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^uphdi hien nen vdn minh Harappa (3.500 - 1.800 TCN) cd y nghTa ddc biet quan trgng doi 
i—' vdi lich sir An Dp, bdi diiu do giiip dat lich sir vdn minh An Dp ngang hdng vdi nhirng nin 

vdn minh Idn vd co xua nhat tren the gidi nhu vdn minh Ai Cap, Luang Hd, Hy Lap vd La Ma... Vdi su 
phdt hien vdn minh Harappa, An Dp trd thanh cdi noi cua mot trong nhiing nin vdn minh co dgi dd 
phdt trien rue ra cua nhdn logi Dua tren nhirng chdng cu khdo cd hgc, gidi sir hoc cho rdng, vdn 
minh Harappa da ton tgi vdphdt triin hung thinh trong hon mpt thien niin ky. de lai cho nhdn loai su 
nggc nhiin vi trinh dp quy hoach do thi, ky thuat due tiin, lam do gom vd nghi ihudl dieu khdc... Bdi 
viet sau ddy tim hiiu vi qud trinh phdt hien nen vdn minh Harappa. nhimg thanh luu chii yiu vd su 
biin mdt dot ngpt ciia nen vdn minh ndy,qua do phdn nao ly gidi vi sao ddy Id mot nen vdn minh dd thi 
phdt triin vdo bdc nhat trong the gidi cd dgi. 

Tir khda: Harappa, van minh, phat hien, thanh tuu, quy hoach dd thi 

Mo^dau 
Trong qua trinh cai tri An Dp, thuc dan Anh Hen tuc dua sang nude nay nhieu phai doan trong sd 

dd cd nhirng hpc gia, nha nghien ciiu, nha khao cd hpc vdi muc dich tim hieu ve dat nude, eon ngudi 
va nen van hda An Dp, tir dd giup cho viec cai tri An Dp dugc hieu qua han. Mdt trong nhirng ket qua 
quan trpng nhat cua qua trinh tim hieu van hda An Do cua ngudi Anh chinh la su phat hien ra nen van 
minh Harappa, edn dugc biet den vdi ten ggi nen van minh sdng An vdi nien dai tir khoang nam 3.500 
- 1.800 TCN. 

1. Qua trinh phat hien van minh Harappa 
Van minh Harappa bao triim mdt khu vuc cd di?n tich rdng Idn hon ca nen van minh Ai Cap va 

Ludng Ha d ciing thdi diem (Jha, 2002, p.30). Pham vi dja ly ciia van minh Harappa bao gdm cac 

vimg Punjab, Haryana, Sindh, Baluchistan, Gujarat, Rajasthan va khu virc phia Tay eua Uttar Pradesh. 

Khu vuc sdng Ghaggar vdi hai dd thi Idn la Harappa va Monhenjodaro dugc chg la trung tam eua nen 

van minh nay. Ngoai hai dd thi quan trpng nhat la Harappa va Mohenjodaro, nen van minh nay cdn cd 

cac dd thi khac nam d Kalibangan (Rajasthan) va Lothal (Gujarat). 

Qua trinh phat hi^n van minh Harappa diln ra trong khoang 100 nam, tir nam 1826 den nam 1924, 
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khi An Dp dudi sir cai trj ciia thuc dan Anh. Nam 1826, mpt ngudi Anh la Charles Masson tham lang 

Harappa d Tay Punjab va ghi chep v8 nhirng biic tudng, thap cao ciia mot khu dan cu cd. Dieu nay 

dupe mieu ta trong cudn sach ciia dng tua de: "Narrative of various journeys in Balochistan, 

Afghanistan and the Punjab" (Cau chuyen ve nhu'ng cupc hanh trinh d Balochistan, Afghanistan va 

Pubjab) xuat ban nam 1842. Cdng viec khai quat dupe thuc hien dau tien bdi nhirng ky su xay dung 

dudng sat ciia Cdng ty Ddng An khi hg dat dudng ray xe lira ket ndi thanh phd Karachi va Lahore. 

