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Tom tat

Bai viét bude dau dién giai biéu twong nudc trong doi séng van hoa ciia ngudi Thai & Tay Bic tir gidc do van hoa hoc.
Theo d6, nude trong doi séng van hoa nguoi Thai dugc nhan dién tir cac khia canh van héa, ham chira triét 1i nhan sinh.
Qua khao ctru biéu tuong nudce, ching ta thiy dwoc nhitng gia tri vin héa ciia ngudi Thai trong bic tranh vin héa da séc
toc ngudi clia van hoa Viét Nam - mot nén vin hoa thong nhat trong da dang; thay rd mot di san quy gia trong nén vin hoa
nudce nha; thiy duge tim thirc van héa ciia cong dong dan toc Thai trong long Viét Nam; ciing nhu nét riéng biét trong tam
thirc van hoa cta dan toc Thai ¢ Tay Bic: doi séng, tim tu, khat vong va triét If vé cudc doi ciia nguoi Thai & Tay Béc trén
subt ching duong lich sur. Bang phuong phap nghién ciru van hoa hoc, lién nganh va dién da, khao sat,... nguoi viét da thu
dugc mot sd két qua: tir mach ngam cua van hoa Viét Nam, nu6e trong doi song dan toc Thai duge cam nhén nhu mot
khéach thé thim mi, mot biéu twong séng dong, ling dong bao triét 1i nhan sinh vé tinh doi, tinh nguoi.

Tir khéa: Biéu tugng; van hoa; nudc; nguoi Thai; Tay Béc.

Abstract

The article initially interprets the symbol of water in the culture of Thai ethnic people living in the Northwest of
Vietnam from the profundity of cultural perspective. Accordingly, water in Thai cultural life is identified from cultural
aspects, containing the philosophy of human life. Through research on water symbols, we can see the cultural values of
Thai people in Vietnamese multi-ethnic community - a unified culture in diversity; a valuable legacy in the culture of
the country; the cultural consciousness of the Thai ethnic community in the heart of Vietnam; as well as the distinct
characteristics of the cultural perception of the Thai people in the Northwest: life, thoughts, aspirations, and philosophy
of Thai life in the Northwest throughout the history. By the method of cultural studies, interdisciplines and fieldwork,
surveys, etc, the writer has obtained a number of results such as: from the underground circuit of Vietnamese culture,
the water symbols in Thai ethnic life as an aesthetic object and a living symbol, depositing many human philosophies
about life and human love.
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1. Khai niém biéu twong

Jean Chevalier va Alain Gheerbrant, tac gia
cta cubn sach Tir dién Biéu twong van héa thé
gidi da phat biéu: “No6i chung ta séng trong mot
thé gioi biéu twong thi vAn con chua du, phai
n6i mot thé gidi biéu twong séng trong chung
ta” [1, Tr.XIV]. Vay, biéu tuong la gi?

Thuat ngir biéu twong (Symbol) bit ngudn tir
tiéng Hi Lap “Symbolon” nghia 1a ddu hiéu dé
nhén ra nhau. Tt mot chinh thé - mot vat duoc
chia tach ra lam hai nira, mdi bén giltr mot nira.
Khi ching ta dem hai nira d6 khdp lai véi nhau
ma vira khit thi khi d6 chung ta nhan ra moi
quan hé ctia vat. C6 thé coi, né 1a dau hiéu nhan
biét va phan biét cac nén vin hoa khac nhau
trén thé gidi noi chung, toc ngudi néi riéng.
Ty thudc vao van hoa riéng ctia mdi qudc gia,
mdi tdc ngudi, méi viing mién ma ciing mot vat
nhung lai mang nét nghia khac nhau. Do vay,
mubn giai ma dugc mot biéu tuong doi hoi
ngudi giai ma phai ¢d kién thirc nén viing chic;
phai tim ra va Ii giai duoc phan chim (cai duoc
biéu trung) chira trong phan noi (cai biéu trung)
tr mach ngam van hoa. Chang han, cling mot
biéu twong méo: ngudi Nhat Ban xem d6 1a
biéu tuong cua sy may man. Ho thuong trung
Maneki Neko (méo than tai) trong cta tiém dé
mong mudn dugc mua may ban dit. Con theo
guan niém cua nguoi Viét Nam, con meo lai
mang y nghia 1a tai vong va xui xéo. Nguoi
Viét c6 cau: “Meéo dén nha thi khé, ché dén nha
thi sang”. Tuwong tu, con qua trong tiém thic
ngudi Viét: tiéng qua kéu bao diém dir. Nhung
v6i Triéu Tién va Nhat Ban thi qua lai biéu
trung cho diéu tét dep.

