates all aspects of human life; it is a life simulation of ancient M'nong people,
through the prism of mythological thinking.

Spirits in Ot Ndrong have no absolute authority and do not dwell in a holy place
at all. If in Iliat, spirits dwells on the top of Olympia and have divided the split rank, in
Ot Ndrong, which spirits are innocent, simple, close to people's lives. In Ot Ndrong,
between spirits and humans there has not already been such a strict limit on the heroic
songs of Homer.

Charms and ghosts have a very important role in the structure of Ot Ndrong plot.
This is a product of mythical imagination but M'nong people believe that it is real. Charms
appear in Ot Ndrong as a magic, it is a means of spiritual experience for some of the
characters performing their wishes.

Keywords: Spirits; charms and ghosts; M’nong epics; Ot Ndrong.
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