Trong qua trinh xay dung, nhirng ky su nay tinh cd phat hien ra nhirng vien gach nung nam rai rac d 

khu vuc nay. Sau dd, nam 1856, nha khao cd hpc ndi tieng ngudi Anh, Alexander Cunningham den 

day va thu thap dupe mdt so cd vat ciia vi tri nay, bao gdm mdt vai con dau, nhung ko xac dinh dugc 

nien dai eiia ehiing. D^n nam 1921, cupc khai quat ciia nha khao cd hgc John Marshall d Harappa da 

mang den nhirng chi tiet cu the cua nen van minh nay. Nam 1924, Marshall ciing mdt sd nha khoa hpc 

An Dp thdi biy gid da phat hien ra nhieu di chi khao ed cua nen van minh song An d Monhenjodaro, 

each Harappa vai tram km ve phia Nam. 

Q Monhenjgdaro, Marshall da nhan thay rang, khu cu dan tim thay dupe nam dudi mdt tu vien 
Phat giao thudc thdi ky Kushan (Quy Suang, ed nien dai khoang nam 30-375 CN). Theo each xac dinh 
nien dai ciia cac nha khao cd hgc, nhinig di chi nim sau hon dudi long dat se cd nien dai cd hon. Vi 
vay, nhiing ngdi nha ben dudi tu vien Phat giao phai dugc xay dung trudc thdi gian nay. Hon nija, 
ngudi ta ciing phat hien ra rang, cu dan d day chua biet diing dd sat va mdt sd cd vat tuong tir ciing 
dupe phat hien d van minh Ludng Ha. Vi vay, cac nha khao cd hpc ket luan rang, van minh Harappa 
cd nien dai ciing thdi vdi nen van minh Ludng Ha, each ngay nay khoang 5.000 nam. 

Mac dii cd sir khac biet trong xac dinh nien dai ciia van minh Harappa, nhung nhin chung, sir phat 
trien cua van minh Harappa dugc chia thanh ba giai doan: 

Giai doan 1 (khoang nam 3.500-2.600 TCN): So ky van minh Harappa; 
Giai doan 2 (khoang nam 2.600-1.800 TCN): Giai doan thmh vuong cua van minh Harappa; 

Giai doan 3 (khoang nam 1.800 TCN trd ve sau): Hau ky van minh Harappa. 

Van minh Harappa cdn dugc gpi la van minh sdng An vi ban dau cac khu dan cu dugc phat hien 
chu yeu d khu vuc sdng An va cac nhanh cua nd. Ten gpi van minh Harappa xuat phat tir truyen thong 
eiia nganh khao cd hgc, dd la dat ten cho nen van minh theo dja danh hien dai nai nd dupe phat hien 
Ian dau tien. Harappa chinh la noi nhiing dSu tich 6kw tien cua nen van minh nay dupe phat hien. Hien 
nay, nhac den "van minh Harappa" la nhac den mgt nen van minh do thi, dd dong va phat trien cao, 
tren mdt so ITnh vuc cao ban ca van minh Ludng Ha va Ai Cap. 

2. Nhung th^nh tun chu yeu ciua van minh Harappa 
Van minh Harappa dai di?n cho dinh cao ciia mpt giai doan tiSn hda lau dai cua cac cgng ddng cu 

dan ndng nghiep va nira du canh du cu d An Dp. Dd la mdt nen van minh vdi sir ton tai ciia eac thanh 

phd Idn, nganh thu cdng phat trien va hoat ddng thuong mai dien ra nhdn nhjp. Nhiing thanh tuu chu 

yeu ciia van minh Harappa bao gdm: quy hoach do thi, nghe thuat, thu cdng, tin nguong, tdn giao va 

chir viet. 

2.1. Quy hoach do thi 
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Mpt trong nhung dac trung tieu bieu nhat ciia nen van minh nay la kT thuat quy hoach do thj ddc 
dao. Theo nhiing ket qua khao cd hpc, nhiing khu vuc thudc nen van minh Harappa dupe phat hien 
bao gdm "6d« ndm thanh phd chdng chdt len nhau, cd mdy tram ngdi nhd vd cua ti^m xay cdt bdng 
gach, rdt chac chan, cd ngdi gdm mdy timg Idu, hit thay deu sap hdng hai bin nhimg con dudng rpng 
hogc nhiing ngo hep" (Durant, 2013, p.33). Dd thuc sir la nhiing trung tam thanh thi san xult thii cdng 
nghiep, san xuat ra nhiing vat dung thiet yeu phuc vu san xuat va ddi sdng cua ngudi dan. 