Biéu twong duoc hinh thanh trong mot qua
trinh 1au dai, co tinh uéc 1é va bén vimg. No 1a
vat moi gidi gitp ta tri giac cai bat kha tri giac.
Co thé néi, biéu twong chinh 1a mot loai
hinh ngdn ngiz - ki hiéu (sign). Biéu tuong cé
xu hudng lién thong vaéi tin hi¢u. N6 chinh la
ci ki hiéu dan ta dén v6i cai kho c6 thé nhin

thdy dugc, nhung néu di 1a biéu twong chic
chan no dai dién cho cac khia canh ban chét
nao dé6 cia van hoéa mot cong dong. L. White -
nha nhan hoc van hdéa Mi nhan dinh: “Van hoa
1a co ché cua cac hién tuong, vat thé, hanh
dong, tu tudng, cam xtc. Co ché nay dugc tao
ra nho viéc st dung céc biéu tuong, hodc phu
thudc vao cac biéu twong d6” [7, Tr.65].

Néu nhu cdc nha Phan tdm hoc hiéu biéu
tuong la: “No6 khong chi 1a nhitng manh nhé
ctia vo thirc ¢ nhan ma 1a mot ngudn mach chi
phdi toan bo doi sdng tinh than cua cong dong,
ctia nhan loai: vo thirc tap thé” [2, Tr.16], thi tir
gdc nhin cia cidc nha nghién ctru Van hoa hoc:
biéu tugng 13 mot d6i twong nghién ctru co ban;
1a bién thé cua cha thé miu gbc & cap do vin
hoa. C. Lesvy - Strauss da chi ra: “Moi nén vin
héa déu co thé xem nhu mot tap hop cac hé
théng biéu tugng trong d6 xép o hang dau la
ngit ngdn, cac qui tic hon nhan, cic quan hé
kinh té, nghé thuat, khoa hoc, ton gido”
[1, Te.XXI]. Toan thw quéc té vé phat trién
van héa cia UNESCO viét: “Vin héa 1a tap
hop cac hé thdng biéu twong, né quy dinh thé
g xr clia con ngudi va 1am cho mot s6 dong
nguoi co thé giao tiép v6i nhau, lién két ho
thanh mot cong dong riéng biét”. “Biéu tugng -
mot loai ki hiéu dic biét, thé hién noi dung thuc
té ciia mot diéu nao do. Biéu tuong van hoa
khac ki hiéu thong thuong & chd chira dung
moi lién hé tam 1i v6i ton tai ma nd biéu trung”
[3, Tr.50].

Nhu viy, Biéu tuong chinh 13 “ngbn ngir
twong trung” chi c6 & loai ngudi va la “té
bao” ctia van hoa. Cho nén tim hiéu biéu tuong
ciing 1a tim hiéu vé van hoa, biéu twong luén
thé hién tinh quan ni€ém va moi vat déu c6 thé
mang gia tri biéu tuong. Va gid tri van hoa cia
mot dan toc, cong déng nguoi luén dugc Kkét
tinh trong biéu twong. Giai ma biéu twong chinh
1a con dudng tiép can nhitng gia tri vin hoa cia
mdi dan toc, cong dong nguoi do.
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2. DPoi nét vé nguoi Thai & Tay Bic

Vi¢ét Nam cd 54 dan toc anh em cung sinh
song trén dai dat hinh chit S, tao 1én mot buc
tranh vin hoa da mau sic, giau &m thanh. Mdi
dan toc c6 mot cach thic td chirc moi truong
song khac nhau, nét vin hoa riéng biét.