Tren co sd chimg cir khao cd hpc thu thap dugc, gidi sir hpc cho rang, eac thanh phd Idn cua van 
minh Harappa cd quy hoach do thi gidng nhau, do la su phan chia thanh hai khu vuc ro ret: khu thanh 
tren ddi cao dugc cho la ngi d ciia cac tang Idp tren va khu do thi d dudi thap la noi sinh sdng cua 
cdng ddng cu dan thanh phd (Vu DuangNinh, 1995, tr.32). Dieu nay la minh chung cho tbSy ddi sdng 
xa hdi cd dai An Do da ed su phan hda giai cap, phan hda giau ngheo kha rd ret. 

Cac dd thi Idn nhu Harappa, Monhenjodaro bay Kalibangan ed sir tuong ddng nhat dinh trong quy 
hoach dd thi. C) do, cac do thi dupe chia thanh mgt khu thanh tren mdt hue dat cag d phia Tay va khu 
dd thi thap hon d phia Ddng thanh phd. Cac dd thi nay bao gdm cac quSn the kien true Idn boat ddng 
nhu nhirng trung tam hanh chinh hoac eir hanh nghi Id. Q Harappa, cu dan da biet sir dung nhiing 
khudn mau de nung nhiing vien gach cd cung kich cd. Trong khi dd, d Monhenjodaro, ngudi ta da 
phat hien ra dupe cac phdng tam cdng cdng cimg he thdng thoat nude dugc thiet ke vimg chai va hoan 
chinh vdi he thdng cdng ranh xay bang gach. He thdng ve sinh dupe sip xep hoan hao, nude thai ra tir 
eac hd gia dinh se chay qua cac mang nude ndi vdi dng dan nude nam d ria cac con dudng. De cd 
dugc su quy hoach do thi quy md, phiic tap nhu the nay, cd le xa hdi An Do d thdi ky nay da cd mdt 
he thdng chinh quyen ciing mdt nen hanh chinh dupe td chiic tdt. 

Mdt trong cac cdng trinh ndi bat nhat cua nen van minh sdng An dugc phat hi^n d Monhenjodaro 
la Be t4m Idn (Great Bath). Cdng trinh nay dai 55m, rdng 33m, d giua cd bdn nude hinh chii nhat cd 
chiSu dai 12m, rdng 7m va sau 2,4m vdi cae bac len xudng, xung quanh la mdt he thdng phdng Hen 
nhau. Cdng trinh nay cdn cd cac dac diem nhu nen mong khdng thSm nude vi dupe trai mdt Idp nbua 
dudng, nude dupe cung cap nhd mpt gieng nude Idn nam ben canh. Cac nha sii hpc cho rang, Be tam 
Idn la noi cd lien quan den cac nghi le tdn giao nhu eac ll tim than ciia dao Ba La Mdn sau nay (Jha, 
2002, p.32). 

Cdng trinh Idn thii hai ciia nen van minh nay la Kho chiia lucmg thue (Great Granary). Day la mpt 
khu cdng trinh gom 27 tda (block) dupe xay biing gach bit cheo nhau bdi cac kenh thdng gid. CJ 
Harappa, mgt kho chiia luong thuc gdm mdt loat cae buc tao thanh nen cho hai day nha kho ehiia 
luong thuc vdi moi day 6 kho. Phia Nam kho chiia luong thuc, ngudi ta phat hien thay dau vet cua 
nhirng vd trSu ciia liia mi va lua mach, ben canh dd la cac bac them hinh trdn lat gach cd le da dupe 
diing cho viec dap Iiia ciia ngudi dan. Nhieu hgc gia cho rang, Kho chiia luong thy:e cd the khdng chi 
dimg cho muc dich trir lucmg th\rc, vi quy md ciia phiic hgp cdng trinh nay vugt qua mite cua nhiing 
kho chira luong thuc phuc vu cho nhu e3u ciia sd dan cu han che liie bay gid. 

2.2. Ngh? thuat vd thu cong 
Nhi6u hien vat dupe phat hi$n trong cac eudc khai quat, phan anh nhieu mat eudc sdng cua eu dan 

thdi cd dai d An Dp. Trong so r5t nhi^u hi?n vat thu dupe, ngudi ta thay rang cd tdi hon 2.000 con dau 

bang d5t nung cd kich thudc nhd, phan Idn trong sd do la hinh vudng nhung cung cd mpt so it la hinh 
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trdn (Jha, 2002, p.33). Tren mat cac con dau la nhimg hinh tuang ddng vat, cay cdi, con ngudi, vat 
dung gSn giii, than thudc vdi ngudi dan ban dja nhu te giac, voi, hd, va cac ehiJ tuong hinh kem theo. 
Ciing vdi viec phat hien ra nhiing con dau bang dat nung, cac nha khoa hoe cdn tim thay d 
Mohenjodaro mdt buc tuong nhd cd nien dai khoang 2.500 nam TCN mieu ta mdt vii n0 khda thSn vdi 
diy trang siic dang trong tu the chdng tay len hdng hay tupng mpt ngudi dan dng cd rau vdi phan rau 
dudi mui bi cao, ddi mit nhim \a\ trong tu thd thien dinh, ngudi ta cho ring day la hinh anh ciia mpt 
ngudi thuc hien nghi 1̂ , tin nguong thdi b4y gid. 

Hinh 1: Tirong vu nir khoa than (ben trai) va tirong ban than cua thay tu (ben phai) 

Ngudn: Harappa.com 

Ngoai ra, cac nha khoa hpc cdn tim thay nhiing tuong nhd bang gdm d nhung khu dan cu, chung 
cd th6 la nhirng mdn do chai hoac cung cd the la nhung vat thd cung. Phan nhieu trong so dd la tugng 
mieu ta ddi sdng eiia eon ngudi vdi nhiing hinh anh quen thupc nhu chim chdc, khi, chd, de, trau bd,... 
Dac biet, cd mpt birc tugng ngudi phu nii sau lung mang binh gdm dang ngdi tren chiec xe dupe keo 
bdi hai con bd. Chi tiet nay dang chii y bdi xe bd keo la mpt dac trung ciia xa hdi ndng thdn An Dp 
cdn dupe duy tri den ngay nay. 

2.3. Chit viet 

Theo nhiing di chi khao cd hpc tim thay dupe, cu dan van minh Harappa da phat trien dupe mdt loai 

chir vilt rieng, dupe luu giu bang cac ky hieu xuat hien tren eac con dau, dupe khie tren da, dd gom, nga 

voi. Tren thuc te, cac nha khoa hpc van chua giai ma dugc y nghTa ciia cac ky hieu tim thly do chua cd 

he thdng chu vidt nao tuang tu da dupe giai ma. Chiing ta chi biet rang, chir viet eiia eu dan Harappa 

dupe sap xep theo thii tu tir phai sang trai. Do vi?e nghien ciiu chir viet cua cu dan Harappa chua ed 

nhiing ket qua ndi bat nen viee tim hieu ve nen van minh nay chii yeu phai d\ra vao cac dir li?u khai qu^t 

khao CO hgc. 

2.4. Tin ngu&ng vd ton gido 
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Trong tit ca cac cdng trinh xay dung khai quat duoc cua nen van minh Harappa, khdng cd cdng 
trinh kien true nao danh rieng cho viec thd ciing dupe tim thay. Nhung di chi quan trpng nhat dupe tim 
thay dupe deu la nhiing cdng trinh cdng cpng, phuc vu cho ddi sdng cua cdng ddng (Nguyen Tan Dac, 
2000, tr.36). Day la diem khac biet cua van minh Harappa so vdi nhimg ngn van minh duong thdi vdn cd 
su ket hgp nhuan nhuyen giiia hai yeu td tam linh va vat chat, ciing nhu khac vdi chinh nen van hda An 
Dp d nhiing giai doan sau nay dg cao yeu td tam linh va eac nghi le thd cung. Tuy nhien, cd the ndi, cu 
dan Harappa d5 phat trien mpt ddi song tin nguong tam linh nhat dinh thdng qua nhiing hien vat tim thay 
dupe. 