Theo théng ké tong diéu tra dan s6 va nha o
trén toan qudc ndm 2009, ngudi Thai & nudc ta
¢6 1.550.423 ngudi, c6 dan sb dung thir ba tai
Viét Nam, va c6 mat & hdu hét trén cac tinh,
thanh phd nudc ta. Nguoi Thai phan thanh hai
nganh: Thai Pen (Tay (Thay) Dam), Thai
Trang (Tay Doén). Ho c6 ngdn ngit va van tu
riéng, va van duoc luu truyén va gin gitr dén
tan ngay nay.

Tay Bic ¢6 vi tri chién luge dic biét cua dat
nudce ta, la viung phén gidu cia To quéc, la dia
ban sinh séng cua hon 30 dan toc anh em.
Trong d6, dan tdc Thai c6 s6 luong nhan khiu
chi sau nguoi Kinh. Dan tdc Théi ¢ Viét Nam
khoi nguodn sinh sdéng & khu vuc Muong Lo
thudc tinh Yén Bai. Tir d6 phat trién ra cac tinh
Tay Bic nhu Son La, Dién Bién, Lai Chau, Lao
Cai, Hoa Binh r6i vao téi mién Trung nhu
Thanh Hoéa, Nghé An,... Nhung dan cu tap
trung déng nhat 13 & Tay Béc. “X s¢ hoa ban”,
“xtr s¢ hoa dao” 1a nhirng mi danh duogc dan
gian danh ting cho TAy Bac. Manh dat nay da
duoc tao hoa uu ai, ban cho canh quan thién
nhién vo cung tuyét mi. Cor mdi do xudn vé,
Tay Bic nhu duoc trai mot tham hoa trfmg
diém nhyy hong trai dai trén khip trién nii,
trién song;

“Hoa ban né thanh nguoi con gai Thai,

Dam may bay trong thau nudc goi dau,...

Noi véach d4 con ghi bia Lé Loi

Lich st ngugc séng Pa, nude réo tiéng

guom xua

Em dirng d6 mim cudi khi anh hoi

Nhu hoa ban chi n¢ luc sang mua”.

(Giri Lai Chéu - Tran Manh Héo)

Cong dong ngudi Thai séng thanh timg ban,
mudng; & nhitng thung liing, gan séng sudi. Ho
song hai hoa véi thién nhién, nuong tya thién
nhién dé canh tac, sinh hoat. Nugc da tré thanh
mot biéu twong séng dong trong tin ngudng cia
nguoi Thai.

Nét van hoa doc ddo cua nguoi Thai dugce
thé hién qua trang phuc, 1& hoi, cac lan diéu dan
ca, su thi, truyén ¢d, Am thue,... gop phén lam
nén sy da dang vé ban sic van hoa cua cong
dong dan toc Viét Nam. Tir bao doi nay khong
gian vin héa ¢ dong bao Thai Ty Béc thuong
gén vOi cau noéi: An com nép, uéng rugu can,
mac xtra com, ¢ nha san, mua xoe hoa. Pay la
nhitng nét van hoa dac trung cua nguoi Thai.
Nguoi dan Tay Béc néi chung, ngudi Thai Tay
Bic néi riéng can cu, hién hau, hiéu khach, anh
diing, kién cuong,.. Déng bao dan toc Thai mot
long di theo Dang, gitr vitng va phat huy cac
gia tri van hoa dac sdc cua dan tdc minh gop
phan vao cong cudc xay dung va phat trién Tay
Bic ngay cang giau dep.