Dua vao cac con dau va cac biie tupng nhd dugc khai quat, eac nha khoa hpc thay rang, ed mpt 
con dau khac ho? mdt ngudi ddi chiee mil tua nhu simg ciia mgt con bd mong, ngdi xep hai chan hinh 
blip sen trong tu the thidn djnh nhu mdt Yogi. Ben canh do, ngudi ta cdn phat hien dupe nhiing khdi 
da trdn tua nhu hinh tupng Shiva-Linga ngay nay ma ngudi Hindu van tdn thd. Tren ca sd dd, eac nha 
khoa hpc cho ring, hinh anh dd cd the chinh la hinh mhi ban diu cua than Shiva, mdt trong nhiing vi 
th3n quan trpng nhat dupe Hindu giao ke thira d nhimg thien nien ky sau (Majumdar, 1994, p.25). 

Viec tdn siing nang lugng nO tinh trong hinh thiic cua viec thd Nir thin cd the da dupe cu dan 
Harappa thuc hanh, the hi$n qua nhung tugng nij nira ban than, vdi kieu tdc, khan triim dau, ed ao 
Idng lly va chi quan dai hoac quan dai bang quanh that lung. Nhung tupng nhd nhu vay da dugc tim 
thay d nhieu nen van hda cd dai khac d Tay A, va tin nguong thd Nff Than kha phd bien trong tat ca 
cac dan tOe nguyen thiiy tren khap thd gidi. Nhirng eanh tuong dugc md ta tren mdt sd con diu thg 
hien su hien te ciia con ngudi va ddng vat trudc Nu' Than (Majumdar, 1994, p.25). 

Bgn e^nh dd, nhung phat hi?n mdi ve khao cd hpc ciia van minh Harappa suot nhieu thap ky qua 
cung da chi ra nguon goc ciia nhihig bieu tugng quan trgng cua cac tdn giao Idn hien nay nhu Hindu 
giao va Ph^t giao, trong dd phai ke den bieu tugng "c/iw- Vgn" (Swastika). Trong tieng Hindi, "chir 
Van" xuat phat tir chir Swasti ("Wlw) cd nghTa la hanh phiic, tot lanh. '"Chir Van" nguyen gdc Ik mot 
bigu tupng mang tinh hinh anh rat ed the bat ngudn tir thdi ky van minh Harappa (Tran Ngpc Them, 
2014,h-.110). 

Lien quan den viec mai tang ngudi chet, cu dan Harappa cho ngudi chet vao quan tai, sau dd ehdn 
vao trong mpt ngdi mg Idn cd dau quay ve hudng Bac. Ngudi chet dupe deo nhieu dd trang siic, dupe 
ebon eit ciing vdi nhieu binh vd. Ddi khi, nhimg cap vo chdng ciing dupe chdn cat trong ciing mpt 
ngdi mp (Chandra, 2010, p. 11). Nhu vay, cu dan Harappa xu ly xac chit bing viec chdn cit, khac vdi 
viec hda tang va tha tro xuong sdng Hing ciia cu dan An Do sau nay. 

3. Su* bien mat dot ng$t cua van minh Harappa 
Sau thdi ky dai phat trien r\ic rd, nen van minh Harappa dgt ngpt bien mat vao khoang nhiing nam 

1.800 TCN. NhiJng dau hi?u xuong cap ciia van minh Harappa cd the dugc thay sdm hon khi quy 

hoaeh do thi eiia nh&ng thanh phd nhu Harappa, Mohenjodaro va Kalibangan khdng cdn dupe quan 

tam va ed xu hudng trd thanh eae khu d chudt. Bg Tam Ldn va Kho Chiia Luong Thuc Idn d 

Mohenjodaro bj bd hoang. Su bign mat ciia quy hoach dd thj va nhiing ho?t ddng xay dung dien ra gin 
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nhu ddng thdi vdi sir bien mit cua chir viet, phuong tien do ludng, cdng cu lao ddng va do gdm nung 
vdi thiet ke hoa van dd va den. 

Nhieu gia thuyet ly giai nguyen nhan sir bien mat cua van minh Harappa da dugc dua ra, bao gdm 
su tan pha ciia chien tranh va sir bien ddi khi hau (Jha, 2002, p.39). Cd the, sir ddi ddng eiia sdng An 
va sdng Ravi da dan den sir khd ban va khu vuc ndng thdn khdng thg san xuat dii luang thuc cho cac 
trung tam do thj. Cac do thj cua van minh Harappa trd nen suy yeu dudi ap lire eua su gia tang dan sd, 
budc nhieu ngudi phai di cu. Nhu'ng eudc khai quat d Mohenjodaro cung cho thay thanh phd nay da bi 
ngap lut hgn mdt lin. Nhirng tran lut cd the bat ngudn tir su thay ddi dja mao d khu vuc ha luu sdng 
An, dan den sir suy yeu ciia nhiing khu dan cu Harappa. Ciing cd bang chung chi ra rang, cho den giira 
thien nien ky thii hai, khu vuc Harappa ngay cang trd nen hoang mac hda (Jha, 2002, p.40). Tinh trang 
khd ban cua sdng Ghaggar-Hakra da cd hau qua nghiem trpng ddi vdi cac nen kinh te ndng thdn va dd 
thi. Mdt gia thuydt khac cho ring, van minh Harappa da bi tan cdng bdi nhiing "Ae da man" du nhap 
vao An Dd trong khoang thien nien ky thii hai TCN. 6 mpt sd noi d phia Bic Baluchistan, cd bing 
chiing ve viec nhiing khu dan cu bj dot pha (Jha, 2002, p.40). Mdt sd bd xuong ngudi da dupe phat 
hien tai eac ngdi nha cd the gpi y ve viec cu dan Harappa da bi bat va gidt hai bdi nhiing ke eudp bdc. 
CJ phia Tay Nam ciia thanh Harappa, mdt nghTa trang dupe biet den nhu NghTa trang H. da dupe phat 
hien. Ngudi ta tin rang, nghTa trang nay cd the thudc ve nhirng ngudi xa la tir ben ngoai dgn tan pha 
Harappa (Jha, 2002, p.40). 

Tuy nhien, eae gia thuyet nay chua du sue thuygt phuc de ly giai su bien mat ciia tat ea cac khu 
vuc cua van minh Harappa. Vi vay, hien nay, thay vi tim kiem cau tra Idi cho su bien mat ciia nen 
van minh nay, cae hgc gia quan tam nhieu hon den su tiep noi ciia van minh Harappa vdi cac giai 
doan Ijch sir sau nay. 

Ket luan 
Viec phat hien sir tdn tai ctia van minh Harappa vao the ky XIX, dau the ky XX cd y nghTa dac 

biet quan trpng ddi vdi lich sir An Dp, giiip thay ddi nhan thiie ve Ijch sii An Dp, dua Ijch sir An Do 

ngang hang vdi cac nen van minh Idn trong the gidi cd dai. Cd the ndi, van minh Harappa la mdt nen 

van minh dd thj, do ddng va phat trien cao, tren mpt sd phuang dien edn cao hon ca Ludng Ha va Ai 

Cap cd dai. Quy hoach do thj ciia van minh Harpappa cd sir phat trien dang kinh ngac, vdi mdt he 

thdng dng dan nude hoan chinh va he thdng ve sinh cdng cdng day dii. Thii cdng nghiep da phat trier 

va dat dugc nhieu tien bd. Cac nghe gia cdng kim loai, lam dd gdm, dieu khic dat dgn trinh dg cao. 

Nghe thuat lam do trang tri ciing dat den mire do tinh xao, dep mit. Cu dan Harappa cung da sir dung 

mdt he thdng chii viet, tuy nhien, cho dgn nay cac nha khoa hgc chua giai ma dupe loai chii viet nay. 

Ddi sdng tinh than cua nhiing eu dan Harappa cung kha phong phii vdi hinh tupng cac vi thin va 

nhiing bieu tupng tdn giao so khai. 

Vdi su phat trien ciia nganh khao cd hgc, nhirng hieu biet ve ngn van minh Harappa ngay cang 

dugc md rdng, tuy nhien, eae nha khoa hoe van chua thdng nhat d mdt sd cau hdi lign quan dgn nen 

van minh nay, nhu lieu cd tdn tai nha nude trong thdi ky nay khdng; vi sao nen van minh Harappa lai 

dpt ngpt bien mat sau nam 1.800 TCN? Cd le phai chd cho den khi chii viet cua cu dan Harappa dupe 

giai ma ehiing ta mdi cd the cd dugc nhiing cau tra Idi cd sue thuyet phuc cho nhirng cau hdi nay. 
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