Trong sudt qua trinh lich st hinh thanh va
phat trién, dan toc Thai cung véi cac dan toc
vung Tay Béc, Viét Nam dd chung stc, dong
long xay dung qué huong. C6 thé néi, TAy Bic
chinh 1a noi san sinh, luu truyén mot nén vin
hoa dan gian Thai vo ciing dic sic. Nhiing diéu
xoe cudng say, cau khip ngin nga, tiéng dan
tinh réo rat 1am say dam 1ong nguoi,... Tt ca da
1am 1én huong sic cta ndi rimg Tay Bic.

3. Nuéc biéu trung cho sy song

Trong Tir dién biéu twong vin héa thé gidi,
nudc dugc xem nhu 12 mot khoi vét chit chua
phan hoa, 13 hinh tugng cua s6 luong vo cung
16n cta nhitng kha nang dién bién, chia dung
toan bo cai tiém tang, cai phi hinh, cai mam
méng clia moi mam méng, tat ca moi hira hen
clia sy phat trién, nhung ciing chtra dung moi
mdi de doa bi tiéu tan. Xuat phat tir viéc quan
sat truc tiép su vat, Ta Lét (624 - 547 trude
cong nguyén) di chi ra rang: nudc gitr vai trd
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vO cung quan trong trong tu nhién cling nhu
trong doi sébng con nguoi. Ong nhan thiy thic
an cta moi sinh vat déu 4m uét, hat giéng cua
tat ca moi vat déu c6 ban chit 4m w6t ma nguén
géc cta cac vat thé luon Am w6t chinh 14 nuée,
khong c6 nudc thi khong cé gi ca. Vi thé ong
viét: “Nudce 1a yéu t dau tién, 12 ban nguyén
clia moi vat, tit ca bat dau tir nudc, rdi lai tro vé
yéu to cudi cung 1a nudc”. Nhu vay, theo Ta
Lét: Vat chét (nu6c) van dong vinh vién. Ngay
tir thoi ¢b dai cac nha hién triét da phat hién ra
duoc tinh nang cta nudc d6i voi van vat.
Khong chi dung lai ¢ ddy, nudc con di vao
trong tam thirc van hoéa cua cac dan tdc, toc
ngudi trén thé gidi. Voi tu duy cia nguoi
Dogon va nguoi Bambara, nudc 1a sirc séng
mang mam song “la tinh dich cia troi, ciing la
anh sang, loi noi, la ngon tw sinh san ma hoa
than huyén thoai chinh, la hinh xodn 6c bcing
dong do” [1, Tr.50]. Theo truyén thuyét, toc
ngudi Thai & nude ta ban dau sinh séng o rimg,
ngl hang; song theo bay; hdi qua, bat mudng
tht, mo cua bit c4, dc, éch & cic ven sudi dé an.
Séng bang nghé nong nén ngudi Thai thudng
dung ban ¢ thung liing bang, thap, gan cac con
sudi, noi c6 nudc nguodn sach ding dé an udng
va lay nudc dé gieo trong, cdy lia. Nudc ngudn
ma nguoi Thai goi 12 “nim b6d” chay déu quanh
nam sudt thang, khong bao gio bi van duc, nudc
mét va ngot. No xuat phat tir cac k& nui da, hoac
tir long dat chay ra. Nudc rat tinh khiét nén
ngudi Thai thuong 1y nude ngudn vé udng truc
tiép chir khong can dun s6i. Mot trong nhimg li
do nudc ngudn chay mai khong dimg 1a do nude
dd duoc nguodi Théi thiéng héa. Ho tin rang:
nhing khu rimg dau ngudn 1 vuon cay cua than
nude - rung thiéng nén khong ai ddm chat pha.
Cac dong nude ngudn dung khong hét thi chay
ra rudng dong va chay ra sudi. Nudc sudi khong
chi phuc vu nhu cau tim rira, gidt giii hay tudi
tiéu cho dong rudng dé co thoc day bd, ma nod
con cung cip nhiéu thyc phdm tuoi ngon nhu ca,

tom, cua, dc, réu,... Truyén Goc tich bon mia
trong nam co ké: Sau khi ba mu “mé bau, mé
nang” nin ra gidbng ngudi va tha xubng tran
gian, do khong c¢6 gi dé an va udng nén con
ngudi doi khat. Ho kéu khoc tham thiét thau tan
muong Troi. Vua Then va céac vi than ban bac
roi quyét dinh tha céc loai cay luong thuc, cu,
cdy g0, rau rimg, loai vat, nudc xudng tran gian
dé cho con ngudi sdng dugce. Song, ho phan van
khong biét nén chon loai vat nao 1a quan trong
nhat giup nudi sdng con nguoi. Nhiéu loai vét
tmg ctr, cudi cung Then chon ca. Vi chi ho hang
nha ca méi co thé gitp nudi con ngudi sdng mot
cach khoe manh. Ho hang nha cé ¢6 “mudn van
con ca me; mdi con ca me lai ¢6 chin boc tring;
mdi boc trimg ¢ chin van con; mot van con sau
nay lai c6 thé sinh ra chin muoi van con ¢4 me
khac” [4, Tr.343].

Tir xa xua, nguoi Thai da ton thd than nude.
Hang nam, ho lam 1& t& than ngudn nudc.
Nguoi ta tin rang than nude ludn che chd, phu
ho cho ho c6 mua mang tot twoi, c6 laa gao
nudi sdng con ngudi, c6 nudc dé phuc vu sinh
hoat hang ngay. Truyén Qud bau dd ké rang:
Then (troi) cho gidng ngudi tir trong me bau da
sinh ra, c6 mot mé nudce tim thai nhi 1a “Bo nam
hodc” chay thanh sudi “Hudi hodc” dan xudng
mot cai ao “Nong Hudi Hai”. Pé tudng nhd
cong lao to 16n cua me, nguoi Thai da dung qua
bau nam dyng nudc dit & gian tho to tién trong
nha. Tuong truyén, sau khi sinh ra loai nguoi,
qua bau me da hoa da. Tai noi c6 qua bau da do,
nguoi Thai da dén day sinh co lap nghiép, dung
ban mang tén Qua Bau (ban Tau Pung) nay
thudc xa Na Tau, huyén Pién Bién. Y thirc duoc
tAm quan trong cua nudc, nguoi xua thudng ran
day con chau ban, muong:

“Lam nuong bat ngat khong bang rudng

mot thira

Lam nuong, nam duogc tau trau, nam phai

ban con”

[6, Tr.20]
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Cau tuc ngit dd truyén tai kinh nghiém cho
con chau nguoi Thai: khong nén lam nuong ray
trén rimg, vi khong chic duoc thu hoach, ¢ khi
con bi mat tring do phai phu thuoc vao ngudn
nuodc thién nhién - nuéc mua. Con lam rudng
thi ¢6 nhiéu thuan loi, c6 thé chi dong duoc
viée tudi tiéu do rudng gan song, sudi nén tién
14y nuéc vao rudng dé cay cay; khi thira nude
thi thdo cho chay di,... nén chéc chan s& git hai
duoc mua boi thu.

Tu viéc nhan thirc dugc vai tro cua nudc
trong hoat dong muu sinh, nudc di vao trong
tam thirc ngudi Thai nhu mét 1€ thudng tinh. Ho
thanh kinh va sung bai nudce trong tin ngudng va
nghi 1&: & 1& cling 1& muong c6 1& “Té phi bo -
cap” té than dau ngudn nudc bang trau den va
lon; trong 1& cung ban thi c6 18 “té - ta” té than
bén nudc. Trong van té than ngudn nudc cua
ngudi Thai den ving Tay Béc c6 doan:

“On Then Gi6 ban cho mua thuin hoa ban

cho vura du

On than ngudn nude bao la

On than dat cho dan ciy cay lua bdi thu

B¢ toi khong quén cong on doa cdy nho

bong sen

Céc Thanh than chil ngai dén ngai 16n”

Ta on Thién Triéu sinh ra dét va loai co cay

Lap nén bau troi cao hinh chiéc nAm

Lap thanh ving chin dong song sudi

Lap nén vung ctra song Da chay vao song Thao

Lay Then trén Thién dinh nom dén”.

[6, Tr. 193-194]

Loi van té cho ngudi nay biét duoc noi cu
tr cua nguoi Thai ¢ trong luu vuc chin con
song: Nam Lo (song Lo), Nam Xang (song
Gam), Nam Chay - Nam Ca (song Chay), Nam
Tao (song Thao), Nam Te (song Pa), Nam Ma
(song M3), Nam Dom - Nua (song Nam Rém),
Nam U (song Nam U), Nam Khoong (séng
MéEKong). Hai con song Nam U, MéKong nay

thudc dit Lao; ba con séng: Lo, Gam, Chay
thudc ving Pong Béc nude ta; bén con song:
Rém, M4, Pa, Thao thudc vung Tay Bic cua
nude ta. Va ciing cho chiing ta thiy duoc vi sao
ngudi Thai lai ton sting nudc dén thé.

Viéc cuoi xin cua nguodi Thai dugc ghi chép
lai thanh vin ban va con luu gitt dén ngay nay.
Luat tuc nay viét 10 vé& 1&8 cudi cua hai 16p
nguoi trong xi hoi thoi phong kién: “tao lay
nang” va thudng dan liy nhau. Trong 18 “Cuéi
1én” cta “tao 1y nang” (18 cudi ma ngudi
chéng va nguoi vo déu thudc tang 16p trén -
con ctia phia tao hodc ban than ngudi chong da
1én lam phia, cai quan dan toan muong) cod tuc
té nuwdc vO ngin can doan mdi nha trai khong
cho vao muodng. Con & 18 “Cudi xudng” co tuc:
khi don dau vé, phia nha trai to chic 18 “khay
tu muong” mé ctra muong. Trong 1& nay c6 kha
nhiéu mam cing. C6 thé ké dén mam cb thit
trau cung “chau b6 nam” chu ngudn nudc chay
gitta muong 13 loai thudng ludng (rong nudc);
mot mam cd thit gi cung than khe ndi, sudi
lach;...

Ngudi Thai ludn t6 long biét on, kinh trong
va ton sting nudc nén tir xa xua da co 1¢ té than
nude. Ho coi nude 1a mot trong nhitng vi than
t6i cao dem lai su séng cho con nguoi.

4. Nuée biéu trung cho sy thanh tiy va tai
sinh

Trong tiém thirc con ngudi tir xua dén nay,
nudc ¢o6 y nghia vo cung quan trong. N6 khong
chi 12 ngudn séng, ma con 1a biéu twong cho
nhitng ning luong vo thirc, ciing nhu biéu
tugng cho doi séng tam linh. Trong dong chay
van hoa ciia nguoi Théi, nudc con biéu trung
cho su thanh tay va su téi sinh.

Trude hét, nudc trong tim thirc cia tdc
ngudi Thai giup ho got rira di nhitng ndi budn
dau & doi, khién ho vui séng. Cau chuyén )
tich Chang Cép Lang la mdt minh chirmg: Cap
Lang sinh ra trong mdt gia dinh ngheo kho,
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nhung co6 biét tai kéo nhi. Chang dugc con gai
vua dem 10ng yéu mén. Vi mudn c6 chit cua
cai trude khi cudi vo nén anh quyét dinh di
budn xa cung Ké Thi - ké luoén ghen ti vdi anh.
Ké Thi da lira va ddy Cap Lang xudng hang
tran tinh. O dudi hang sau, chang tim moi cach
dé thoat ra nhung khong duoc. Tdi dén, chang
lai bi dan doi xa Xuéng, md an thit. Sau ba
thang chang dwoc vo chong Then (Ngoc
Hoang) ctru ra va dua 1én muong Troi cho lam
viéc canh nuong. Do ba thang khong duoc tim
rira, lai bi doi ria thit nén nguoi chang hoi ham,
mu day mit,... Mot hom, chang dang ngi thi co
con qua lao téi md, chang nhanh tay tom dugc
qua. Qua van xin va hira s& ldy nudc hdi sinh
cho chang. Khi qua mang nudc hdi sinh téi,
chang lién vay nuéc hoi sinh khip nguoi, tu
nhién mau ma hoi thdi bién mat. Chang tro lai
tré, khoe, dep hon xua. Chang xin phép Ngoc
Hoang tr& vé trdn gian tim me. Ngoc Hoang
ddng ¥ va cho chang mot bau nudc hoi sinh va
din: “thay vét thuong hoéi thdi, vay nudc hoi
sinh vao s€ khoi, lanh tré lai nhu xua” [4, Tr.40].

Nudc con gitip got rira linh hon dé linh hon
dugc thanh sach khi sang thé gioi khac - muong
Then (muong Troi). Tang ma cua nguoi Thai
¢6 tuc: khi trong nha c6 ngudi chét thi nguoi
nha s& di kiém 14 cdy thudc vé dun mot ndi
nuéc dé 4m rdi tim ria cho ngudi di khuat.
Dong nudce cudn troi cat bui, mot doi nguoi
trong chép mat hoa vé véi thién nhién. Thi thé
duoc got rira trong dong nude thanh khiét dé vé
v6i coi ngudn. Sach Quan té6 Muong viét:
“Thoi xira thoi xua, khi Then Luéng méi lan
dau tién 1ap thanh troi dat. Troi trén cao xanh
bao la. Giita troi va dit cd mot than cot di lai,
1én xudng v6i nhau duoc. Troi dat hinh thanh
trong tya nhu mot chiéc ndm khong 16. Lic Ay
troi dat khi méi hinh thanh con nhio, lai nong
1&m. Sau ngudi dan va cung lai. Then cho moc
cac loai co cay um tum trén mat dat. Bat co chd
bang phang, c6 chd cao thanh nui. Tai cac noi

chan ndi Then cho khoét tir trong long dat co
“nim bd” nudc ngudn chay. Cac ngudn nudc
chay ra tu kém theo nudc mua tur cac khe nui
chay xudng hop thanh cac con sudi. Cac con
sudi nho to, chay hop lai thanh céc con song.
Céc con song chay don vao bién ca bao la. Khi
da hinh thanh troi cao va trai dat xong, Then
tha cho gidng ngudi xubng sinh séng & dudi
tran gian”. Theo quan niém cta nguoi Théi, con
nguoi trin dugc sinh ra tir muong Then. Sau
khi chét - két thac mot ching dudng dai sinh
song & muong Tran gian, linh hon caa ho lai tre
vé v6i noi ho sinh khoi 1a mudng Then.

Thém nita, dong nudc da thanh tay di moi
ndi so hii gitp con ngudi di diing khi dé tré vé
v6i khoi nguyén, voi thé gidi cuc lac. Néu nhu
ngudi Muong cd quan niém vé ba thé gidi:
Tran gian, Ma va Troi thi ngudi Thai chi tin 1a
c6 hai thé gii khac biét: mudng Tran gian va
mudng Then (muong Troi). Khi con sdng, thé
x4c va linh hon cua toc ngudi Thai neo dau &
muong Tran gian - noi vui vé, 4m ap tinh
nguoi: nam thanh nit ta thuong dyng “Han
khuéng” vui choi, hat ca, maa xoe moi dém; ho
say v6i chum ruou can mdi dip 18 tét, hiéu, hi.
Con lac chét di, nguoi Thai quan niém: con
ngudi chi con lai phan hon. Linh hon cia nguoi
chét dugc thly Mo dan 16i dé dén véi thé gioi
ciia muong Then - thé gidi cuc lac. Co thé noi,
doan duong di téi muong Troi chu yéu di qua
song, sudi, thac ghénh. Ngan giita hai thé gidi
nay 1a mot con song dai, co nhiéu khiic doan.
Song do6 co6 tén la song Ta Khai. Phai vuot qua
song Ta Khai thi linh hon ngudi Thai méi dén
duoc dit cuia muong Troi:

“Nghe 40 40 phia trude - tiéng gio

Nghe am am duéi chan nti Khau Com -

tiéng song Ta Khai”
[7, Tr.373]

Con song Ta Khai hién 1én trudec mat nguoi
chét 1a mot con song hung dit: nudc cuon cudn
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chay xiét, nhidu thac ghénh, nhidu chd nudc
x04y manh, bao chira trong long nd la muén
loai thay quai nhu thudng ludng, ran,... tat ca
chi nhu chuc nudt ching moi thir di ngang qua
n6. Linh hon ngudi chét du ding khi tu khic
qua song.

Tuy nhién, mudng Troi rat rong nén ho phai
tiép tuc vuot qua con soéng Cudi thi méi dén
dugc xr so ciia Then Ludng - vi thin nam
quyén toi cao trén troi, cua cidc Then Hung,
Then Khao, Then Hom, Then Thong:

“Ta lén v6i1 ba chang tha ludi cau
Bay chang & bén do song Cudi”
[7, Tr.374]

Nhu vay, con nguodi mudn sang dugc thé giéi
khé&c - muong Then thi nhét dinh phai vuot qua
dugc con song Ta Khai; con dé dén duoc noi
cao nhat & muong Then thi phai dugc con song
Cuéi tim rira. P6 1 nhilng dong song thiéng,
dong song than, dong séng di dwoc nhin qua
lang kinh tim thirc ctia nguoi Thai & Tay Bic.
No ¢6 chuc nang thanh téy moi toi 16, moi kho
dau, su so hii,... dé khi con nguoi tro vé voi
ngué)n ¢di voi mot linh hon thanh sach. Ai chua
duoc dong song Ta Khai got rira thi nguoi do
chua du tu cach dé tro vé, dé sang muong Troi,
dé tai sinh. Co thé noi, dong song 1a mot biéu
tuong da nghia boi vi nd tuong ng véi quyén
ning sang tao cla ca ty nhién 1an thoi gian. Mot
mit, n6 biéu thi cho sy mau m& va viée tudi tiéu
déu din cho dét dai; mat khac né biéu trung cho
dong thoi gian bat kha qui hoi.

Nudc xét tir cdi ngudn van hoéa nguoi Thai &
Tay Bic 1a biéu tuong cua tinh khiét, thiéng
liéng; biéu tugng cua su séng, cua su tai sinh;
la coi nguén cua cudc séng ndi tdm va nang
lwong tinh than 16n.

Tom lgi: Theo bude chan ciia dong chay van
hoa, ching ta nhan thdy nuéc trong tim thirc
van hoa ctia ngudi Thai khong chi 13 biéu tuong
ctia su sébng, ma con 1a phuong tién thanh ty,
su tai sinh. Nudc la géc cua van vat, 1a noi ma
con nguodi cung mudn vat ngudng vong va
huéng vé. Nghién ciru biéu tugng nude trong
doi séng van hoa cua ngudi Thai ¢ Tay Bic da
cho ta cai nhin sdu sic vé van hoa cua toc
ngudi Thai. Nudc khong don thuan 1a cai vo
hinh thirc bén ngoai cia né ma la biéu tuong
van héa cta cong dong ngudi Thai trong nén
van hoa Viét Nam.
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